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	Abstract:
	Concerns with deadline changes in Rec.A.8

Introduction

WTSA-20 updated A.8 to add the highlighted sentence:

4.6 The Director shall explicitly announce the intention to approve the draft Recommendation at least three weeks prior to the study group meeting. The Director shall include the specific intent of the proposal in summarized form. Reference shall be provided to the documentation where the draft text and comments from the last call (and additional review, if relevant) may be found. The documentation should be published twelve days prior to the Director's call, with a table (see Annex A) indicating all comments not agreed in the consultation with those entities that made those comments. The edited text of the draft Recommendation from the additional review (or last call if there is no additional review) is submitted for approval by the study group meeting in accordance with clause 5 below.

The change in 4.6 of Rec. A.8 indicates that the last call comment resolution table should be posted 12 days before the Director’s call (not the SG meeting as was previously implied).  The Director’s call (i.e., addendum to the collective letter) should be issued 3 weeks before the SG meeting.  Therefore, the table of comments now needs to be posted at least 33 days before the meeting. 
As an example, if we needed to start additional review (AR) for a draft before this SG15 meeting (19-30 Sept.), the last opportunities to start AR are as follows:
A.8 (10/2008)
· The last AAP to start an AR: 1 Aug.
· AR comment deadline: 21 Aug.
· Addendum to the collective letter to show an intention to approve: 29 Aug. (3 weeks before the meeting)
· The TD for approval: 6 Sept. (same as the Contribution deadline)
· SG15 meetings starts: 19 Sept.
A.8 (03/2022)
· The last AAP to start an AR: 16 July
· AR comment deadline: 6 Aug.
· The TD for approval: 16 Aug. (12 days before the deadline for the addendum)
· Addendum to the collective letter to show an intention to approve: 29 Aug. (3 weeks before the meeting)
· SG15 meetings starts: 19 Sept.
As a result, the new A.8 requires us to start AR one AAP cycle earlier.

Discussion
While the intent was to formalize documentation and ensure it was available, it is not clear if the intent was to extend the AR period.
Further, it is not clear what needs to be published as “the documentation” 12 days prior to the Director’s call in addition to the partially resolved comment resolution table.

Proposal
SG15 requests TSAG clarify the WTSA changes to Rec A.8.
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