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A new liaison statement has been received from SG11.
This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg11-oLS-00088.docx.
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	Abstract:
	This LS contains the reply of ITU-T SG11 on the creation, participation and termination of Regional Groups


This liaison answers TSAG-LS18.
ITU-T Study Group 11 would like to thank TSAG for its liaison statement (TSAG-LS18) posted as SG11-TD724/GEN) on the creation of a new Rapporteur Group TSAG RG-CPTRG and on requesting all ITU-T SGs to provide feedback on the creation, participation and termination of regional groups.

Please find below the feedback from ITU-T SG11:

a) Year of creation of each Regional Group
ITU-T SG11 currently has two Regional groups (Regional group for Africa and Regional group for Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Transcaucasia):

SG11RG-AFR (2016):
- The establishment of SG11RG-AFR can be found in SG11-TD1319/GEN from ITU-T SG11 meeting, Geneva, 27 June-6 July 2016 (clause 9 of R34).

SG11RG-EECAT (2016):
- Originally known as SG11RG-RCC, the establishment of the Regional group can be found in C476 from ITU-T SG11 meeting, Geneva, 27 June-6 July 2016 (clause 9 of R34). The Regional group changed its name to SG11RG-EECAT, this change is documented in SG11-TD313/GEN from ITU-T SG11 meeting, Geneva, 8-17 November 2017 (clause 8 of R7).
b) Number of Member States who requested and supported the creation of the Regional Group
SG11RG-AFR: C501-R1 (Ghana, Uganda, Zambia)
“In relation to the possible creation of an ITU-T SG11 Regional Group for Africa, there was a 100% “yes” responses from 14 Member States. Out of the 14 Member States who responded, 79% representing 11 Member States namely, Benin, Guinea, Uganda, Zambia, Sudan, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Gambia and Burundi also answered “yes” to submitting a joint contribution to the meeting of ITU-T SG11 (June/July 2016) for the creation of such a regional group.  In addition, 86% of the respondents indicated that they would participate in the regional group activities/meetings.”
SG11RG-RCC: C476 (RCC countries, Rostelecom).

Then the name changed from SG11RG-RCC to SG11RG-EECAT: SG11-TD313/GEN.
The idea for the creation of a regional group for the CIS/RCC countries was approved by Ministers of RCC countries (Decision of Board of RCC CAs Heads № 51 22-19 24 May 2016).

c) The criteria of creation for a Regional group
In general, ITU-T SG11 follows the criteria defined in Resolution 1 WTSA-16. According to Resolution 1 (WTSA-16), there is the following criteria to create a Regional Group:

“2.1.4 A regional group may be established within a study group to deal with Questions and studies of particular interest to a group of Member States and Sector Members in an ITU region”

Among the hot topics of the Regional groups of ITU-T SG11 are: C&I testing, CASC, Counterfeit and Stolen ICT products, VoLTE interconnection etc. All of them highlighted in the relevant ToRs.

The decisions to create two Regional Groups of ITU-T SG11 were made in accordance with the following documents:

· SG11RG-AFR: SG11-TD1319/GEN from ITU-T SG11 meeting, Geneva, 27 June-6 July 2016
· SG11RG-EECAT (SG11RG-RCC at the time): C476 from SG11 meeting, Geneva, 27 June-6 July 2016. In addition, RCC/CIS countries use following criteria:
· Resolution 54 WTSA-16, Resolution 2 WTSA-16 and Decision of Board of RCC CAs Heads № 51 22-19 24 May 2016;

· Name of SG11RG matches to the ITU region and UN’s grouping into continents and subregions.

d) The approved Term of Reference for the Regional Group as well as the Questions of the Study Group the Regional Group contributes to
Current terms of reference are:

SG11RG-AFR
SG11RG-EECAT
e) The criteria for participation in the Regional Groups and how cases, if any, of participation of Member States and Sector Members from outside the region are considered
The SG11RG-EECAT and SG11RG-AFR are restricted to delegates and representatives from Member States, Sector Members and Associates of ITU-T Study Group 11 in the region respectively, in conformity with clause 2.3.3 of WTSA Resolution 1 (Rev. Hammamet, 2016).

“…2.3.3 The meetings of regional groups of other study groups shall, in principle, be limited to delegates and representatives from Member States, Sector Members and Associates of the study group concerned in the region. However, each regional group may invite other participants to attend all or part of a meeting, to the extent that these other participants would be eligible to attend the meetings of the full study group…”

SG11RG-AFR: SG11RG-AFR-TD22 – List of SG11RG-AFR Member States
SG11RG-EECAT: SG11RG-EECAT-TD21 – List of SG11RG-EECAT Member States
When necessary, the Chairman of the Regional Group can invite experts from outside of the region to participate in the Regional Group meeting. The experts can be invited to the Regional Group meeting to provide beneficial support of the group on their activities.

f) Any request for termination of an existing Regional group and criteria for 
· No such request has been received;

· The relevant contribution should be submitted to the parent ITU-T SG11, supported by consensus from members from the Region.
___________
