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	This contribution presents the Russian Federation’s concerns by the trying to stop the possibility of research on topics that are within the mandate of ITU-T and its SG.


Introduction
At the conclusion of work of the ITU-T Focus Group on Technologies for Network 2030 (FG NET-2030) a concept of a new architecture for future telecommunication networks and for a set of new protocols, initially named as a “new IP”, has become one of the deliverables of the FG NET-2030 activities. Different visions on the proposed concept resulted in a hot discussion held at the last TSAG meeting (February 2020). The topic was further discussed by ITU SG11 and SG13 during sessions dedicated to the WTSA-20 preparation. It was proposed to open the following Study Questions for these Study Groups to study different aspects of the new concept: 

· O/11 «Signalling and protocols for ManyNets support in Future Vertical Communication Networks» [footnoteRef:1]; [1:  Since the Questions are not agreed, their names are provided according to SG11-TD1458/GEN.] 

· P/11 «Protocols for control and management of high precision communications in Future Vertical Communication Networks»;
· F/13 «Requirements, capabilities and architecture for Future Vertical Communication Networks including support of high precision and deterministic networking»
· G/13 «Framework and Technologies for ManyNets in Future Vertical Communication Networks».
At the last meetings of SG11 (July 22-31, 2020) and SG13 (July 20-31, 2020), including one joint session, there was no common vision with respect to the concept of Future Vertical Communication Networks (earlier – “new IP”) and proposed new Questions O/11, P/11, F/13, and G/13.

Discussion
The key challenge of the above discussion was an actual lack of technical reasons and specific proposals to the texts of new Questions, those critical (opponents) of a new FVCN concept think that the arguments provided lead to the conclusion that there is no need to study the new architecture and protocols in ITU-T.
Comparison of the proposed IP-based architecture with its capabilities, advantages and disadvantages seems like an attempt to create a new Internet protocol-based network. Indeed, the Internet has become an important infrastructural element of the substantial part of activities and Internet Protocol has become a universal and widespread solution which is tremendously supported at the manufacturer’s level. That’s why it is obvious that new concepts and visions would be compared against this so-called reference solution. In this situation, new functionality would be treated as attempts to improve or extend the current solutions. But this is a natural process that does not prevent from development and improvement of existing technologies and protocols.  
In ITU we are regularly reminded that the issues of the architecture and Internet Protocol development are the IETF’s prerogative. Indeed, it’s a long-standing practice. We pass no judgment, however, we try to work with it. But at the same time, we are surprised to find out that the community which supports the IETF works suggest that we should limit our new studies only because it looks like an alternative to the existing system, or because the development of protocols proposed by IETF and other external SDOs can meet requirements of the future networks. ITU has not started studying the new opportunities, but we have been already given the answer, and it’s negative. It does not look like cooperation, but competition unacceptability of which is frequently discussed at the ITU meetings.
It has been repeatedly noted that ITU-T should provide information on the results of FG Net2030 to external SDOs so that they can ensure that there is no overlap with their activities. It may seem like a reproach pointing at ITU restrictiveness. But FG Net2030 format was created to remove the restrictions associated with formal ITU membership. This line of work was open to everyone. The Russian Federation believes that ITU will provide any information to the stakeholders in the field of standardization, but there is an obvious lack of cooperation, and not from the ITU side.
Another undoubtedly important argument: the cost of resources – financial and human. It was suggested that participating in work on similar topics in other SDOs and in ITU is costly for the expert community, and therefore it was suggested not to carry out this work in ITU. The flip side is that far from all ITU members can participate in the work of various SDOs and their structures. They, however, operate within ITU-T – the universal platform for telecommunication standardization. Those involved in standardization work outside ITU may face difficulties. It is possible that study proposals presented by ITU are not as relevant and interesting to our colleagues, and they would prefer to focus on their own studies. But when we talk about those participants in the process who are able to work solely within ITU, why should these ITU members abandon promising studies? The Russian Federation believes that, even if there are certain concerns, our colleagues could bring their experience into the ITU-T process and shed light on difficulties they faced in the course of their extensive activities in order to improve our results. To do that, we should undertake the research on the new concept – FVCN.
Proposal
The Russian Federation stresses that the development of new protocols and architecture of telecommunication networks is fully consistent with the ITU-T mandate, which is a comprehensive and representative platform for addressing standardization issues for all ITU-T members.
The Russian Federation invites all interested ITU-T members at December SG11 and SG13 meetings, which will consider Questions O/11, P/11, F/13, and G/13, respectively, to submit technical contributions with proposals in the documents’ contents, clearly showing technical work aspects or non-compliance of the proposed work with the mandate, if any.
The Russian Federation encourages relevant interested SDOs to increase their participation and substantive technical discussion of Questions within ITU through its ITU members or through its representatives in case of having ITU membership or through Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) and other forms of cooperation and participation in the work of ITU (if up to this point they are absent).
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