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Summary report from the 3 May 2017 TSAG-RG-SC meeting to the TSAG plenary:

The TSAG Rapporteur Group on “Strengthening Collaboration” met on 3 May 2017 and is pleased to bring the following conclusions to the attention of the TSAG plenary:

1) Action for TSAG to send four outgoing liaison statements:
a. Draft LS/o on ITU inter-Sector coordination [to ISCT, TDAG, ITU-D SGs, RAG, ITU-R SGs, ITU-T SGs] in TD 102 Rev.1.
b. Draft LS/o on the IAB statement on IPv6 in TD 113.
c. Draft LS/o on Open Source in TD 117 Rev.1.
d. Draft LS/o on List of collaboration mechanisms in ITU-T in TD 118.
2)
TSAG to seek a candidate to be appointed as ITU-T representative to IEC/SEG 8.

3)
TSAG to seek a candidate liaison officer to be appointed from ITU-T to ISO/IEC JTC 1.

4)
TSAG to note:

4.1
The meeting discussed five documents on open source and concluded:
· TSAG should start its studies on open source with a common understanding of what open source means, and agreed that the Open Source Initiative (opensource.org) provides the basis for a common understanding.

· It is necessary to have a common understanding within ITU-T before looking to raise awareness and engage with other SDOs or with the open source community.

· Contributions (including input from Study Groups) and further discussion are invited.

· Patent and IPR issues are not the purview of this Rapporteur Group. A need was identified for RG-SC to advise the TSB Director through TSAG for these open source issues to be addressed in the IPR Ad-hoc group.  The process for some level of interaction between TSAG and the TSB Director’s IPR ad-hoc group needs confirmation.
4.2
The meeting agreed to focus work by seeking updates/amendments to A.Supplement 5 in support of a multilateral mechanism.

4.3
The meeting revised the living list of issues for further study as contained in TSAG TD 114 Rev.2.

4.4
RG-SC will meet at the next TSAG meeting in 2018.

1
Opening remarks
The report contained herein covers the TSAG Rapporteur group meeting on “Strengthening Collaboration” during 3 May 2017.

Mr Glenn Parsons, Rapporteur, opened the meeting on 3 May 2017 at 9:30 CET. He explained that the RG-SC is tasked to address matters for the ITU Inter-Sector coordination which were formerly handled in a sub-group.
The meeting adopted the agenda as contained in TSAG TD 081.
The meeting logistics were noted. Facilities for remote participation and captioning were provided, but there were no interventions from remote.

TSAG contributions and TSAG TDs are available on the TSAG website: http://www.itu.int/go/tsag.
2
Recap of previous discussions
The Rapporteur provided information from the last TSAG meeting in July 2016 with the RG-SC report from 20 July 2016 in TD 612 (Rev.1) and the Report of the last TSAG meeting in R8; which were noted.
3

Organization of the work

A SharePoint web site is available for RG-SC at https://extranet.itu.int/sites/itu-t/studygroups/2017-2020/tsag/sc/SitePages/Home.aspx. A mailing list for RG-SC will be organized and announced later once when available.

The terms of reference of RG-SC are contained in TD 099 Annex D and were noted. TD 069 Rev.2 was noted which provides a mapping of WTSA Resolutions and ITU-T A-Series Recommendations to TSAG Rapporteur groups.
3

Incoming liaison statements on external relations
3.1
The meeting took note of TD 077 which holds the report of the 16th meeting of the IEC/ISO/ITU World Standards Cooperation (WSC), held at ITU on 16 February 2017.

3.2
Mr Scott Mansfield, Liaison officer from IETF to ITU-T, presented the incoming liaison statement in TD 021 from the Internet Architecture Board (IAB) which informs that the pool of unassigned IPv4 addresses has been exhausted, and advises that networking standards need to fully support IPv6 and to ensure that standards do not assume IPv4. Recommends that existing standards be reviewed to ensure they will work with IPv6, and use IPv6 examples. The meeting saw a need to inform all the other ITU-T Study Groups, as well as ITU-R and ITU-D, about this situation and agreed to prepare an outgoing liaison statement in TD 113.

3.3
Mr Olivier Dubuisson, ITU-T representative to the MoU/MG on e-business, presented the report in TD 071, which gathers relevant discussions at the 38th meeting of the Management Group of the ISO, IEC, ITU, UN/ECE memorandum of understanding (MoU) on e-business, which took place at ITU headquarters, 26-27 April 2017. He highlighted MoU/MG Resolution 17/03 on blockchain, and he pointed out MoU/MG Resolution 17/06 on IEC/SEG 8, that seeks the pending vacant nomination of an ITU-T representative to IEC/SEG 8. The meeting solicited a volunteer to be appointed.
3.4
Mr Olivier Dubuisson, ITU-T Liaison Officer to ISO/IEC JTC 1, presented TD 028 which provides information of the ISO/IEC JTC 1 Plenary meeting (7-10 November 2016). He informed the meeting that he will not continue as a liaison officer to ISO/IEC JTC 1. The meeting expressed its appreciation to Mr Dubuisson for his work as ITU-T Liaison Officer to ISO/IEC JTC 1 and is seeking a volunteer for replacement.
4
Inter-Sector coordination
4.1
Incoming liaison statements on Inter-Sector coordination

4.1.1
The meeting took note of the incoming liaison reply statement from SG20 (TD 002) which was noted with the understanding that the situation had changed meanwhile since it was submitted.

4.1.2
The meeting took note of the incoming liaison reply statement from SG9 (TD 003) and accepted the proposed candidate topic “Liaison statement handling of IRG” on working methods for ITU inter-Sector coordination.

4.1.3
The meeting took note of the incoming liaison statement from SG12 (TD 017) which indicated cooperation of SG12 with ITU-D. Huawei saw a need for more collaboration between ITU-T and ITU-D Sectors, and sought to have some general mechanism (e.g. an Inter-Sector Rapporteur Group among ITU-T and ITU-D).
4.1.4
The meeting took note of the incoming liaison statement from SG12 (TD 018) on ongoing consultations with SG9 regarding the intention of SG9 concerning continuing support of IRG AVQA.

4.1.5
Reflecting received incoming liaison statements, changes from WTSA-16, changes in ITU-T Study Groups, and other inputs, TSB prepared consolidated updates to the tables in TD 057 with the matching of ITU-D SG 1 and 2 Questions of interest to ITU-T study groups, and the matching of ITU-R WPs of interest to ITU-T study groups. The ITU-D Q9/2 Rapporteur indicated the usefulness the material to ITU-D Study Groups. The meeting saw a need to liaise the updated material with all the ITU Sectors and to continue further maintenance of the material, and prepared an outgoing liaison statement in TD 102 Rev.1.
5
ITU Inter-Sector Coordination Team (ISCT)

Mr Fabio Bigi, ISCT Chairman, conveyed his apologies and could not attend. TSB reported on his behalf that the ISCT has not met since last time. The next ISCT meeting is scheduled for 10 May 2017.

6
ITU Inter-Sectoral Coordination Task Force (ISC-TF)

Mr Vaggelis Igglesis, ITU General Secretariat, presented (TD 108, based on Council document C38), which provides information on the progress and results achieved by the ITU Secretariat’s Inter-Sectoral Coordination Task Force since July 2016. TD 108 was noted.

7
Multilateral coordination/collaboration
Mr Yushi Naito, Mitsubishi Electric Corporation, presented TSAG C 023, Revised proposal for a new Global Coordination and Collaboration mechanism including multilateral collaboration with other bodies (Rev. 3), and highlighted the changes relative to the former version.
Comments:

· The document should use language such as “to avoid or minimize conflict between ITU-T standards and others” instead of using terms which were not agreeable at WTSA-16 (like duplication of work or duplication of efforts).

· There are IPR issues as other organizations may not adopt the common ITU/ISO/IEC IPR policy as this proposes.

· The approach of including members of other organizations does not work when there is no notion of membership.

· The multilateral coordination/collaboration was felt to result in a complex, hierarchical super-group structure, and it was preferred to utilize bilateral arrangements and existing mechanisms.

· The Global Standards Coordination (GSC) is an existing tool which can handle multilateral collaboration and coordination; ITU should work in GSC.

· The contribution should show revision marks relative to previous versions.

· Multi-bilateral cooperation is not equal to truly multi-lateral cooperation.

· The CITS follows the spirit of the proposed new multilateral mechanism and is not a high-level coordination but an actual cooperation on information sharing and work of common texts.
Conclusions of RG-SC:

· The meeting agreed to focus work by seeking updates/amendments to A.Supplement 5 in support of a multilateral mechanism.

· It was agreed to remove the item from the living list, and to highlight the activity in the meeting report.

8
Open Source

8.1
Mr Scott Mansfield, SG13 Vice Chairman, presented the incoming liaison statement from SG13 (TD 055), wherein SG13 informs TSAG on its experiences with open-source communities. While open source projects contributed to SG13, there was no interest in cooperation identified. TD 55 was noted.
8.2
Canada presented TSAG C 003 “Open Source and the ITU-T” which aims to clarify the use of terminology related to open source software, and to raise awareness within the standards community on the use of open source methodologies.
Comments:

· C 003 found interest to serve as a starting point to study open source further. A step-by-step approach is desired.
· There was broader interest to find a common understanding what open source means. Open source should not be limited to open source software only, but be looked at in a more general sense.
· There are several/many definitions of open source, the one from Open Source Initiative (OSI) is just one of them yet widely accepted in the industry.

· It is not desired to find a particular definition of open source (too difficult, too time consuming), but to study various different connotations of open source.
· ITU-T should consider usage of open source (use of open source in ITU-T, and development of open source in ITU-T), and use cases of open source should be studied.
· Open source in standards is different from open source in general.

· There is a need to find a methodology for collaboration between ITU-T and open source projects.

· Open source is a new and evolving area.
· There are IPR issues with open source; FRAND policy is not necessarily compatible with OSI. The TSB Director’s IPR Adhoc group should handle IPR issues.
· ITU-T should not go out to other SDOs without having a clear understanding on open source.

Conclusions of RG-SC:

· TSAG should start its studies on open source with a common understanding of what open source means. The Open Source Initiative (OSI) definition provides a basis from which to develop this common understanding.
· It is necessary to have a common understanding within ITU-T before looking to raise awareness and engage with other SDOs or with the open source community.

· Contributions and further discussion are invited.

· Patent and IPR issues are not the purview of this Rapporteur Group.
8.2
Canada presented C 004 “Open Source and Reference Implementation” highlighting expertise and processes in ITU-T to develop ITU-T open source reference implementations while external open source projects also have developed reference implementations of ITU-T Recommendations; which helps to speed-up the implementation of Recommendations.
Comments:

· SG16 has experience with open-source code for video codecs.

· There is great potential of open source in the area of information technology; this is a trend.

· How can ITU-T help the industry in using open source? There is value for ITU-T to bring-in open source in its standardization activities. How should ITU-T cooperate with open source communities?

· ITU-T should look at the practices and experiences with open source and the experiences should be generalized for usage by other study groups.

· SGs should be invited (via liaison statement) to provide input on their open source experiences.

Conclusions of RG-SC:

· C 004 was seen as a good model to follow-up upon.

8.3
China (P.R.) presented C 011 “Considerations on the cooperation with open source communities to improve the ecosystems of ICT Standardization” which provides some requirements, analysis and proposals on the cooperation with open source communities, aiming to improve the global ecosystems of ICT Standardization.
Comments:

· There was both support and concern expressed for C011. In any case, this material could be used as guidelines for further work.

· SG15 found some inaccurate statements in C011. ONF qualification is not under evaluation anymore and the qualification process was stopped due to incompatible IPR policies.

· While IPR issues should not be studied in RG-SC, a need was identified for RG-SC to advise the TSB Director through TSAG on such issues to be addressed in the IPR Ad-hoc group. Some level of interaction between TSAG and the TSB Director’s IPR ad-hoc group could be beneficial.
The IPR ad-hoc group should conduct an impact assessment of the material.

· Open source might cause interoperability issues with implementation of Recommendations. It is ITU-T’s responsibility to consolidate such interoperability issues.

· SG13 is addressing open source issues in a practical approach.

· It is too early for ITU-T Study Groups to conduct trials on open source.

· There are challenges in collaboration with open-source communities with the speed of open source projects to approve their releases vs. the speed of standards development; this is an organic process. Caution is necessary with open source communities that develop commercial products.
· A liaison statement should be sent to study groups to obtain feedback from them on experiences with open source.

Conclusions of RG-SC:

· An open source trial in Study Groups was felt premature and was not supported.

· C 011 should serve for further discussions.
· A liaison statement should be prepared to the Study Groups.

8.5
United States presented C 013 “Open Source and its Relationship to ITU Standardization Study Groups” which provides examples of existing collaboration between the ITU-T study groups and the open source community, explains the organic process of open source code development, and proposes additional considerations that would lead to successful collaboration with the open source community without requiring formal guidelines or processes.
Conclusions of RG-SC:

· C 013 was supported.  More studies are necessary to better understand open source, and the initial focus should be on open source reference implementations.

· The questions on open source should remain in the living list.

· A liaison statement should be sent to the study groups to yield a better understanding open source and on the experiences.

· The TSB Director’s IPR ad-hoc group should review open source issues.  However, some level of interaction between TSAG and the TSB Director’s IPR ad-hoc group needs to be confirmed.
9
Living List
TD 609 Rev.1 (from the last TSAG meeting in 2016) contains the living list. TD 114 Rev.1 contains the updated living list which was further updated during the meeting, the output is in TD 114 Rev.2.
10
Outgoing liaison statements
The meeting agreed the following outgoing liaison statements to be forwarded to the TSAG plenary for approval:

· Draft LS/o on ITU inter-Sector coordination [to ISCT, TDAG, ITU-D SGs, RAG, ITU-R SGs, ITU-T SGs] in TD 102 Rev.1.
· Draft LS/o on the IAB statement on IPv6 in TD 113.
· Draft LS/o on Open Source in TD 117 Rev.1.
11
List of collaboration mechanisms in ITU-T: FGs, JCAs, GSIs and IRGs (as of 2017-04-30)
TSB presented TD 076 which contains an updated list of collaboration mechanisms in ITU-T. The meeting agreed to prepare a liaison statement to share the material with the study groups (TD 118).
12
Summary of Actions for TSAG

See cover sheet of this report.

13
Work programme (see Appendix below)
14
Future meetings
RG-SC will meet at the next TSAG meeting in 2018.
13
Other business
None.

14
Closure of the meeting
Mr Glenn Parsons thanked all participants for their attendance in this meeting. The meeting was closed around 15:50.

Appendix – Work items of TSAG-RG-SC

	Work item
	New/ Revised
	Title
	Editor
	Latest draft in
	Timing
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