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	Abstract:
	The document reports on the Council Working Group on Strategic and Financial Planning's (CWG-SFP) review of TSAG-LS15. At the CWG-SFP meeting in Geneva, 12-14 January 2026, various views were expressed on the text and improvements proposed. The principal objectives of these changes were to ensure that the Priorities of the Strategic Plan remain high-level and do not include details which can be reflected in and implemented through the operational plans. The drafting of the revised text for Priority 2 was undertaken by a mix of Member State and Sector Member representatives and was agreed by the full meeting of the CWG.



Having presented TSAG-LS15 (CWG-SFP-4/5) to the Council Working Group on Strategic and Financial Planning (CWG-SFP) at its (final) meeting held in Geneva, 12-14 January 2026, various views were expressed on the text and improvements proposed. The principal objectives of these changes were to ensure that the Priorities of the Strategic Plan remain high-level and do not include details which can be reflected in and implemented through the operational plans. The drafting of the revised text for Priority 2 was undertaken by a mix of Member State and Sector Member representatives and was agreed by the full meeting of the CWG, as shown below.
A reply LS was received, as found in TSAG-TD303.



Document CWG-SFP-4/5
TSAG-LS15
LS on the fourth submission of TSAG to the Council Working Group for Strategic and Financial Plans (2028-2031)
Further consideration of TSAG's suggestion on reformulating Thematic Priority 2 for the draft Strategic Plan for 2028-2031
TSAG's third submission to CWG-SFP (CWG-SFP-3/16 | TSAG-LS13) suggested reformulating the Thematic Priority (TP) 2 from "International numbering resources" to "Development of international standards". However, it was pointed that TP2 should reflect the full scope of ITU-T's work, while distinguishing it from a single activity or product, and in line with the proposed outcomes guided by the results-based management (RBM) approach. TSAG considered it and proposes reformulating TP2 as "Global ICT Interoperability" with the following description.

	Priority 2: Global telecommunications/ICTs Interoperability and Innovation
ITU focuses on strengthening the global ecosystem of information and communication technologies telecommunications/(ICTs) through the development, adoption, and implementation of international standards that ensure interoperability, compatibility, and innovation.
One key pillar of this priority is the development of international standards. International standards ensure interoperable and interconnected telecommunication/ICT networks and services worldwide. By fostering membership inclusive participation in the standardization process—especially from developing countries—this priority aims to create a level playing field that accelerates infrastructure development, enhances global connectivity, embraces new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs and reduces costs through economies of scale.
The other key pillar of this priority is the effective allocation and management of international telecommunication numbering, naming, addressing, and identification (NNAI) resources, which are instrumental to the functioning of global ICT networks and services. These resources are essential not only for fixed and mobile interpersonal communications, but also for non-interpersonal services such as machine-to-machine (M2M) communications and Internet of Things (IoT) connectivity. As demand for these services continues to grow, the global effective administration of international coordination of NNAI resources becomes increasingly critical.
ITU holds a unique responsibility in managing these limited resources, ensuring their equitable and efficient use to support the optimum performance of international telecommunication networks and services. This responsibility reinforces ITU's broader role in enabling seamless global communications and fostering innovation across the ICT landscape.
This priority serves as a cornerstone for enabling sustainable digital transformation, fostering innovation, encouraging the establishment of international technical standards for new and emerging telecommunication/ICT technologies and ensuring that ICT networks and services worldwide speak the same technical language.
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