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CxO ROUNDTABLE
3 November 2025, Munich, Germany
COMMUNIQUÉ
[bookmark: _Hlk120282390]High-level industry executives (CxOs) met with the senior management of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau to exchange views on industry priorities and related standardization activities in Munich, Germany, 3 November 2025, hosted by Rohde & Schwarz. 
[bookmark: _Hlk184381229]Performance and resilience, environmental sustainability, and security and trust are top industry priorities as artificial intelligence (AI) becomes increasingly central to networking and data centre innovation. The CxO meeting explored the ITU standards needed to realize this vision. 
CxOs also highlighted the importance of inclusive standards processes that welcome participation from all regions of the world and companies of all sizes, considering the increasing complexity of digital technology and the business ecosystem. 
India will host the next CxO roundtable at Indian Mobile Congress 2026. Excellency Neeraj Mittal, Secretary of India’s Department of Telecommunications, invited CxOs to India’s roundtable and also welcomed collaboration with India’s labs for 5G use-case development.  
Responsible AI
Standards will be the foundation of responsible AI, said CxOs. 
They will provide technical tools enabling sound ethics and governance, data quality and integrity, security and safety, interoperability and interfaces, testing and certification, sustainable data centre connectivity, and policy and regulatory alignment – alignment that will help AI scale, noted CxOs. 
The development of standards and regulations should be synchronized with and encourage innovation, they added. 
As a recurrent theme, CxOs noted the importance of innovation and supporting standards for energy efficiency and circular economy as data centres proliferate to support AI compute.  
Trusted AI	
AI-native networks will need zero trust architecture and transparent, explainable AI, said CxOs. 
CxOs explored how standards for neuro-symbolic AI could support explainable, autonomous AI decision-making to enable dynamic trust evaluation and auditing at the required speed and scale. 
The accelerating introduction of agentic AI and computing at the network edge, noted CxOs, contributes to the growing urgency of standards development for AI safety and security. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213169035]Data centre scaling up and out 
AI is changing data centre workloads and data traffic requirements, highlighted CxOs.
AI training traffic, for example, cannot tolerate data loss and needs networks with high capacity, high speed and low latency. 
Industry players are scaling up compute within data centres and scaling out compute within and across multiple data centres. 
CxOs highlighted the importance of standards for AI infrastructure interconnection, synchronization and energy efficiency, and the larger drive towards innovative optical and wireless networks (IOWN). They also encouraged related collaboration with the Ultra Ethernet Consortium and Ultra Accelerator Link Consortium. 
The capacity of electrical power grids also places constraints on the proliferation of data centres, said CxOs. 
They noted that collaboration between the power and telecom industries through initiatives like the Watt-Bit collaboration, and associated standards work, could support wider geographic distributions of data centres and favouring the use of renewable energy.
Non-terrestrial networks 
Standards-based non-terrestrial networks, said CxOs, can help enable market entry, competition and affordable access.  
Connecting hard-to-reach rural communities and maintaining connectivity when disaster strikes are just two of many reasons why non-terrestrial and terrestrial networks need to work in harmony, while rapid cell provisioning is needed for quicker, practical and scalable rural access and emergency telecoms.  
Direct-to-cell and direct-to-device connectivity for mobile phones and Internet of Things (IoT) devices could make key contributions to universal connectivity, public safety and disaster resilience. 
CxO noted that standards could support better interaction between different forms of terrestrial and non-terrestrial networks. 
New services and applications 
Resilience assessment 
New key performance indicators and assessment methodologies can help ensure the resilience of cutting-edge networks, services and applications, said CxOs. 
CxOs encouraged standards work on the assessment of non-terrestrial networks’ performance, service quality and resilience. 
They also highlighted the importance of standards work to assess the performance, quality of experience and resilience of cutting-edge services in areas from voice and video enhancements to augmented and extended reality. 
New and extended audio-visual communication is also seen as key to industrial use cases, first responder networks and securing critical infrastructure. 
Fibre sensing  
Distributed optical fibre sensing enables networks to detect changes in their environment for operators to prevent impending damage, for example by sensing nearby drilling during roadworks. 
The potential applications are diverse, highlighted CxOs, with use cases spanning areas from urban planning and infrastructure maintenance to disaster prevention and climate monitoring. 
CxOs welcomed standards work on system architectures, interface requirements, operations and maintenance requirements, interoperability, and the coexistence of communications and sensing. 
Quantum information technologies 
Building on the growing maturity and practical deployment of quantum communication network technologies, quantum sensing networks could become the next major trend in quantum information technology, said CxOs, welcoming forward-looking studies on standardization demands. 
Ultra-high definition media 
UHD evolution and adoption is central to multimedia innovation and standards help the business and technology ecosystem thrive. 
Considering standards work on multimedia formats for 2030 and beyond, CxOs noted the importance of an open, future-ready UHD framework capable of accelerating business innovation. They also encouraged related collaboration with initiatives like the UHD World Association (UWA). 
Trusted identity and messaging
CxOs encouraged the global harmonization of identity and trust frameworks in view of increasing reliance on digital wallets, IoT applications, smart homes and industrial settings, and new security threats from quantum information technologies. 
They also considered the rise of application-to-person messaging using over-the-top applications, exploring means to enhance trust by improving the reliability and transparency of the messaging ecosystem. 
The participating organizations were:  
3G Telecommunications Limited; Beamlink, Inc.; CAS Quantum Network Co. Ltd.; CISCO; DIDWW Ireland Limited; Futurewei Technologies Inc.; Giesecke+Devrient Mobile Security; GlobalCell LLC; Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd; InMobiles; Internet Initiative Japan Inc.; Mukti Mandiri Lestari; Nokia; NTT Inc.; Oki Electric Industry Company Ltd. (OKI); Rohde & Schwarz GmbH & Co. KG; SomosGov Inc.; Telefon AB - LM Ericsson; Telkom SA SOC Ltd.; Trace Media International FZ-LLC; Türk Telekom A.S.; ZTE Corporation
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