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	Abstract:
	This TD provides the response to TSAG-LS9 on streamlining JCA operations with the intention to continue JCA-VHC operation in this study period (2025-2028). 
Action requested: TSAG is requested to endorse the operation of JCA-VHC (as a continuation of the activities of JCA-DCC) in the 2025-2028 Study Period or to advise the way forward meeting its objective.


There is a need to work to meet the instruction from PP-22 Resolution 215 on the “Role of telecommunications/ICTs in mitigating global pandemics", i.e., resolves 1 (to cooperate and offer assistance, in collaboration with WHO and other United Nations organizations and stakeholders, in work related to existing, new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs) and to continue maintaining the VHC standardization roadmap. In addition, there is a strong need to continue its operation from participating groups such as ECMA.  
JCA-VHC notes TSAG-LS9 on streamlining JCA operations.
This TD conducted a thorough analysis leveraging the guiding principles in the new Appendix I:
· Impact of JCA-VHC:
The impact of JCA-VHC lies precisely in its ability to provide a neutral, cross-cutting coordination mechanism in a domain that is inherently fragmented across multiple SDOs. From a practical and operational point of view, the objectives of JCA-VHC cannot be achieved through other ITU-T structures, as none are designed to convene, align, and sustain engagement across the breadth of internal and external stakeholders required for verifiable health credentials. The market, regulatory, and public-health environments are exerting increasing pressure for interoperable solutions in this space. In this context, JCA-VHC plays a unique and necessary role by enabling coherence, avoiding duplication, and accelerating alignment across standards efforts that would otherwise evolve in isolation. JCA-VHC also represents the natural and mandate-driven continuation of the work initiated under JCA-DCC. Its establishment is grounded in PP-22 Resolution 215 on “The role of telecommunications/ICTs in mitigating global pandemics”, particularly the calls to cooperate with WHO and other UN entities, to institute an effective framework for addressing future pandemics, and to facilitate the exchange of best practices across standards bodies. In this respect, JCA-VHC is not an additional layer, but an enabling structure that operationalizes the Resolution’s objectives and ensures their sustained implementation. 
· The lifetime of the JCA should not exceed two years renewable once.
JCA-VHC is the successor to JCA-DCC which held 7 meetings since its establishment. At its fifth meeting, JCA-DCC held a workshop on “Future of verifiable health credentials beyond COVID-19” where, based on discussions, an extension of the scope of JCA-DCC to verifiable health credentials was considered and subsequently agreed at the following meeting. The transition from JCA-DCC to JCA-VHC, effective in the current study period, was thereafter proposed to and endorsed by TSAG. JCA-VHC was renewed once at the May 2025 TSAG meeting and remains eligible for one further renewal. It is therefore proposed that JCA-VHC continue its operations for the remainder of the current study period (2025-2028). 
· The need to continue, update the terms of reference, or terminate the JCA
It is proposed that JCA-VHC should be continued. At present, there is no identified need to update its terms of reference. However, JCA-VHC will review the potential need to modify its title and terms of reference to adapt to the evolving nature of this domain.
· Coordination issues addressed by the JCA during the reporting period, or on a yearly basis (as applicable)
JCA-VHC addresses standardization coordination related to verifiable health credentials , including digital COVID-19 certificates based on verifiable health credentials, digital health wallets and related enabling technologies.
· Number of meetings held and the concrete outcomes achieved at each meeting
JCA-VHC started as JCA-DCC and has a relatively short history. Since JCA-DCC’s 1st meeting in February 2023, a total of 7 meetings so far. All info, docs and reports of its meetings are available at its homepage.  In May 2025, JCA-DCC was terminated and TSAG established Joint Coordination Activity on Verifiable Health Credentials (JCA-VHC) to continue under a new ToR.
· Deliverables developed and maintained under the JCA (e.g., roadmaps, gap analyses)
Over the 7 meetings, the outcomes can be summarised as:
1. participating organizations shared information of their activities and work progress, and
2. JCA-VHC roadmap was reviewed and updated after each meeting and kept up to date.
· Number of participants and different entities represented at JCA meetings
Across its 7 meetings 10-45 persons participated with an average estimated at 25 participants. Representatives from the following entities participated: ITU-T internal from ITU-T SGs (16, 20); and external organizations ECMA, ETSI, EC, ICAO, ISO/IEC JTC 1/SCs (7, 27), W3C, WHO.
· Number of input documents submitted to JCA meetings
JCA-VHC has not received any input documents, however, looking at the history, JCA-DCC received 79 input documents (including revisions) in 7 meetings so an average of 11 input documents per meeting.
· Number of active liaison relationships maintained with external bodies and ITU Study Groups
According to the ITU-T LS database, JCA-DCC sent 7 LSo during 2022-2024.
Across all 7 meetings, JCA-DCC/JCA-VHC maintained active coordination with a broad range of ITU-T Study Groups and external organizations. Updates and contributions were received from ITU-T FG-AI4H (now concluded), Study Groups 17 and 20, ECMA TC51, ETSI eHealth, the European Commission, ISO/TC 215, ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 17, SC 27 and SC 31, HL7 International, the Joint Initiative Council, the World Health Organization (WHO), as well as from the Member State China.
JCA-VHC hopes these answers to be discussed during this TSAG meeting or that TSAG provides a way forward to discuss them. TSAG is requested to endorse the operation of JCA-VHC (as a continuation of the activities of JCA-DCC) in the 2025-2028 Study Period or to advise the way forward meeting its objective. 
_______________________
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