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A new liaison statement has been received from SG15.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg15-oLS-00084.docx.
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	Abstract:
	ITU Copyright Authorization Practices have allowed misuse of ITU-T Publications


In normal circumstances, it is a good thing when other organizations make use of the work of ITU-T by including text in their works. ITU Legal Affairs (LAU) routinely grants authorization to any requesting organization to copy (with attribution) material from ITU-T Recommendations and other publications.

In October 2017, it came to the attention of ITU-T Study Group 15 that the Telecommunication Standardization Development Society of India (TSDSI) had copied without permission material from Study Group 15 developed G.suppl56, OTN Transport of CPRI Signals.

Even more serious than the issue of copying without permission was the fact that TSDSI misused the material copied from the SG15 supplement in their CPRI Front Haul Transport Standard.

The SG15 document was intended to give visibility to OTN-based CPRI reach extension products currently in the market. The key reason that SG15 chose to make this material an informative supplement rather than a normative standard is that there is, at present, no vendor independent way to meet the CPRI performance requirements for CPRI signals mapped over OTN. G.suppl56 contains a warning to this effect. The supplement also indicates that the contents are a non-exhaustive list of example frame formats that might be used, and that other valid implementations are known to exist.
The TSDSI standard takes a subset of the SG15 examples and elevates them to a normative standard, without retaining the warning concerning that the use of any of the example mappings cannot assure that the CPRI performance requirements are met. SG15 sent a liaison statement to TSDSI expressing concern over the unauthorized and inappropriate use of our material:

https://www.itu.int/ifa/t/2017/ls/sg15/sp16-sg15-oLS-00075.docx 

SG15 management advised ITU LAU about the inappropriate and unauthorized use of our material. However, when LAU later received a request from TSDSI for permission to use this material, LAU granted it. When this came to the attention of SG15 management during the SG15 plenary meeting 29 January-9 February 2018, the SG15 management team immediately asked for a meeting with LAU to understand how to rescind the authorization.  This request was not accommodated during the time of our plenary.

SG15 proposes the following:

· That the ITU-T group who produced the material should be consulted prior to granting authorization to another organization to reuse the material to ensure that the reuse is appropriate.
· When authorization is granted, it should be on the condition that the use of the material is consistent with the ITU meaning of the material. It should not be possible to excerpt material out of context. Any warnings or qualifications provided to the material in the ITU document must be retained. The external use of the material should not promote material from an ITU informative publication to be a normative requirement.

· Particular care should be taken with regard to authorizing reuse of material from supplements. Often there is a very good reason material appears in a supplement rather than a normative Recommendation.

In addition to defining practices to prevent a recurrence of this kind of problem in the future, SG15 requests TSAG guidance on a specific remedy to the problem of inappropriate TSDSI use of SG15 material.
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