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	Abstract:
	CITEL proposes modifications to WTSA Resolution 48, which are intended to advance the Sector’s progress toward achieving a multilingual Internet. Recognition of the Sector’s roles, past achievements, and the need to strategically enhance collaboration and cooperation, these modifications strengthen Resolution 48 and will have a positive impact globally. Moreover, the objective is to encourage further collaboration with the ITU-D Sector and other regional and international organizations that have leading roles in progressing IDNs and Universal Acceptance. A key component of this engagement is raising awareness and having the Director of the TSB commit to making incremental progress toward achieving a multilingual internet
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MOD	IAP/39A12/1
[bookmark: _Toc104459723][bookmark: _Toc104476531][bookmark: _Toc111636773][bookmark: _Toc111638424]RESOLUTION 48 (Rev. Geneva, 2022New Delhi, 2024)
[bookmark: _Toc104459724][bookmark: _Toc104476532][bookmark: _Toc111638425]Internationalized (multilingual) domain names
(Florianópolis, 2004; Johannesburg, 2008; Dubai, 2012, Geneva 2022; New Delhi, 2024)
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Geneva, 2022New Delhi, 2024),
recognizing
a)	relevant parts of Resolution 102 (Rev. Dubai, 2018Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference;
b)	Resolution 133 (Rev. Dubai, 2018Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference;
c)	Resolution 82 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC);
cd)	relevant outcomes of the two phases of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS);
de)	the evolving role of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, in accordance with Resolution 122 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference;
ef)	the ITU strategic plan for 2008-2011 2024-2027 reflecting the important role of multilingualism in enabling the full participation of all countries in the work of ITU and focus on universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation, in building a global information society that is open to all, and in achieving the goals and objectives of WSIS,;
g)	the role industry, relevant technical and international organizations, and the top-level domain (TLD) operator community have in continuing to advance the functional use of internationalized domain names (IDNs) in the domain name system; 
h)	while significant progress in the technical development and availability of IDNs in the Domain Name System (DNS) has been made, Universal Acceptance remains the primary challenge;
i)	the lack of multilingualism on the Internet is a key contributor to the adoption gap and a significant barrier to meaningful connectivity for much of the world,
considering
a)	that there needs to be further in-depth discussion of the political, economic and technical issues related to internationalized (multilingual) domain names arising out of the interaction between national sovereignty and the need for international coordination and harmonization;
b)	that intergovernmental organizations have had, and should continue to have, a facilitating role in the coordination of Internet-related public policy issues;
c)	that international organizations have also had, and should continue to have, an important role in the development of Internet-related technical standards and relevant policies; 
d)	that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector has a record of successfully handling similar issues in a timely manner, especially as to the use of non-Latin character sets;
e)	that the appropriate organizations have made significant progress in advancing the technical capacity of the DNS to incorporate IDNs, and the DNS industry continues expand their offerings of IDNs;
f)	that despite the growing adoption of IDNs, enhancing user awareness of the availability of IDNs and challenges of Universal Acceptance is required to ensure their continued growth; 
g)	the ITU Development Sector can be a leader in building capacity to expand multilingualism on the Internet, including through the promotion of Universal Acceptance;
eh)	the ongoing activities of other relevant organizations,
resolves to instruct Study Group 16 of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector and other relevant study groups
to continue to study internationalized (multilingual) domain names, and to continue to liaise and cooperate with appropriate entities, whether intergovernmental or non-governmental, in this area,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
a)	to raise awareness to ITU-T Member States and Sector Members of the challenges facing Universal Acceptance and IDNs by actively participating in relevant activities like Universal Acceptance Day and engaging with local Universal Acceptance ambassadors;
b)	to support the ITU-D sector in engaging stakeholders, raising awareness, and incentivizing progress within the ITU-D membership including Member States and Sector Members to support and promote multilingualism;
c)	to continue to collaborate with organizations like United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and related community groups to facilitate the adoption of IDNs and promote Universal Acceptance;
d)	to share information with ITU Member States and Sector Members from efforts, best practices and global developments by industry, regional and international organizations;
e)	to take appropriate action to facilitate the above and to report to the ITU Council annually regarding the progress achieved in this area,
invites Member States, Sector Members and regional groups concerned
to contribute to these activities.
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