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This liaison answers TSAG - LS 4.

A new liaison statement has been received from SG20.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg20-oLS-00052.docx.
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This liaison answers TSAG - LS 4.

ITU-T Study Group 20 would like to inform TSAG that the issue of Open Source has been discussed in ITU-T SG20.  
ITU-T Study Group 20 will take into consideration TSAG´s work on the benefits and disadvantages of implementing open source projects in relation to the work of ITU-T SG20, as in the future, the development of some ITU-T Recommendations within the mandate of ITU-T SG20 will be related and/or in cooperation with open source initiatives.
The following is our current understanding to your questions.
a) What are the experiences of study groups and focus groups with open source? Is there a requirement of ITU-T study groups to collaborate with open source communities?
Yes. ITU-T SG20 studies IoT and Smart Cities and develops standards to support and build them.  Many projects in the area of IoT and Smart Cities have been developed with open source. Collaboration between ITU-T and open source communities is a tool to achieve interoperability among IoT and smart city platforms, systems and devices.
b) What are the possible relationships between ITU-T Recommendations and open source? How to develop ITU-T Recommendations in collaboration with open source communities? How can open source foster the implementation of ITU-T Recommendations?

This question needs further discussion within ITU-T SG20. 
c)
What are the gaps with our existing instruments, processes and procedures (for example: Recommendations ITU-T A.5, A.25, A Supplement 5, JCAs, FGs, MoUs) when applied to interaction with open source communities?

There are no clear processes and procedures at this stage to collaborate between ITU-T and Open Source communities such as Recommendations ITU-T A.5 and A.6. Clear processes and procedures are needed for the interaction between ITU-T and Open Source communities. 

c) What approaches to open source collaboration with other organizations are beneficial?

Open Source is of common interest among multiple study groups in ITU-T. TSAG should take a leading role for the interaction with Open Source communities as focal point of ITU-T and develop processes and procedures to collaborate with them. 

Finally, Open Source is one of the high interest issues in both standardization and industry communities. We believe that collaboration with Open Source communities should be a strategic activity of ITU-T and an essential part to promote standard based solutions in the global market. 

We hope this reply is helpful for your study at the next TSAG meeting(s). 
ITU- T Study Group 20 looks forward to collaborating with TSAG on this matter.

______________________
