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	Abstract:
	This TD provides an overview of the newly envisioned Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) Program


I. Background
[bookmark: _Hlk155951308]Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) constitutes a pivotal element of the ITU's overarching aims to foster global connectivity and drive digital transformation. The primary objective of the BSG program is to address the disparities in ITU’s member countries, developing countries inter alia, in terms of developing and implementing the international standards set by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), ITU-T Recommendations in particular, pursuant to the ITU Constitution (i.e., Article 17) and Resolutions (e.g., Resolution 123 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) and Resolution 44 (Rev. Geneva, 2022)) adopted by the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) and the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) respectively.
The PP-22 Resolution 71 further indicated the outcome indicators to measure the BSG: e.g., 
· Total number of ITU-T study group leadership positions held; 
· Total number of ITU-T study group meetings/participants;
· Total number of countries represented in ITU-T study group meetings;
· Total number of contributions submitted to ITU-T study group meetings;
· Total number of ITU-T recommendation downloads; and
· Total number of workshops and other events in support of ITU-T study groups/participants.
II. Analytics: Outcome Indicators
The analytics based on the outcome indicators above at Annex 1 demonstrate that there are standardization gaps from leadership, participants, contributions, downloads to meetings and events including gender: i.e.,
Leadership: leadership can be in part demonstrated by their positions as Contributors, of which total number was 230 between 2020 and 2024. There are gaps from developed countries to developing countries. A gender gap also exists as only approximately 25% of the leadership positions are occupied by women. In terms of regional distribution, 43% of the roles were occupied by representatives from the Asia Pacific, followed by 23% (Africa), 13% (Americas), 13% (Europe), 5% (Arab States) and 3% (CIS).
Meetings: the number of ITU-T study group meetings was 158 between 2020 and 2023, which is around 32% of the total number of both statutory meetings and non-statutory events (i.e., 499).
Participants: the top five countries remined the same for both statutory meetings and non-statutory events of ITU-T. Member States participated most at the statutory meeting, while non-members did at the non-statutory events. Asia-Pacific participated most at the statutory meetings, while Western Europe participated most at the non-statutory events. Gender gaps exist (e.g., some 30% of female; and some 70% of male for both physical and remote meetings. However, female participants were increased to 35% when the events were held by Regional Groups at the relevant regions. It is also worth noting that there are more participants at the remote meetings even after the COVID-19 through MyWorkspace by both developed and developing countries.
Countries: 171 countries represented at the ITU-T’s statutory meetings, while 184 countries represented at the non-statutory events between 2020 and 2023.
Contributions: the contributions were made most to SG13 followed by SG16, for which China was contributed most followed by Republic of Korea, Japan and so forth, between 2020 and 2023. 
Downloads: the level of downloads was at average around 2.4 million in each year (e.g., 2020, 2021 & 2023), while downloads of G series reached to 4 million from 2018 till 2023. There are gaps of downloads among developed, developing, and least developed countries; and languages from English followed by Spanish, French, Russian, Arabic to Chinese.
Events: non-statuary meetings (e.g., workshops and other events) in support of ITU-T study groups/participants were 53.71% out of a total of 499 meetings. 
Fellowship: Fellowship was increased over the years particularly in 2023, when 152 fellowships were granted to the eligible delegates in Africa followed by Arab, Asia-Pacific, CIS, the Americas, and Europe according to the available funds and conditions, while gender gaps exist.
III. New BSG Program
In 2023, the new Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) Program was conceptualized under the guidance and support of TSB Management to bridge the gap and make it more “fit for purpose” to foster meaningful connectivity and sustainable development through ITU-T standards with strategic pillars: i.e., development and implementation facilitated by resources and partnerships with initial support by the MIC, Japan, encouraging others to join the new program (see Annex 1 and TSAG TD409, Section 12).
The new BSG program aims for the result-based management by analysing the gaps, trends, and strengths (Annex 1). This has been progressing since 2023, with on-going endeavours in close coordination and cooperation across TSB and with BDT for both pillars, which are inter-twined with each other, supported by resources and partnerships.
Development: TSB enhanced the standards-formulation capabilities of delegates from member states, developing countries inter alia, improved data analytic tools in close coordination and cooperation within TSB (e.g., SGD & OPD); updated its website (https://www.itu.int/bsg/) including new interviews with ITU-T SG leaders; increased fellowship for which systemic coordination and collaboration was established between TSB (OPD) and BDT (DDR); and organized increased the number of physical and remote BSG trainings with updated training content and modules in co-location and close collaboration and cooperation with ITU-T SGs, Regional Groups, and Regional Offices in ITU-D (e.g., Regional Development Forum) for effective results and optimization of resources as indicated below: 
· SG5RG-AP, Bangkok, Thailand, 11-12 September 2023, in close collaboration with RDF;
· SG11, Geneva, 10-20 October 2023;
· SG2RG-AFR, Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire, 21-22 September 2023;
· SG13, Geneva, 23 October – 3 November 2023; and
· SG17RG-AFR and Regional Cybersecurity Summit for Africa, Kampala, Uganda, 20-23 November 2023,
Implementation: TSB developed and conducted an interactive quiz[footnoteRef:2] as a trial during the BSG training with the support of ITU-T SG13, which was planned with customized questionnaires to expand to wider groups and events, so as to identify the adoption of ITU-T standards in alignment with national plans, policies, and regulations as well as the utilization by ITU-T members and associates including private industry in particular and academia among others; identified thematic initiatives (e.g., DFS Security Lab, Cyber Defence Center 4 Developing Countries (CDCP), The United for Smart Sustainable Cities (U4SCC), Making Listening Safe (MLS), Testing Lab etc.) in close cooperation and support from the ITU-T SGs as a way to raise awareness, facilitate partnership, and implement ITU-T standards; mobilized resources to kick-off and re-envision the BSG; and explored outreaching partnership, for which coordination with Regional Offices in BDT, Regional Standards Organizations, and Regional Telecommunication Organization was initiated and on-going in close cooperation across TSB (e.g., SGD and TSP) for the journey towards successful WTSA 2024 (e.g., roadmap in Annex 1). [2:  The results of the Quiz are available here.] 

IV. Conclusion
Considering the above, the TSAG is invited to note the TD422 and provide guidance and support to achieve the BSG together.


Annex 1: New Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG) Program
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