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	Abstract:
	CITEL proposes a draft new Resolution to WTSA-24 on “ITU standardization initiatives to foster metaverse enabling technologies” with the aims to promote a coordinated and effective approach to the standardization of metaverse enabling technologies to promote their development. CITEL believes that it is essential to create an appropriate environment for standardization, as well as to prioritize the effective design of policies, so that they address the various aspects of the metaverse, mitigate its risks without slowing down the opportunities offered by its development, and allow to enhance the impact it can have, promoting the bridging of the digital divide, the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as well as concerns related to interoperability, accessibility and inclusion, the dynamics of market competition, security, trust, privacy and data protection, among others.
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ADD	IAP/39A19/1
DRAFT NEW RESOLUTION [IAP-MV] (New Delhi, 2024)
ITU standardization initiatives to foster metaverse enabling technologies
(New Delhi, 2024)
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (New Delhi, 2024),
recalling
a)	the relevant provisions of Article 1 of the ITU Constitution, in particular No. 6 and 13, which stipulates that one of the purposes of the Union is to promote the extension of the benefits of the new telecommunication technologies to all the world’s inhabitants, and it shall facilitate the worldwide standardization of telecommunications, with a satisfactory quality of service;
b)	Resolution 70/1 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
c)	Resolution 70/125 of the UNGA on Outcome document of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the overall review of the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society;
d)	Resolution 139 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the Use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society;
e)	Resolution 140 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on ITU’s role in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society,
recognizing
a)	the successful conclusion of the ITU-T Focus Group on metaverse (FG-MV), having identified fundamental metaverse enabling technologies;
b)	the relevant achievements of ITU-T study groups especially those related to the metaverse;
c)	that metaverse itself is not realized by a new technology but rather a combination of various emerging technologies and attributes, and it can be implemented by converging various elemental technologies and standards from many relevant standards development organizations (SDOs),
considering
a)	that fully realizing the benefits of metaverse will require bridging digital divides and achieving universal access to telecommunications/ICTs;
b)	that the development of metaverse brings both opportunities and challenges,
resolves that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector
1	carry out standardization work to ensure that the various technical components of metaverse can effectively integrate and interoperate, including architectures, requirements, protocols, systems, and services;
2	establish a JCA-metaverse (JCA-MV) reporting to the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) to coordinate the relevant standardization work of each ITU-T study group and collaborate with related SDOs and relevant parties outside ITU-T,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
1	to identify opportunities, as appropriate, for coordination and cooperation within ITU and other relevant organizations and collaboration with relevant stakeholders with regard to this resolution;
2	to provide the necessary assistance to speed up standardization work on metaverse and to encourage participation and contributions from Member States, particularly developing countries;
3	to organize workshops, including with other relevant SDOs, to collect requirements and inputs on this topic from a wide range of stakeholders:
4	to report to WTSA on the progress in implementing this Resolution,
invites Member States, Sector Members, Associates, and Academia
1	to actively participate into metaverse-related standardization work;
2	to exchange their experiences and contribute to discussions on new challenges for metaverse enabling technologies and on how these may contribute to the achievement of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda within the mandate of the Union.
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