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	Abstract:
	This document provides TSAG and all ITU-T SGs the discussion results at ITU-T SG16 meeting in October 2022 on the establishment of a new Focus Group on the "metaverse/immersive virtual universe" and a proposed draft ToR. It also provides further issues that need to be considered by TSAG. SG16 indicates its willingness to be the parent SG for this new FG.



[bookmark: _Hlk117545021]ITU-T SG16 would like to inform major results about the relevant activities on metaverse since the establishment of CG-Metaverse at SG16 meeting in January 2022. The pre-standardization work for the metaverse has been well carried out through three CG e-meetings in July, August and September 2022, and the results of the CG activities are summarized in the CG activity report in SG16-TD21-R1/PLEN. CG-Metaverse reviewed and discussed several metaverse related issues such as definitions, concepts, various use cases, platform interoperability, and the status of the related standardization activities of major standard development organizations based on 29 contributions received by CG.
The CG discussed further the establishment of a new Focus Group on metaverse during the ITU-T SG16 meeting in October 2022. Liaison statements sent from ITU-T SG17 and ITU-T SG 20 were also reviewed. The results of CG activities are included in the CG activity report, attached as SG16-TD60/PLEN.
As a result of CG discussion in ITU-T SG16 meeting, a provisional title of Focus Group was agreed as "metaverse/immersive virtual universe (FG-metaverse)", considering the trademark issue on the term "Metaverse" and the proposal from SG17 on the title. Draft ToR for the new FG-metaverse has been developed which is attached to this document as SG16-TD39-R3/PLEN.
However, there was no consensus reached regarding the parent group of a new FG-metaverse. Some members strongly proposed that ITU-T SG16 should be the parent group of the new FG because multimedia aspects and related technologies are major parts of metaverse platform and services. It was noted that many Rapporteur Groups of SG16 have been developing standards regarding audio-visual coding, multimedia systems and services, immersive systems and services, AI-enabled multimedia, distributed ledger technology, human factors, accessibility, smart health, vehicle multimedia, etc., and these are enabling, highly related to metaverse technologies and services. Equal opinions were also raised whether TSAG would be the proper location to cover broader topics of interest to other ITU-T SGs. It includes security, personally identifiable information (PII), QoS, cloud and edge computing, digital twin, and IoT, etc. It was noted that ITU-T SG17 already proposed that a new FG on metaverse should be established under TSAG to enable standardization work on various topics of interest to relevant ITU‑T SGs.
The following issues need to be further considered at TSAG meeting in December 2022:
–	title of Focus Group regarding trademark issue;
–	objective and task need to be extended to address additional topics interested by other ITU-T SGs if necessary;
–	parent group of the FG-metaverse;
–	leadership team of the FG-metaverse;
–	other related issues, if any.
ITU-T SG16 is willing to be the parent of the Focus Group on metaverse and coordinate with other Study Groups and related SDOs, if consensus reached at TSAG.

Attachments: 
1. Report of CG-Metaverse activity in ITU-T SG16: SG16-TD60/PLEN
2. Draft ToR of FG-metaverse (clean version): SG16-TD39-R4/PLEN
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