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This liaison answers TSAG-LS18.

A new liaison statement has been received from SG2.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg2-oLS-00115.doc.

	[image: image2.png]\I«T§U§ 5




	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION

TELECOMMUNICATION
STANDARDIZATION SECTOR

STUDY PERIOD 2017-2020
	SG2-LS115

	
	
	STUDY GROUP 2

	
	
	Original: English

	Question(s):
	All/2
	Geneva, 4-13 December 2019

	(Ref.: SG2-TD803)

	Source:
	ITU-T Study Group 2

	Title:
	LS/r on TSAG requirement in relation to creation, participation and termination of Regional Groups (reply to TSAG - LS 18)

	Purpose:
	information

	LIAISON STATEMENT

	For action to:
	-

	For comment to:
	-

	For information to:
	TSAG RG-CPTRG

	Approval:
	ITU-T SG2 Management team (29 August 2019, by correspondence)

	Deadline:
	-

	Contact:
	Phil Rushton
UK
	Tel:
 +44 20 3286 3085
E-mail: philrushton@rcc-uk.uk


	Keywords:
	Regional Groups; Creation; Participation; Termination.

	Abstract:
	This liaison contains the reply to the liaison TSAG - LS 18 received from TSAG on creation, participation and termination of Regional Groups.


SG2 would like to thank you for your liaison on creation, participation and termination of Regional Groups.
During the SG2 plenary meeting held in Geneva, 19-28 February 2019, we took into consideration your requirement and according to information provided by the SG2 Regional Groups, following you may find the responses.
Currently, three Regional Groups are working on the SG2´s questions and topics: ITU-T SG2 Regional Group for Africa (SG2RG-AFR), SG2 Regional Group for Arab Region (SG2RG-ARB) and SG2 Regional Group for the Americas (SG2RG-AMR).
ITU T SG2 has ceased one regional Group.  A regional group was established for the East African Communications Entities Organisation group of countries in November 2009, and it existed until 2017 when it was replaced by the SG2 Regional Group for Africa (SG2RG-AFR).
a) Year of creation of each Regional Group;
SG2RG-ARB:

The SG2 RG-ARB was established by Study Group 2 at its 3-11 May 2006 meeting.
The website is accessible on: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/02/sg2rgarb/Pages/default.aspx 
SG2RG-AFR:

ITU-T SG 2 RG-AFR was created in 2017. It held its first meeting in Tunis, Tunisia from 26th to 27th April 2017. It held its second meeting in Cairo, Egypt from 4th – 6th December 2018.

The website is accessible on https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/02/sg2rgafr/Pages/default.aspx 

SG2RG-AMR:
At Dubai WTSA-12.
The website is accessible on https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/02/sg2rgamr/Pages/default.aspx
b) Number of Member States who requested and supported the creation of the Regional Group;

SG2RG-ARB: refer to contribution COM2-D107, document SG2-TD6-Rev2 (PLEN/2) and the report of the Study Group 2 Meeting, Geneva, 3-11 May 2006 SG2-R9. The document SG2RG-ARB-TD53 contains “List of SG2RG-ARB Member States”
SG2RG-AFR:

Refer to contribution SG2-C63 and the report of ITU-T SG2 of 27th November – 1st December 2017. The document SG2RG-AFR-TD44 contains “List of SG2RG-AFR Member States.

SG2RG-AMR:
Refer to the proposal is contained in IAP/38A6/1 for the WTSA-12. The Interamerican proposal was supported by 8 countries. Two countries requested the creation of the Regional Group. The approval is contained in Doc. 125 of WTSA-12. The document SG2RG-AMR-TD22 contains the “List of SG2RG-AMR Member States”
c) The criteria of creation for a Regional group;

SG2RG-ARB:
The objective of the Regional Group is to facilitate the involvement of Developing Countries (DC) in SG2 standardization activities, reflection of DC needs and requirements in SG2 questions, promote the implementation of SG2 recommendations, and increase awareness of DC with SG2 standardization areas.
Among the methodologies to achieve these goals are: Convening regional meetings, Use of electronic means and Collaboration of experts from the developed countries - as Flagship Group leaders - with DC experts.
SG2RG-AFR:
i. Expression of interest by Regional Member States

ii. Presentation of a contribution to ITU-T SG 2. The contribution details the Terms of Reference of the Regional Group.

iii. Approval by ITU-T SG2

SG2RG-AMR:
Proposal

In order to have a study space accessible to all Member States, contributing to the fulfillment of the ITU-T Resolutions related to the bridging of the standardization gap in general (Resolutions 44 and 54, Johannesburg 2008 ) and topics on Numbering and Addressing in particular (resolution 60 rev Johannesburg 2008), it is proposed at WTSA-12, the creation of a Regional Group of Study Group 2 for the Americas within the framework of the ITU-T Study Group 2, in line with the existence of the current Regional Groups for the African and Arab regions.
Rationales

The questions under study within Study Group 2 constitute a challenge for the countries of the different Regions of the ITU, having to seek the necessary cooperative processes to reduce the standardization gap, and focus the work in relation to the interests of the developing countries, in accordance with the implementation of the various Resolutions adopted at the ITU-T World Standards Assemblies.
This proposal is in line with Resolutions 123 of 2010 Guadalajara Plenipotentiary Conference and Res. 44 and 54 of Johannesburg, WTSA-08 and with the established in Resolution 5 (WTDC, Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) regarding the increase in the participation of developing countries in the activities of the ITU
In the Study Groups of the ITU Standardization Sector, mainly Study Group 2, the study and work of the Series E Recommendations related to Numbering is continued. In this regard, numerous actions have been carried out within the scope of said Commission in order to implement the Resolutions related to Telecommunication Standardization in relation to the interests of developing countries and reduction of disparity between developing and developed countries in terms of standardization of the WTSA. As an example of this, it was decided to create the Regional Groups for Africa and Arabia, experiencing a successful operation, because it is allowing to conduct the interests, objectives and concerns of the countries of that Region regarding Numbering.
d) The approved Term of Reference for the Regional Group as well as the Questions of the Study Group the Regional Group contributes to;

SG2RG-ARB:

The document SG2RG-ARB-TD37 contains “Terms of Reference and working method for SG2RG-ARB” was introduce as follows:
Terms of Reference for ITU-T Study Group 2 Regional Group for Arab (SG2RG-ARB)
a) To exhort active participation of the Arab Region Member States, Sector Members,  National Regulatory Authorities, Academia and Operators in the work of ITU-T SG2, its workshops and other relevant events.

b) To urge and stimulate the Arab Region Member States, Sector Members,  National Regulatory Authorities, Academia and Operators to get involved, and to contribute, to the work of ITU-T SG2, and in particular on New/Revised Recommendations developed by ITU-T SG2; 
c) To disseminate and share in the Arab Region relevant information provided by ITU-T SG2, its workshops and from other related standardization and technical bodies, on Operational Aspects of Service Provision and Telecommunications Management.

d) To identify and encourage studies on topics relevant to ITU-T SG2, according to the priorities set by the region. 

e) To facilitate the dissemination of information to Arab Region experts on important and emerging topics of SG2 available within SG2 or its workshops and tutorials, to be acquainted with these issues and to support their involvement in SG2 through mailing lists and/or physical participation, and to support their capabilities to prepare contributions to SG2.

f) To offer help to Arab potential experts interested in joining and taking part in the mailing list informal discussions, to increase participation of Arab experts in the work related to the Questions.

g) To identify specific training needs relevant to the work of ITU-T SG2; and to coordinate the organization of technical in-depth tutorials in the region on such topics jointly with ITU-T SG2.

h) To act as liaison between the telecommunication operators/regulators of the Arab region and ITU-T SG 2.

i) To assist Arab Member States, Sector Members,  National Regulatory Authorities, and Operators in the implementation of the ITU-T SG2 Recommendations in the region.

j) To cooperate, whenever possible, with the relevant respective regional organizations, standardization bodies and ITU regional offices.

k) To foster the discussion and study of scenarios on the challenges posed by the need of resources, their assignment, their use and/or misuse faced by operators and regulators in the Region.

l) To report on its work to the plenary meeting of its parent Group, ITU-T SG2.

Questions of the Study Group the Regional Group contributes to

	Question number
	T17 Question title

	Q1/2
	Application of numbering, naming, addressing and identification plans for fixed and mobile telecommunications services

	Q2/2
	Routing and interworking plan for fixed and mobile networks

	Q3/2
	Service and operational aspects of telecommunications, including service definition

	Q5/2
	Requirements, priorities and planning for telecommunication management and operation, administration and maintenance (OAM) Recommendations

	Q6/2
	Management architecture and security

	Q7/2
	Interface specifications and specification methodology


SG2RG-AFR:
The Approved Terms of Reference for the Regional Group

The document SG2RG-AFR-TD43 contains “Terms of Reference and working method for SG2RG-AFR” was introduced.

Questions of the Study Group the Regional Group contributes to

	Question number
	T17 Question title

	Q1/2
	Application of numbering, naming, addressing and identification plans for fixed and mobile telecommunications services

	Q2/2
	Routing and interworking plan for fixed and mobile networks

	Q3/2
	Service and operational aspects of telecommunications, including service definition

	Q5/2
	Requirements, priorities and planning for telecommunication management and operation, administration and maintenance (OAM) Recommendations

	Q6/2
	Management architecture and security

	Q7/2
	Interface specifications and specification methodology


SG2RG-AMR:

Terms of reference 

The main objectives of ITU-T Study Group 2 Regional Group for the Americas (SG2RG-AMR) are as follows:
a. To increase the active participation of the Americas Region Member States and Sector Members in the work of ITU-T SG 2, and in the implementation of the ITU-Tassociated Recommendations.
b. To foster the discussion and study of scenarios on the challenges posed by the need of resources, faced by operators and regulators in the continent.
c. To encourage the participation of the Americas’ countries in the Group’s meetings, workshops and other SG2 events. The Study Group 2 Regional Group for the Americas will offer help to potential experts interested in joining and taking part in the e-mail lists informal discussions, to increase expert participation in the work related to the Questions. It will provide important information from various workshops and from the SG2 events, and will incite experts to submit documents at these events. 
d. To urge the Americas’ countries to contribute to the work of ITU-T SG2 and, in particular, to contribute to the New/Revised Recommendations developed by ITU-T SG2. 
e. To exhort the Americas’ countries to actively participate in Study Group 2 and in other meetings related to the Group's topics, at least when these meetings are held in the Americas region. 
f. To ensure that ITU-T SG2 take advantage of the relevant information on regulations applicable to telecommunication networks, including the pilot tests that may be made. 
g. To act as liaison between the telecommunication operators, regulators of the Americas, regional standardization bodies and ITU-T SG2.
h. To support any initiative leading to the evolution and consolidation of the Group.
i. To strengthen standard-making capabilities within the region in accordance with Resolution 44 on “Bridging the Standardization Gap” (Rev. Hammamet, 2016).
j. To encourage studies on the operational aspects and impact of the Internet, convergence (of services or infrastructure) and new services, such as OTT, on regional telecommunications networks and services.
k. The criteria for participation in the Regional Groups and how cases, if any, of participation of Member States and Sector Members from outside the region are considered;
l. Any request for termination of an existing Regional group and criteria for termination, if any.
Regional Rapporteur groups for SG2RG-AMR 

Group 1; Numbering
Rapporteur: Uruguay

Group 2; Technical and operational aspects of infrastructure sharing
Rapporteur: Trinidad and Tobago
e) The criteria for participation in the Regional Groups and how cases, if any, of participation of Member States and Sector Members from outside the region are considered;
Resolution 1, section 2.3.3

The meetings of regional groups of other study groups shall, in principle, be limited to delegates and representatives from Member States, Sector Members and Associates of the study group concerned in the region. However, each regional group may invite other participants to attend all or part of a meeting, to the extent that these other participants would be eligible to attend the meetings of the full study group.

SG2RG-ARB:

An invitation is sent out through a collective letter to all Arab Countries members of ITU, the invitation is also posted on the ITU-T SG2 Regional Group for the Arab Group Page: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/02/sg2rgarb/Pages/default.aspx
Moreover, with regard to participation of Member States and Sector Members from outside the region, the management team can decide to send invitation if/when the need arises, after verification of experience and expertise regarding areas of interest related to SG topics
SG2RG-AFR:

Criteria for participation in the Regional Group

1. An invitation is sent out to all Africa Countries who are members of ITU through the focal Points. The list is attached

2. The invitation is posted on the ITU-T SG2 Regional Group for Africa Group Page. https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/02/sg2rgafr/Pages/default.aspx 
Participation of Member States and Sector Members from outside the region

These can participate after the regional group management team has extended the invitation to them. This has happened previously because we needed them to share experience and expertise regarding areas of interest to Africa

SG2RG-AMR:

An invitation is sent out through a collective letter to all American Countries members of ITU, the invitation is posted as well on the ITU-T SG2 Regional Group for the Americas Group Page: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/02/sg2rgamr/Pages/default.aspx.
Regarding participation of Member States and Sector Members from outside the region, it depends on a management team decision and invitation, after verification of experience and expertise regarding areas of interest related to SG topics.

f) Any request for termination of an existing Regional group and criteria for termination, if any.

SG2RG-ARB:

Not applicable.

SG2RG-AFR:

Not applicable.

SG2RG-AMR:

Not applicable.

__________________
