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Introduction

The ITU-T Focus Group on application of distributed ledger technology (FG DLT) was established by TSAG in May 2017

–
to identify and analyse DLT-based applications and services;

–
to draw up best practices and guidance which support the implementation of those applications and services on a global scale; and

–
to propose a way forward for related standardization work in ITU-T Study Groups.

Meetings

FG DLT held two meetings since its establishment, as summarized in Table 1 below.
	
	Geneva, 17-19 October 2017
	Bern, 5-7 February 2018

	Input documents
	39
	37

	Output documents
	7
	12

	Meeting report
	O-007
	O-019

	Remote participants
	24
	23

	Total participants
	81
	64


FG DLT has a lifetime of 18 months from its first meeting. 
The next meetings of FG DLT are planned as follows:

–
TBC: 28-30 May 2018, Moscow, Russia (hosted by Fintech Association, Rostelecom, Blockchain Commune).

–
Dates and place TBC: week of 17-21 September 2018, China (back-to-back with CAICT Trusted Blockchain Summit).

Meetings are announced on Focus Group website and email exploders.

Focus Group leadership, structure and deliverables

Following the appointment by TSAG of David Watrin (Swisscom, Switzerland) as Focus Group Chairman, the FG DLT kick-off meeting in October 2017 appointed two Vice Chairmen:

–
Maxim Grigoriev, Central Bank of Russia, Russian Federation; and 

–
Wei Kai, China ​Academy of Information and Communications Technology (CAICT)​, China.
It also agreed on a structure to develop deliverables responding to the agreed terms of reference. 
Please refer to Annex A for more details.
Relationships

So far, the Focus Group has sent liaison statements to other ITU-T Focus Groups (DPM, DFC), ITU-T Study Groups (2, 11, 13, 16, 17, 20), and external bodies (ISO/TC 307, GSMA Internet Group, BIS WG Digital Innovation). 

UN/CEFACT, NIST, CEN-CENELEC, and European Commission presented their work on blockchain and distributed ledger technology to the Focus Group.

A liaison officer to ISO/TC 307 (Blockchain and distributed ledger technologies) was appointed by the Focus Group, was granted access to TC 307 meetings and documentation (leveraging ITU’s Category A liaison status), and is reporting to FG DLT on work items of common interest. TC 307 has appointed two liaison representatives to follow DLT-related work in ITU-T, including in FG DLT. 

A meeting between FG DLT and ISO/TC 307 liaison representatives and management teams is foreseen alongside the third meeting of ISO/TC 307 in London, May 2018.

The lack of a standardized mechanism/guide for cooperation between ITU-T and ISO Technical Committees (similar to Recommendation ITU-T A.23 Annex A) was highlighted by delegates, however, this issue was considered outside the scope of the Focus Group.

Next steps

FG DLT will advance its deliverables and report its progress to the next TSAG meeting.

Annex A: 
FG DLT Structure and deliverables

	WG
	Title
	Mission
	Leader
	Deliverables

	1
	State of the Art: Ecosystem, Terms, Definitions, Concepts
	Identify and introduce key elements of the DLT ecosystem (e.g., terminologies, definition, taxonomy, standardization), general concepts for DLT and related technologies, and identify and analyze standardization gaps in the DLT ecosystem.
	Abbie Barbir (Aetna, United States) (a.i.)
	D1.1
	Terms & Definitions

	
	
	
	
	D1.2
	Overview, Concepts, Ecosystem

	
	
	
	
	D1.3
	Standardization landscape

	2
	Applications & Services
	Identify and describe DLT-based use cases, specify which DLT features are required. Highlight the competitive advantage brought by DLT to the use cases. Highlight how the use cases could benefit from a standardization effort.
	Maxim Grigoriev (Central Bank of Russia, Russian Federation)
	D2.1
	Horizontal Applications & Services (e.g., data usage control, identity management, security)

	
	
	
	
	D2.2
	Vertical Applications & Services (e.g., telco, fintech, supply chain, energy)

	3
	Technology Reference Framework
	Study architectural aspects of DLT including interoperability and abstract a high level technology reference framework. Provide a mapping of existing DLT platforms on the framework, and explore criteria and methods for assessment.
	Hu Ruifeng (Huawei Technologies, China)
	D3.1
	Architectural aspects and reference framework

	
	
	
	
	D3.2
	Overview of existing platforms and mapping to reference framework

	
	
	
	
	D3.3
	Platform assessment criteria and methods

	4
	Policy Reference Framework
	Identify and describe relevant policy and regulatory dimensions (e.g., auditability, traceability, privacy, legal compliance) and highlight associated constraints (e.g., GDPR, lawful intercept) to the adoption of DLT-based applications and services. Provide a mapping of existing DLT platforms on the dimensions, and explore methods for assessment.
	Alexander Chuburkov (Fintech Association, Russian Federation)
	D4.1
	Policy and regulatory dimensions and constraints for adoption of DLT-based applications

	
	
	
	
	D4.2
	Mapping of existing DLT platforms to policy and regulatory dimensions and constraints, and assessment criteria

	5
	Standardization Roadmap
	TBD
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