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	Abstract:
	This is the A.13 justification for a proposed new A-series Supplement on "Guidelines for the development of a standards gap analysis".
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	Purpose and scope (defines what issue this non-normative document will address, thus permitting readers to judge its usefulness for their work; also defines the intent or objective of the non-normative document and the aspects covered, thereby indicating the limits of its applicability):

	To enhance a common understanding of work that needs to be done, and to identify potential competitive advantages and strategic standardization opportunities while optimizing the allocation of resources, conducting a standards gap analysis might prove beneficial when a study group plans to:
–	expand its scope,
–	establish a new Question,
–	form a focus group, or
–	add a new work item to its work programme.
A standards gap analysis can be developed by a study group, or provided in a contribution to a meeting and further refined by the study group.

	Summary (provides a brief overview of the proposal):
This Supplement provides guidelines to aid ITU-T study groups in developing a standards gap analysis of work done in other study groups or other standards development organizations. A standards gap analysis may be useful when a study group is considering new areas of work (i.e. establishing a new Question, establishing a focus group, adding a new work item to its work programme).

	Relations to ITU-T Recommendations or other documents (approved or under development):

	ITU-T A.1, A.7

	Liaisons with other study groups or with other standards bodies:

	All study groups

	Supporting members that are committing to contributing actively to the work item:

	Canada, TBD
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