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This liaison answers SG11 - LS 16.
A new liaison statement has been received from SG12.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg12-oLS-00035.docx.
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	Abstract:
	Draft text in conflict with requirements of an In-force Recommendation.


ITU-T Study Group 12 thanks you for your liaison, sharing the text of Draft Q.3961, “Testing methodologies of Internet related performance measurements including e2e bit rate within the fixed and mobile operator’s networks”.
Study Group 12 has reviewed the draft text, and is extremely disappointed to find that many of our previous comments on this topic have not been adopted.  Our exchange is not “close and fruitful joint cooperation” as you described it, while our direct requests are ignored.
Study Group 12 finds that the current draft text’s definition of   “Data Transmission Speed”  (clause 3) with the use of standards-compliant TCP [IETF RFC 793] as a basis for measurement (clauses 6 and 7) are in violation of the requirements in clause 6.12 of ITU-T Recommendation Y.1540 (in-force, 2016/07). 
Study Group 12 has provided a detailed explanation of the clause 6.12 requirements in Appendix IX of Rec. Y.1540, titled “Explanation of TCP-based measurement inadequacy to meet normative requirements”.  
Study Group 12’s role of coordinating all activity related to QoS requires us to inform you that your plan to “finalize the text of the draft Q.3961 at the next joint SG11 and ETSI TC INT meeting in Geneva in November 2017” cannot move forward on your proposed schedule.  We also regret to inform you that our experts cannot join you during your meeting because the schedule conflicts with IETF-100 in Singapore, but we thank you for the invitation.
Study Group 12 now informs you of our plans to resolve the need for Recommendations in this area.  As previously communicated, the IETF has been working to define acceptable metrics and methods for transport capacity, and has very recently approved an Internet Draft titled, “Model Based Metrics for Bulk Transport Capacity” [IETF MBM]. The methods in the approved text meet the requirements in clause 6.12 of ITU-T Recommendation Y.1540. Study Group 12’s current plan is to develop performance parameters and methods of measurement based on the Model Based Metrics (RFC-to-be). Testing specifications, such as the planned Q.3961, can then proceed when Study Group 12’s work is complete. 
Study Group 12 would like to invite Study Group 11 to schedule co-located meetings, as this would give us the additional opportunity to schedule a workshop adjacent to the meeting dates. We would like to use the workshop to share our experience and provide mentoring opportunities, to make the work of overseeing our mandate and our coordination roles more efficient and effective. 
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