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TSAG noted the creation of a Study Group on Open Source Software by ISO/IEC JTC 1 and thanks the ITU-T liaison officer to JTC 1 for this information. TSAG would like to inform this Study Group of Resolution 90 (Hammamet, 2016) on open source on which TSAG is working. Since 2016, TSAG has liaised with the ITU-T study groups on open source. A bottom up approach was taken and the ITU-T study groups were asked to provide inputs on the following questions:
a)	What are the experiences of study groups and focus groups with open source? Is there a requirement of ITU-T study groups to collaborate with open source communities?
b)	What are the possible relationships between ITU-T Recommendations and open source? How to develop ITU-T Recommendations in collaboration with open source communities? How can open source foster the implementation of ITU-T Recommendations?
c)	What are the gaps with our existing instruments, processes and procedures (for example: Recommendations ITU-T A.5, A.25, A Supplement 5, JCAs, FGs, MoUs) when applied to interaction with open source communities?
d)	What approaches to open source collaboration with other organizations are beneficial?
The work is ongoing.
TSAG would like to offer the following comment:
· The timeline for the JTC 1 SG to provide a report and recommendation seems very tight and it would be very difficult for most working groups and JTC 1 Liaison Organizations to provide meaningful comments and feedback in that timeframe. As such, we believe the timeline might be inadequate to provide a representative outcome.
TSAG would appreciate clarification on the following points:
· JTC1 Resolution 6 does not distinguish if information will be gathered from a technical perspective only or if it will also include information related to operational aspects or/and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) aspects.
· As JTC1 Resolution 6 will likely impact IPR aspects and given that the patent policy is common to ISO, IEC and ITU, we would need to involve the TSB Director's IPR ad hoc group in due course.
· JTC1 Resolution 6 could also possibly impact working methods when open source software is used and given that ITU and ISO have joint activities developed under Recommendation ITU-T A.23 | ISO/IEC JTC1 Standing Document 3, it would be beneficial that ITU-T be informed or involved as the activity progress to ensure a smooth continuation of joint activities.
· It is not clear from JTC 1 Resolution 6, how the information will be gathered, and who will have access to the input and output of this group. We are of the view that data should be gathered transparently, and that any assessment and recommendations should be readily available for discussion and input.
TSAG would appreciate it that it is kept informed of any progress made by this Study Group and receive clarifications on the points above.
On a final note, please note that the third joint ITU-NGMN workshop, Licensing practices in 5G Industry Segments will take place in Geneva, 29 and 30 January 2019, where the use of open source in 5G may also be addressed. Participation is open to all and information relative to the event can be found at https://itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/itu-ngmn/Pages/20190129.aspx.
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