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A new liaison statement has been received from SG12.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg12-oLS-00021.docx.
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	Abstract:
	This liaison describes SG12’s view of working methods.


Study Group 12 has reviewed the various sources of standard working methods, and in the additional areas of Editor assignments and responsibilities, Correspondence Activities, and Living Lists.
We have found that the current guidance on Working Methods, including:
–
Recommendation ITU-T A.1 “Working methods for study groups of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector” (2016/12), https://itu.int/ITU-T/A.1 
•
Clause 1.8.2 “Terms defined in this Recommendation” (includes definitions of amendment; annex; appendix; corrigendum; implementers’ guide; supplement; etc.)

•
Clause 2.3 “The roles of rapporteurs” (includes a description of role of editor)

–
WTSA Resolution 1 “Rules of procedure of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector” (2016/12), http://www.itu.int/pub/T-RES-T.1-2016  

•
Annex A contains definitions of ITU-T Recommendations; ITU-T implementation guidelines; ITU-T technical reports; ITU-T handbooks

–
Recommendation ITU-T A.13 “Supplements to ITU-T Recommendations” (200/10), https://itu.int/ITU-T/A.13  

–
Author’s guide for drafting ITU-T Recommendations (2016/02), http://www.itu.int/oth/T0A0F000004/en 
–
Manual for Rapporteurs and Editors (2010/02), https://www.itu.int/oth/T0A0F000006/en 
are sufficient to complete Study Group 12’s work program, taking into account the categorical composition of our representatives attending, and the growing scale of participation, contributions, and work items.
For example, living lists have not been used by the Questions of Study Group 12. Rapporteurs have preferred instead to capture key points in the text of meeting reports with direct references to the contributions presented with ensuing discussion and current conclusions. Also, key points requiring further study are captured in the text and temporary Editorial notes within the working versions of the Recommendations themselves. Those of us with experience in other Study Groups have seen Participants sometimes spending hours wordsmithing the text of items in these living lists, often with no eventual impact on the text of the Recommendation itself. The guidelines say that these lists are not to be used as “kill lists” for unpopular positions, but this is always a possibility.
_______________________
