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A new liaison statement has been received from SG5.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg5-oLS-00090.docx.
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	Abstract:
	At the recent ITU-T SG5 meeting, a comment was made that calling a group a “Question” does not indicate the function of the group to outsiders. This LS suggests replacing it with other terms.


ITU-T Study Group 5 would like to inform TSAG that at the recent ITU-T SG5 meeting, a comment was made that calling a group of experts who are dedicated to studying a specific topic - a “Question” - does not indicate the function of the group to outsiders. In this regard, this document looks at other terms.

Existing terminology

Starting at the top there is the Study Group, which is a well-known term. In International English, it means:

· a group of people who meet to study a particular subject and then report their findings or recommendations.
Within the context of ITU, the term “Study Group” is a fit for its purpose.

Next there is Working Party. The meaning of this term is:
· a committee or group appointed to study and report on a particular question and make recommendations based on its findings.
A Working Party is more constrained than a Study Group as its members have to be appointed. They are given a question rather than a subject and make recommendations, but not necessarily with the core findings. Transferred into other languages one wonders if Working Party might be construed as a party where some work is done.
Working Group is a similar term and means exactly the same as Working Party.

As pointed out, Question is a strange label to apply as it has multiple meanings:

· a sentence worded or expressed so as to elicit information;

· a doubt about the truth or validity of something;

· the raising of a doubt about or objection to something;

· a matter requiring resolution or discussion.
In other SDOs, there are Task Forces, ad hocs and teams.
Task Force, Taskforce or Task Group are all well-known and have two meanings:

· an armed force organized for a special operation;

· a unit specially organized for a task.
Ad hoc means:

· created or done for a particular purpose as necessary;
· an ad hoc is more for short-term situations rather than a continuous process;
Team is usually associated with a competitive sport.
Next Steps
ITU-T Study Group 5 would like to suggest to TSAG to consider changing the following terms:

· Working Party into Working Group which is often used in other SDOs;
· Question into Task Group.
ITU-T SG5 looks forward to cooperating closely with TSAG.
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