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	Abstract:
	This Liaison Statement seeks clarification from TSAG regarding the use of the term “in force” in place of an actual Approval date for normative references to ITU-T Recommendations.


This Liaison Statement seeks clarification from TSAG regarding normative references to ITU-T Recommendations. The clarification being sought is whether or not it is possible to make a general reference to the latest ITU-T Recommendations rather than a specific reference, e.g.:
Example of a general reference: 
[ITU-T E.164]	Recommendation ITU-T E.164 (In force), The international public telecommunication numbering plan.
Example of a specific reference:
[ITU-T E.164]	Recommendation ITU-T E.164 (2010), The international public telecommunication numbering plan.
Background
At the Q1/2 RGM (virtual, 12-16 February 2024 – report in SG2-TD401/PLEN), the meeting agreed to use the term “In force” instead of indicating the actual date of approval of the Recommendations in clause 2 references of several work items that are under study in ITU-T SG2. At that meeting, Russia opposed the use of the term “In force”. A Contribution on this topic (SG2-C159R1) was submitted to the ITU-T SG2 e-plenary (11 March 2024), which is attached to this Liaison Statement. 
Although the ITU-T SG2 e-plenary agreed to align all Recommendations under consideration for the purpose of Approval or Determination at the e-plenary meeting to use the actual year of the latest versions of any Recommendation listed in clause 2 references, the term “in force” is used on the web pages of ITU-T Recommendations to indicate which version is relevant as opposed to “superseded”.
Conclusion
–	TSAG is requested to provide guidance on whether the use of “In force” for references to other ITU-T Recommendations is permissible and, if so, whether any conditions or best practices would apply.
–	ITU-T study groups are requested to share their views and previous practice regarding the use of “In force” instead of indicating the actual date of Approval.

Attach:
–	Using the term "In force" instead of indicating the actual date of approval of the Recommendations (SG2-C159R1).
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