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	Abstract:
	ITU Member States that signed this contribution strongly insist on continuing to refer to the specific date of approval of the Recommendation rather than hiding it under the term “In force”


[TSB NOTE – Revision 1 to this Contribution was revised after the meeting to reflect the request from Member States to be added to the Source. There are no other changes to the content of the Contribution.]
Introduction
Today, in ITU Recommendations, as well as in Resolutions of the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP), the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), the Radiocommunication Assembly (RA), the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), when indicating references to other Recommendations/Resolutions, always after the title of the Recommendation/Resolution indicates the date (year) when the referenced Recommendation/Resolution was approved. This procedure is prescribed in the Guide to Authors for the Development of ITU-T Recommendations. This arrangement makes it easier to search for information using references when you need to find the document that was the basis for the Recommendation/Resolution. 
Recently, when developing or revising ITU Recommendations in ITU-T SG2, a number of delegations have proposed to use a completely different approach, namely, instead of indicating the date of approval of the referenced document, use the term “In force”, which means that the reference is valid for the latest existing version of the referenced document.

Discussion
The proposed approach has a number of issues. 
1. Incompatibility with the procedure for using references to documents in top-level documents, namely in the Resolutions of the PP, WTSA, RA, WTDC. 
2. Reduced transparency of information about versions of documents underlying the creation of the adopted Recommendation. 
3. The possibility of a factual error when new versions of referenced documents are not compatible with the old version. Moreover, even in existing Recommendations it is always stated (in accordance with the Guide to Authors for the Development of ITU-T Recommendations) that “All Recommendations and other reference documents are subject to revision; Therefore, users of this Recommendation are encouraged to consider applying the latest edition of the Recommendations and other reference documents listed below." This approach seems to be the only correct one, since “study the possibility of application” does not mean automatically transferring the provisions of the new version of the referenced document to the current text of the Recommendation. The introduction of the term “In force” instead of the year of approval will mean the unconditional application of any new versions of referenced documents to the existing text, which is extremely dangerous, can lead to factual errors, and should be strictly avoided. 
4. Such a proposal should only be considered by WTSA or PP as it affects the working methods of all study groups in ITU-T and other sectors of the ITU

Proposal
The ITU-T Member States who signed this contribution strongly insist that the actual approval date for referenced documents continue to be specified instead of the proposed to the use of the term “In force” in all new or revised ITU-T Recommendations until WTSA or ITU PP decide otherwise.
_______________________




image1.png




