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	Abstract:
	This contribution provides suggestions for TSAG consideration and promotion with respect to the WTSA-20 preparation activities of ITU-T SG13 and SG11 concerning the proposed new questions Q.F/13, Q.G/13, Q.O/11 and Q.P/11 related to Future Vertical Communication Networks (FVCN).



Introduction
Since 2019, ITU-T study groups have been carrying out discussions on the definition and/or update of the Questions to be studied during next study period (2021-2024). 
As far as the WTSA-20 preparation activities of ITU-T SG13 and SG11 in particular, we have noticed wide interest and participation of the member states and the sector members in the specific discussions concerning the proposed new questions Q.F/13, Q.G/13, Q.O/11 and Q.P/11 (SG-13 TD-292-PLEN and SG-11 TD-1459-R1-GEN, respectively:
· F/13: Requirements, capabilities and architecture for Future Vertical Communication Networks including support of high precision and deterministic networking
· G/13: Framework and Technologies for ManyNets in Future Vertical Communication Networks
· O/11: Signalling and protocols for ManyNets support in Future Vertical Communication Networks
· P/11: Protocols for control and management of high precision communications in Future Vertical Communication Networks
[Note: the ToR of Q.F/13, Q.G/13, Q.O/11 and Q.P/11 contained in the above mentioned TDs are the result of the iterations and updates performed during the related discussions at the NSP adhoc and SG meetings held since the last TSAG meeting in February 2020.]

Discussion
Unfortunately, given the lack of consensus at the last July 2020 SG13 and SG11 virtual meetings, the experts’ discussions on these proposed new questions will continue over the next months, and the related conclusions will take place at next SG13 and SG11 virtual meetings in December 2020. 
In this perspective, we wish to provide here two basic observations and two suggestions for TSAG consideration and promotion as appropriate. We firmly believe they can help in progressing constructive and technically-focused discussions on the proposed Q.F/13, Q.G/13, Q.O/11 and Q.P/11, towards positive conclusions (i.e. compromise and agreement on the texts for the proposed questions) in the WTSA-20 preparation of SG13 and SG11. 
We have observed that a major concern raised towards the proposed new questions is that the studies related to the evolution of the Internet’s architecture and the development of IP should be led by the IETF and the ITU-T should focus on telecommunications aspects within its expert remit. On this matter, we wish to highlight that, in order to avoid any ambiguity on the potential significant overlap concerning the mandate of ITU-T study groups with respect to that of other SDOs, at the July SG13 and SG11 meetings, the proponents of the new questions have proposed a modification of the terminology from “New IP based Networks” to “Future Vertical Communication Networks (FVCN)”, with related update of the corresponding Terms of Reference of the questions. 
The purpose of the modification is to clarify the intention of promoting - by means of the proposed new questions – holistic studies on telecommunications/ICTs network evolution for satisfying the emerging needs of the verticals enabled by the digital transformation. These studies on requirements, architectures, signalling and control of FVCN, definitely falling into the mandate [1][2] of ITU-T, are actually also a key driven force to facilitate the achievement of the UN SDGs, with ITU especially playing an essential role in the promotion of the global development of telecommunications/ICTs and ICT applications, within the mandate of ITU, specifically with respect to Action Lines C2, C5 and C6 of the Tunis Agenda - obviously, in cooperation with IETF and other SDOs as appropriate [3].
As far as the concern related to the evolution of the Internet’s architecture and the development of IP, it is important to note that verticals utilize digital technologies not restricted to the Internet, and the proposed holistic studies of FVCN do not rely on an evolutionary patchwork to existing technologies. Some of these studies may impact the Internet technologies – and in such scenarios it is expected to seek the necessary collaborations with other SDOs as appropriate – while other studies may lie purely within the remit of ITU as telecommunications/ICTs network related. 
In summary, we believe this constructive terminology modification (FVCN) is very helpful for stating the focus of the proposed studies more accurately, as well as for removing the above mentioned concern of potential overlap.   
We have also observed that, unfortunately, during the different SG13 and SG11 discussion sessions on these proposed new questions, although the proponents have been constructively enriched and adapted the texts of the proposed questions from technical perspectives with consideration of  the relevant community feedback all along the WTSA-20 preparation activities, the concerns expressed from the opposing parties have being constantly - and in quite repetitive fashion - focused on some non-technical arguments, and have not been accompanied by constructive and technically-focused proposals of enhancement of the proposed question texts. 

Proposals
Although there is still no consensus among the parties involved in the WTSA-20 preparation activities of ITU-T SG13 and SG11, FVCN is an open and technical topic. We hope that all members will participate and contribute technical contents in the discussions on the proposed new questions over the next months. In line with the above considerations, we provide the following suggestions for TSAG consideration and promotion as appropriate:
1. It is expected that a technically-focused discussion on the texts of the proposed questions Q.F/13, Q.G/13, Q.O/11 and Q.P/11 be actively pursued and progressed inside SG13 and SG11 towards the objective of reaching positive conclusions (i.e. compromise and agreement on the texts for the proposed questions). TSAG should encourage and support the two study groups in carrying out their work towards positive conclusions. 
2.  TSAG should encourage the strengthening of the collaboration between ITU-T and other SDOs while reminding that the need of collaboration is not an argument that can be used to hinder the study groups of ITU-T from conducting work within the ITU-T mandate. As far as the proposed FVCN studies, falling into the mandate of ITU-T, it is in fact expected that ITU-T is empowered to fully play its role, while coordinating where and as appropriate in the international standardization arena.
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