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ADD	ARB/36A31/1
DRAFT NEW RESOLUTION [ARB-2]
Information and Communication Technologies role in combating global pandemics
(Geneva, 2022)
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Geneva, 2022),
recalling
a)	Resolution 74/270 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on “Global solidarity to fight the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)”, which calls on the United Nations system “to work with all relevant actors to mobilize a coordinated global response to the pandemic and its adverse social, economic and financial impact on all societies”;
b)	UNGA Resolution 74/306 on “Comprehensive and coordinated response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”;
c)	UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 “Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages”, as well as SDG 9 “Build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization and foster innovation”, and SDG 11 “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
d)	Article 40 of the ITU Constitution on the “Priority of Telecommunications Concerning Safety of Life”;
e)	Article 46 of the constitution, on distress calls and messages;
f)	Article 5 of the International Telecommunication Regulations, on safety of life and priority of telecommunications;
g)	Resolution 136 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the Plenipotentiary conference - The use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for humanitarian assistance and for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situations, including health-related emergencies, for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief;
h)	Resolution 175 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) of the Plenipotentiary conference on the use of telecommunication/information and communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs;
i)	Resolution 66 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, Information and communication technology and climate change;
j)	Resolution 646 (Rev. WRC-19) on public protection and disaster relief;
k)	Resolution 647 (Rev. WRC-19) on Radiocommunication aspects, including spectrum management guidelines, for early warning, disaster prediction, detection, mitigation and relief operations relating to emergencies and disasters;
l)	Resolution 202 (Busan, 2014) of the Plenipotentiary conference - Using information and communication technologies to break the chain of health-related emergencies such as Ebola virus transmission; 
m)	Resolution 73 (Rev. Hammamet, 2016) - Information and communication technologies, environment and climate change;
n)	Resolution 78 (Rev. Hammamet, 2016) - Information and communication technology applications and standards for improved access to e-health services;
o)	Resolution 98 (Hammamet, 2016) - Enhancing the standardization of Internet of things and smart cities and communities for global development,
p)	Resolution 34 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference, on the role of telecommunications/information and communication technologies (ICTs) in disaster preparedness, early warning, rescue, mitigation, relief and response;
q)	WTPF-21 OPINION 5: Use of telecommunications/ICTs in COVID-19 and future pandemic and epidemic preparedness and response,
recognizing
a)	that COVID-19 pandemic is a major public health crisis that disrupted public life; 
b)	that ICTs play a critical role, in particular how new and emerging technologies can help predict and monitor global pandemics; 
c)	the continuous studies carried by relevant ITU-T Study Groups in using emerging technologies such as AI in predicting global pandemics; 
d)	the role played by ITU’s Financial Inclusion Global Initiative (FIGI) in organizing webinars on insights on Digital Financial Service during COVID-19;
e)	REG4COVID Platform that was created by the BDT as a way to collect information and case studies on the responses to COVID-19 pandemic, 
recognizing further
a)	ITU’s support for business resilience and the promotion of participation of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises;
b)	ITU-WHO-UNICEF initiative in providing up to date information on COVID-19;
c)	that Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are an important and integral component of multi-hazard early warning systems and common alerting protocol, that manage and deliver alerting messages to those in affected areas and wider at national or international level which allows them to take action to mitigate the impacts of the hazard;
d)	Recommendation ITU-T X.1303, on Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) which is a simple but general format for exchanging all-hazard emergency alerts and public warnings over all kinds of ICT networks, allowing a consistent warning message to be disseminated simultaneously over many different warning systems, thus increasing warning effectiveness while simplifying the warning task,
taking into account
that the International Telecommunication Union had a great role in forecasting and monitoring the impact of natural and man-made disasters, particularly in developing countries,
noting
the critical role played by space based applications, and new and emerging technologies such as big data artificial intelligence in the fight against COVID-19,
resolves to instruct the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau in collaboration with the director Radiocommunication Bureau
to continue using ICT new emerging technologies in predicting, monitoring, and mitigating epidemics impacts before being transformed to global pandemics;
to cooperate closely with the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, 
1	in continuing the spread of the awareness and knowledge to developing countries on the use of ICT in emergencies and health-care;
2	in providing all means and support in implementing the digitization in daily life aspects,
invites the Secretary-General, 
to continue cooperating with relevant organizations such as World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), and World Food Programme (WFB) in providing up-to-date information and studying means to predict and control future global pandemics,
invites Member States 
to consider updating their National Telecommunciation emergency plans (NTEP) taking into account Covid-19 pandemic as well as future pandemics;
invites Member States, Sector Members, Associates and academia, as appropriate
1	to cooperate closely with relevant organizations and industry involved in ICTs to combating COVID-19 as well as future pandemics;
2	to participate actively in the implementation of this resolution.
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