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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION BUREAU 
	

	
	Geneva, 26 February 2026

	[bookmark: Adress_E]Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 3/15
SG15/ HO
	-	To Administrations of Member States of the Union;
-	The State of Palestine (Res. 99 (Rev. Dubai, 2018));
-	To ITU‑T Sector Members;
-	To ITU‑T Associates of Study Group 15;
-	To ITU Academia

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6356
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-mail:
	tsbsg15@itu.int 
	

	Web:
	https://itu.int/go/tsg15 
	

	Subject:
	Meeting of Study Group 15; Montreal, Canada, 29 June -10 July 2026

	Dear Sir/Madam,
[bookmark: _Hlk117516982]1	It is my pleasure to inform you that the next meeting of Study Group 15 (Networks, Technologies and Infrastructures for Transport, Access and Home) is planned to be held at Le Centre Sheraton Montreal Hotel, and McGill University in Montreal, Canada, from 29 June to 10 July 2026, inclusive, at the kind invitation of the Department of Innovation, Science and Economic Development (ISED) of Canada.
2	Note that the entire meeting will run in English only with no interpretation.
3	The meeting will open at 0900 hours on the first day, and participant registration will begin at 0800 hours at Le Centre Sheraton Montreal Hotel.
4	Practical meeting information is set out in Annex A. Additional information on the meeting venue, hotels, transportation will be made available from SG15 website. Delegates are reminded that, as per the provisions currently in force, decisions will be taken by those physically present in the meeting room. The opening and closing plenary sessions will be supported by real-time webcast only (see Annex A for more details).
5	A draft meeting agenda and time plan, prepared by the Chair of Study Group 15, Mr Glenn Parsons (Canada), are set out in Annexes B and C, respectively.
6	A workshop on “Evolution of optical networks for AI” will be held on 29 June 2026.
7	A joint IEEE 802-ITU-T Study Group 15 workshop on “Emerging standards in the AI/ML world” will be held on Saturday, 11 July 2026. The IEEE 802 LAN/MAN Standards Committee is planning to meet at the same venue (Le Centre Sheraton Montreal Hotel) in Montreal (12-17 July 2026).
8	These workshops are open to ITU members and to non-members; further details will appear on the SG15 website well in advance of the meeting. Note that registration is necessary to participate in each workshop separately from the SG15 meeting. It can be done from each workshop web page.
Key deadlines:
	14 March 2026
	-	Request a Letter of Invitation to obtain a TRV (Temporary Resident Visa) (see details in Annex A)

	29 April 2026
	-	Submit ITU-T Member contributions for which translation is requested

	29 April 2026
	-	Pre-registration (via the online registration form on the study group homepage) 

	18 May 2026
	-	Submit fellowship requests (via the forms on the study group homepage; see details in Annex A)

	16 June 2026
	-	Submit ITU-T Member Contributions (via Direct Document Posting)


I wish you a productive and enjoyable meeting.

	Yours faithfully,
[image: ]Seizo Onoe
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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	Latest meeting information
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ANNEX A
Practical meeting information
WORKING METHODS AND FACILITIES
DOCUMENT SUBMISSION AND ACCESS: The meeting will be run paperless. Member contributions should be submitted using Direct Document Posting; draft TDs should be submitted by e-mail to the study group secretariat using the appropriate template. Access to meeting documents is provided from the study group homepage, and is restricted to ITU-T Members who have an ITU user account with TIES access.
WIRELESS LAN facilities will be available to delegates at the venue
REMOTE PARTICIPATION: Remote observation will be provided on a best-effort basis for all study group and working party plenary sessions. Interactive remote participation will be provided on a best-effort basis for some sessions. As per the provisions currently in force, decisions will be taken by delegates physically present in the meeting room.
In order to access sessions remotely, delegates must register for the meeting. Participants should be aware that, as per usual practice, the meeting will not be delayed or interrupted because of a remote participant’s inability to connect, listen or be heard, at the Chair’s discretion. If the voice quality of a remote participant is considered insufficient, the Chair may interrupt the remote participant and may refrain from giving the participant the floor until there is indication that the problem is resolved. Use of the meeting chat facility is encouraged to facilitate efficient time management during the sessions, at the Chair’s discretion.
REAL-TIME CAPTIONING: Real-time captioning will be provided on a best-effort basis for all study group plenary sessions.
PRE-REGISTRATION, NEW DELEGATES, FELLOWSHIPS AND VISA SUPPORT
PRE-REGISTRATION: Pre-registration is mandatory for both in-person and remote participants and is to be done online via the study group home page at least one month before the start of the meeting. The ITU-T registration system requires focal-point approval for registration requests; however, this can be changed to allow automatic approval as outlined in TSB Circular 1. Some options in the registration form apply only to Member States, including function, and fellowships requests. The membership is invited to include women in their delegations whenever possible. 
NEW DELEGATES are invited to attend an orientation session on the work of ITU-T.
FELLOWSHIPS: To facilitate participation from eligible countries, up to two partial in-person fellowships per country may be awarded, subject to available funding. A partial fellowship will cover either a) the air ticket (one return economy class ticket by the most direct/economical route from the country of origin to the meeting venue), or b) an appropriate daily subsistence allowance (intended to cover accommodation, meals and incidental expenses). In case two partial fellowships are requested, at least one should be an air ticket. The applicant's organization is responsible to cover the remaining participation costs.
In line with Plenipotentiary Resolution 213 (Dubai, 2018), it is encouraged that fellowship nominations take into consideration gender balance and inclusion of persons with disabilities and with specific needs. The criteria to grant a fellowship include: available ITU budget; active participation, including the submission of relevant written contributions; equitable distribution among countries and regions; application by persons with disabilities and specific needs; and gender balance.
The request form is available from the study group homepage. Fellowship requests must be received by 18 May 2026 at the latest. They are to be sent by e-mail to fellowships@itu.int or by fax to +41 22 730 57 78. Registration (approved by the focal point) is required before submitting a fellowship request, and it is strongly recommended to register for the event and to start the request process at least seven weeks before the meeting.
VISA SUPPORT: Most participants will either need a TRV (Temporary Resident Visa) or an eTA (Electronic Travel Authorization) to enter Canada. Since the meeting is hosted by the Government of Canada, the application fee for the TRV will be waived. Detailed information on entry requirements and the application process has been provided in the “Information on Requirements to enter into Canada” available on the SG15 homepage. 

Participants who require a Letter of Invitation to obtain a TRV are requested to contact the host (ISED Canada) via email at sg15-ce15@ised-isde.gc.ca as soon as possible, after confirmed meeting registration with the ITU. In your email request, please include the “Invitation Letter Request Form” available on the SG15 homepage. Participants are strongly encouraged to apply for a visa at least 14 weeks in advance of their anticipated departure date to allow for sufficient time for processing. Please ensure to include the “Letter of Invitation” and the meeting registration confirmation in your TRV application.
MEETING VENUE, HOTEL AND OTHER PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Venue of the first day of the meeting (29 June 2026)
Le Centre Sheraton Montreal Hotel
1201 René-Lévesque Blvd W, Montreal, Quebec H3B 2L7, Canada 

VENUE of the SG15 MEETING Week #1 (30 June- 3 July 2026)
McGill University 
680 Sherbrooke St W, Montreal, Quebec H3A 0G4, Canada

VENUE of the SG15 MEETING Week #2 (5 July – 10 July 2026)
Le Centre Sheraton Montreal Hotel
1201 René-Lévesque Blvd W, Montreal, Quebec H3B 2L7, Canada

Being the main venue for the ITU-T SG15 meeting, Le Centre Sheraton Montreal Hotel is also the recommended option for your entire accommodation while in Montreal. The hotel’s sleek modern design is complemented by plush furnishings and attentive staff, ensuring that every aspect of your stay is nothing short of exceptional. As such, a discounted group rate of CAD $315 per night has been made available to all ITU-T SG15 delegates.
Reservations at the discounted group rate are only available online at the following link: https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1761074195428&key=GRP
As July brings a flurry of festivals and events to the city of Montreal, securing your room reservations early will ensure seamless access to the ITU-T SG15 meeting sessions. In order to take advantage of the group discount rate, delegates are advised to book their hotel accommodation by Friday, 22 May 2026. All ITU-T-SG15 room rates are subject to the availability in the room block.  When the block is sold out or after the deadline has passed market rates will apply.
Additional practical information on the meeting venue, hotels, transportation will be made available from SG15 homepage.


ANNEX B
Draft agenda for the fourth meeting of ITU-T Study Group 15
Montreal, 29 June- 10 July 2026
1. Opening of meeting
2. Opening Remarks
3. Approval of agenda
4. Organization of Study Group 15
5. Working methods
5.1. TSAG matters of interest to SG15
5.2. Guidance for the work of SG15
6. Feedback and Status Reports on interim activities (since October 2025)
6.1. Approval of the second SG15 meeting reports (SG15-R5-R8, October 2025)
6.2. SG15 interim activities (matters of interest to Plenary)
6.3. Status on SG15’s liaison, innovation, marketing, promotion and other roles
6.4. Status of draft Recommendations consented/determined
6.5. SG15 management matters of interest to Plenary
7. Objectives for this meeting
8. Time Plan for this meeting (Annex B)
9. Meeting facilities and logistics
10. Documents and their allocation
11. Miscellaneous

Note: Items 1-11 will be covered in the opening plenary on 29 June, and Items 12-21 will be covered in the closing plenary on 10 July.

12. Reports of Working Parties
12.1. Matters for resolution at study group level
12.2. Intellectual Property Rights Inquiry
12.3. Determination of draft new/revised Recommendations according to Resolution 1 (TAP)
12.4. Consent of Recommendations proposed for approval using Recommendation ITU-T A.8
12.5. Agreement of other texts
12.6. Status of Recommendations (SG15 Work programme)
12.7. Liaison and interaction with other groups
12.8. Interim Rapporteur/WP activities
13. Approval of any draft new/revised Recommendations according to Resolution 1 (TAP)
14. Approval of any draft new/revised Recommendations referred back to SG during AAP
15. Leadership appointments for Study Group 15 (if any)
16. OUI assignment update (if any)
17. Reports on SG15’s liaison, Promotion and Coordination Group, and other roles
18. Report of SG15
19. Future activities
20. Miscellaneous
21. Closing

NOTE ‒ Updates to the agenda can be found in SG15-TD211/PLEN.
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ANNEX C
Draft time plan
Study Group 15 draft time plan, Montreal, 29 June- 10 July 2026 (first week)

	
	Monday, 29 June
	Tuesday, 30 June
	Wednesday, 1 July
	Thursday, 2 July
	Friday, 3 July
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	Session times: 0 – 0800-0900, 1 – 0900-1030, 2 – 1100-1230, 3 – 1400-1530, 4 – 1600-1730 (4bis – 1600-1700, 4ter – 1700-1800); 5 – 1800→...
§ Welcome event, 1800-1930 (Sponsored by Ciena, Ericsson, Corning)   

	
	
	
	



Session during the lunch break:
Information session on ITU strategic plan for the Plenipotentiary Conference will be held on Tuesday, 30 June 2026 (Session J in notes).





Study Group 15 draft time plan, Montreal, 29 June- 10 July 2026 (second week)
	
	Monday, 6 July
	Tuesday, 7 July
	Wednesday, 8 July
	Thursday, 9 July
	Friday, 10 July
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	Session times: 0 – 0800-0900,   1 – 0900-1030, 2 – 1100-1230, 3 – 1400-1530, 4 – 1600-1730; 5 – 1800→...
§ Networking event, 1800-1930 (Sponsored by IEEE 802)   #: Information sessions (if required)



Workshop after the meeting:
A joint IEEE 802-ITU-T Study Group 15 workshop will be held on Saturday, 11 July 2026.


Notes:
	A
	Joint Q6, 11, 12, 13, 14/15 Liaisons and topics of common interest (the Questions will meet independently if the joint meeting closes before the end of Session 1)

	B
	Joint Q13, 14/15 Topics of common interest on synchronization (the Questions will meet independently if the joint meeting closes before the end of the session)

	C
	Joint Q12, 14/15 Topics of common interest on ASON, SDN, cloud and media

	D
	Joint Q12, 14/15 Topics of common interest on ASON, SDN, cloud and media

	E
	Joint Q12, 14/15 Topics of common interest on ASON, SDN, cloud and media

	F
	Promotion and Coordination Group (PCG)

	G
	Joint Q12, Q14/15 Review report of joint meetings

	H
	Joint Q6 and Q11/15 on B1T

	J
	Information session on ITU strategic plan for the Plenipotentiary Conference

	K
	Joint Q2, Q5 and Q6/15 session on hollow core fibres

	L
	Workshop on the evolution of optical networks for AI

	M
	Joint Q2 and Q3/15 session

	
	

	W
	WP1/15 Chairs and Rapporteurs only − Report preparation

	Y
	WP2/15 Chairs and Rapporteurs only − Report preparation to check documents for consent and Liaisons

	Z
	WP3/15 Chairs and Rapporteurs only − Report preparation




NOTE ‒ Updates to the time plan can be found in SG15-TD248/GEN.
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