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	Abstract:
	This Liaison Statement contains the results of the discussion on the proposed restructure of ITU-T Study Group 5 for the next study period (2021-2024).

This Liaison Statement (LS) answers LS TSAG-LS27. 
ITU-T Study Group 5 would like to thank TSAG for the Liaison Statement on WTSA-20 preparations concerning work programme and structure. 
ITU-T Study Group 5 has carefully reviewed the Liaison Statement, including the presentation from TSB Director on Food for thought on Study Group structure in preparation for WTSA-20, and would like to inform TSAG that ITU-T SG5 would not like to be merged with other ITU-T Study Groups. Any restructuring in the work of the Study Groups can be reconsidered in the future, but not in the coming new study period. 
ITU-T Study Group 5 covers topics that are transversal to all information and communication technologies. These topics include the decarbonisation of the ICT sector, the potential benefits of the ICT sector to decarbonise other sectors of the economy, the development of circular economy and the impact of EMF on human health. Each topic is expected to receive a stronger and increased interest by ITU-T Member States, Sector Members, Academic Institutions, external organisations and the media during the upcoming study period. Therefore, it is important that these topics continue to be handled in a dedicated Study Group.
The merging of ITU-T Study Group 5 with other Study Groups may also decrease the efficiency of the group as a whole, since the current experts may not be able to work on all the topics that they signed up for due to budget limitation of some organizations, which permit only a limited number of experts to participate in each Study Group. 
ITU-T Study Group 5 is the leading Study Group on lightning; Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC); Electromagnetic Fields EMF; sustainability (including cities and communities’ sustainability aspects); climate change and environment; and circular economy. It has had significant impacts on the ICT industry thanks to the Recommendations that it has developed over the past years.
Please see as reference SG5-LS133 on WTSA-20 Preparation which was submitted to TSAG in September 2019.
Additionally, ITU-T Study Group 5 would like to suggest the following title for the new study period (2021- 2024): 
[bookmark: _Hlk40649172]EMF, environment, climate action, sustainable digitalization and circular economy
Please find in the attachments the proposed mandate, wording of Questions and structure of ITU-T Study Group 5 for the next study period (2021-2024).
ITU-T Study Group 5 looks forward to pursuing its close cooperation with TSAG.
Attachments: 2
Attach 1: ITU-T SG5 proposal for Annex 2 to REPORT TO THE WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION ASSEMBLY (WTSA-20), PART I: GENERAL - Proposed updates to the Study Group 5 mandate and Lead Study Group roles (WTSA Resolution 2)(with track changes).
Attach 2: ITU-T SG5 proposal for REPORT TO THE WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION ASSEMBLY (WTSA-20), PART II: QUESTIONS PROPOSED FOR STUDY DURING THE NEXT STUDY PERIOD (2021-2024).
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