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This liaison answers TSAG-LS16.

A new liaison statement has been received from SG12.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg12-oLS-00078.docx.
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SG12 thanks TSAG for their LS on hot topics. 

SG12 now asserts that Network Function Virtualization (NFV) has sufficient importance to the telecommunications industry that it should be listed as a primary Hot Topic, separate from “Realizing the 5G/IMT-2020 Vision”. 
The reasons include:

· There are certainly many NFV activities, which go beyond the scope of 5G/IMT-2020. NFV is used in the core network, in data centers, and in offering the so-called “cloud-computing” services. 
· The development of new Recommendation ITU-T Y.1550, “Considerations for Realizing Virtual Measurement Systems”, in Question 8/12 on Virtualized deployment of recommended methods for network performance, quality of service (QoS) and quality of experience (QoE) assessment. Additional work on this topic is identified in Appendix I/Y.1550.
· SG17 has two Recommendations in-progress related to the Security aspects of NFV.

· There are SG13 Recommendations in-progress on “Softwarization” of the network, which is simply a surrogate for NFV.

· SG11 has new work proposals in this area, appearing in the last year.

Proposal:

Remove NFV from the 5G/IMT-2020 item, and create an independent Hot Topic on NFV, citing the references above and listing the Study Groups with active work on this Hot Topic.

It may be appropriate to ask if SG13 are willing to be the main point of contact for this new topic. SG12 and others would of course be listed as cooperating study groups.

_______________________
