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	Abstract:
	International standards development organizations (SDOs), as well as industry forums and consortia, are increasingly building their capabilities to move to machine readable standards and that standards are increasingly authored with machine consumption or execution in mind. International SDOs are already working to develop common architectures and protocols for such standards. The ITU should participate in these collaborative efforts so it remains at the forefront of standards development. This resolution asks ITU-T to support the development of technical standards that are machine applicable, readable and transferable (SMART) including working with other international SDOs to develop common architectures and protocols for SMART standards.
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ADD	EUR/38A35/1
DRAFT NEW RESOLUTION [ECP-3]
Development of standards that are machine applicable, readable and transferable (SMART) in the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector
(Geneva, 2022)
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Geneva, 2022),
recognizing
a)	that the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) Recommendations are used to support ever more complex systems and processes;
b)	that standards which are machine applicable, readable and transferable enable a seamless application of those standards across a broader range of industries;
c)	the opportunity to provide information in new ways to enable full integration of the information in ITU-T standards with systems used by global industry,
considering
a)	the provisions of the ITU Constitution and ITU Convention related to strategic goals and objectives of the Union; 
b)	that, according to Resolution 122 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on the evolving role of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, the membership is continuing to collaborate with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), and that this Resolution underlines the importance for Member States and ITU-T Sector Members working closely together, in a proactive, cooperative and forward-looking way, taking into account their respective responsibilities and objectives, in order to the promote the continued evolution of ITU‑T;
c)	the ITU‑T’s desire to maintain its relevance and credibility in domains which would seek to use ITU-T Recommendations in their applications;
d)	that, in order to encourage industry participation in ITU‑T, standards-making in ITU‑T should respond appropriately to the needs of the information and communication technology industry in a coordinated way;
e)	that changing the way standards are authored, structured, stored, and published means machines can process the content in new ways;
f)	that, furthermore, by providing semantic enrichment of the content of standards, it would enable advanced search capabilities for defined elements in the standards, which would in turn enable machines to find and use those elements and perform operations on them,
noting
a)	that other international standards development organizations (SDOs), as well as industry forums and consortia, are increasingly building their capabilities to move to machine readable standards and that standards are increasingly authored with machine consumption or execution in mind;
b)	that machine readable standards would require a change in approach in the way standards are developed, managed, distributed and used;
c)	that the implications of introducing machine readable standards would impact the ways study groups work, and the way the Bureau manages the process;
d)	that a proliferation of approaches to SMART standards would damage the coherence of global standards and negatively impact users of standards;
e)	that standards which are not machine readable, which require additional processing by the user before implementation, will increasingly become obsolete and fail to have a significant impact on emerging industries;
f)	that Recommendations proposed in response to those needs will increase ITU's credibility and will respond to the needs of countries by deploying optimized technical solutions and reducing the proliferation of such solutions, which will also have economic advantages for developing countries,
resolves to instruct the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group
1	to discuss with ISO and IEC their approaches to SMART standards through the Standardization Programme Coordination Group (SPCG) and work with these organisations closely to develop common architectures and protocols for SMART standards;
2	to liaise as needed with industry consortia, other organisations that have a role in developing telecommunications/ICT standards, other relevant UN agencies and partner bodies (e.g., WHO) who are interested in SMART standards and considering developing architectures and protocols;
3	to collect the needs of ITU-T stakeholders, including sector members and study groups, in relation to SMART standards (the aim should be to build on the existing ISO and IEC approaches and to ensure a coherent and coordinated approach to SMART),
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
1	to consider the implications of a SMART approach to standards, including for the ways of working of the Bureau;
2	to ensure that industry participants, including those representatives from developing countries, are able to engage fully in all matters which fall within the purview of ITU-T;
3	to provide the necessary assistance to the TSAG in the implementation of this Resolution;
4	to involve the TSB Director's ad hoc group on intellectual property rights (IPR), as appropriate;
5	to report back to TSAG on progress under this Resolution,
invites Member States, Sector Members, Associates and other participants in the work of ITU-T
to provide contributions and proposals to the ad hoc group.
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