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Welcome Remarks 
Chaesub Lee
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Secretary-General, BDT Director, BR Director
TSAG Chairman 
Distinguished colleagues and friends,

I wish you a happy New Year and warm welcome to this meeting of TSAG. I hope that you and your families are all keeping well. 

We continue our work together to ensure a successful WTSA and I have been very grateful for your support in navigating the persistent challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic.

We all face this challenge in equal measure, and I thank you for the commitment to cooperation that has characterized ITU’s response. 

A recent global survey of over 2,500 companies – across all industries – found that the pandemic has accelerated the implementation of ICTs by 6 years on average. 

This acceleration in digital transformation has brought increasing attention to ITU standardization work. 

We see this attention from all communities, in government, industry, academia, and civil society. 
A spotlight is shining on ITU’s responsibility to drive the international collaboration essential to ICT infrastructure development, connecting the unconnected, and building confidence and trust in ICTs.

ITU-T membership continues to grow in number and diversity. In 2021, we welcomed 43 new industry members, and 18 new academia members. We are also welcoming more and more start-ups and SMEs, and 43 of ITU-T’s Associates are now participating under the reduced fee structure for SMEs. 

This upward trend has been one of the hallmarks of the 2017 to 2021 study period, and it is certain to continue.   

The strong participation in our Focus Groups, and breadth of topics under study, are a clear indication of the expanding variety of stakeholders in ITU standardization. 

I would also like to highlight that ITU-T’s support to digital transformation was the dominant theme throughout the discussions of our CxO meeting in December. 

This meeting also emphasized the growing synergy between industry and academia’s work in the development and application of ICTs, particularly in the field of AI and machine learning. 

This synergy is highly evident in the overwhelming response that we have seen to the ITU Challenge on AI and machine learning in 5G, with the second edition of the challenge last year welcoming over 1,600 participants from 82 countries. 

I would also encourage you to review the talks and papers of our Kaleidoscope academic conference in December, where we see a range of insights on the centrality of digital transformation to the future of our societies and economies. 

As a final point on digital transformation, this one very close to home, I would like to highlight the value of TSAG’s work to review our experience with virtual meetings and advise on their future course. ITU-T was quick to embrace virtual meetings and we have built up a wealth of experience in this regard. The outcomes of this work are certain to be of great interest to all stakeholders in ITU’s work.

Let me conclude with special thanks to my friend, Bruce Gracie, our TSAG Chairman.

This is the last TSAG meeting that Bruce will chair since taking up this position in 2010. We have all benefited greatly from his leadership, and this final meeting is sure to deliver yet more productive results. 

Bruce, you have made an excellent advisory group of TSAG. I share my deepest gratitude to you and your management team for your many years of invaluable service to ITU-T.  

Thank you.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I wish you every success this week and on the final stretch to WTSA. 
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