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ITU Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group
26 January 2026
Welcome Remarks  

Seizo Onoe
Director, Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
International Telecommunication Union 

TSAG Chair Abdurahman Al Hassan
my fellow elected officials, colleagues and friends, 

Good morning. It’s a great pleasure to see you all again. 

Last year, with the strong standards dimension of our AI4G Global Summit, our message was very clear – the ITU standards platform is at everyone's service; to help us navigate new frontiers.  

Our world is always changing, and new technologies always accelerate change. 

With every breakthrough, we must build consensus to ensure that change is change for the better. 

The success stories submitted to TSAG remind us how much we can achieve when innovators work together to address shared challenges. 

Strong industry engagement results in impactful standards. 

I highly appreciate TSAG's studies in this regard, and how our standards experts are acting as ambassadors for ITU.

I am also very grateful to our members hosting ITU meetings around the world, for more experts to join us. 

With sharp focus on market needs, our standards will continue to make an impact. 

TSAG reviews our strategy, structure and working methods to keep us inclusive, efficient and always ready to rise to new challenges. 

In this spirit, we are inviting your views on our progress with a new methodology for operational planning – aimed at ensuring that our services meet your expectations.  

I am looking forward to another productive year working with you. 

We will continue leading by example on collaboration with other standards bodies and UN agencies. 

And, as a global membership committed to consensus, I have no doubt that we will create many more success stories showing how ITU standards build bridges between technologies and communities. 

I thank our Chair, the larger management team, and everyone contributing to TSAG for your outstanding service to ITU and the public interest. 

I wish you every success this week and an enjoyable stay in Geneva. 

Thank you. 
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