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	Geneva, 19 Feb 2019

	[bookmark: Adress_E]Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 2/SG17RG-AFR 
TSB Collective letter 3/SG17RG-ARB 
SG17/XY
	-	To the members of the Study Group 17 Regional Groups for Africa (SG17RG-AFR); 
-	To the members of the Study Group 17 Regional Groups for Arab (SG17RG-ARB); 
-	To the ITU Area Office for Africa Region;
-	To the ITU Area Office for Arab Region


	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6206
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	Email:
	tsbsg17@itu.int 
	

	Web:
	www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/17/sg17rgafr 
www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/17/sg17rgarb
	

	Subject:
	Joint meeting of ITU-T SG17 Regional Groups for the Africa ( SG17RG-AFR) and Arab (SG17RG-ARB) Regions, Tunis, Tunisia, 2-3 April 2019

	
	


[bookmark: StartTyping_E]Dear Sir/Madam,
We are pleased to inform you that, at the kind invitation of the Arab Information and Communication Technology Organization (AICTO) and ANCE (National Digital Certification Agency Tunisia), ITU-T Study Group 17 Regional Groups for the Africa (SG17RG-AFR) and Arab (SG17RG-ARB) Regions will hold a joint meeting in Tunis, from Tuesday, 2 to Wednesday, 3 April 2019.
In conformity with §2.3.3 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the WTSA-16, the regional Group meetings will, in principle, be restricted to delegates and representatives from Member States, Sector Members and Associates of Study Group 17 in the region.
The meeting will be followed by a Second Arab-African Interregional Standardization Forum (ISF) on PKI for 
e-trust (4-5 April 2019), which will take place at the same venue. 
Pursuant to WTSA Resolution 44 (Rev. Dubai, 2012) on Bridging the Standardization Gap, a BSG training session will be held during this joint regional group meeting. It will focus on how to effectively submit and present contributions to ITU-T study groups.
The meeting will start at 0930 hours on the first day. Onsite badge distribution/registration will begin at 0830 hours at the meeting venue. Additional information about the meeting is set forth in Annex A. Detailed information concerning the meeting venue, hotel reservations and other logistical/practical information will be posted on both the SG17RG-AFR website and the . 
The draft Agenda of the meeting, as proposed by the SG17 Counsellor, is set out in Annex B.
Key deadlines:
	5 March 2019
	- Submit fellowship requests (via the online registration form; see details in Annex A)

	19 March 2019
	- Submit ITU-T Member Contributions by e-mail to tsbsg17@itu.int

	30 March 2019
	- Pre-registration (online via SG17RG-AFR website or SG17RG-ARB website)
- Submit requests for visa support letters (practical information will be made available on the regional group homepage)





I wish you a productive and enjoyable meeting.	
	Yours faithfully,

[bookmark: _GoBack](signed)

Chaesub Lee
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau 

Annexes: 2
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	Latest meeting information





ANNEX A
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS
DEADLINES FOR CONTRIBUTIONS: We invite you to submit your contributions by electronic mail to the following address: tsbsg17@itu.int. The deadline for contributions is 12 (twelve) calendar days before the meeting. Such contributions will be published on SG17RG-AFR website and the SG17RG-ARB website and must therefore be received by TSB no later than 19 March 2019. We invite you to submit your contributions as early as possible to ensure there is sufficient time for translation.
TEMPLATES: Please use the provided set of templates to prepare your contribution. The templates are accessible at http://itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/templates. The name, fax and telephone numbers and e-mail address of the person to be contacted about the contribution should be indicated on the cover page of all documents.
GUIDELINES FOR THE PRESENTATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO ITU-T SG17: Please take note of the guidelines (see https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2017-2020/17/Documents/general-info/contributions-presentation.pptx). on how to present contributions to SG17 and on candidate topics of interest to SG17.
WORK METHODS AND FACILITIES
INTERPRETATION: The working languages of the meeting will be Arabic, English and French.
TRANSLATION: Contributions received in Arabic or French will be translated into English.
WIRELESS LAN facilities and Internet access will be available at the venue of the event.
REGISTRATION and FELLOWSHIPS
REGISTRATION: To enable the organizers to make the necessary arrangements, please send by letter, fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int), no later than 30 March 2019, the list of people who will be representing your Administration, Sector Member, Associate, Academic Institution, regional and/or international organization or other entity. Administrations are also requested to indicate the name of their head of delegation (and deputy head, if applicable).
Please note that pre-registration of participants for ITU-T meetings is carried out online on the SG17RG-AFR website or the SG17RG-ARB website.
FELLOWSHIPS: Up to two partial fellowships per administration eligible country may be awarded, within the Africa and Arab Regions only, subject to available funding, to facilitate participation from developing countries. Fellowship requests must be received by 5 March 2019 at the latest. Please note that the decision criteria to grant a fellowship include: available ITU budget; active participation, including the submission of written contributions; equitable distribution among countries and regions; and gender balance.
Member States are encouraged to consider gender balance and the inclusion of delegates with disabilities and with specific needs when proposing candidates for fellowships.
VISA SUPPORT: As this meeting is organized outside Switzerland, visa support requests are to be addressed directly to the host of the meeting. Instructions are found in the “Practical information” section on the SG17RG-AFR website and the SG17RG-ARB website.


ANNEX B
Draft Agenda of Joint SG17RG-AFR and SG17RG-ARB Meeting (2-3 April 2019)

	1. 
	Opening of the meeting

	2. 
	Adoption of the agenda

	3. 
	Available documents (contributions and TDs)

	4. 
	Overview of ITU-T Study Group 17 and Working Methods

	5. 
	Review of Outcomes of previous ITU-T SG17 meetings

	6. 
	Incoming/outgoing liaison statements

	7. 
	Review of Outcomes of previous SG17RG-AFR and SG17RG-ARB meetings

	8. 
	Structure and leadership of SG17RG-AFR and SG17RG-ARB

	9. 
	Discussion based on Contributions to this meeting

	10. 
	SG17RG-AFR and SG17RG-ARB Work Plans

	11. 
	Future Work Programme and Action List for SG17RG-AFR and SG17RG-ARB

	12. 
	BSG training

	13. 
	Preparation of contributions to next SG17 meeting (27 August - 5 September 2019)

	14. 
	Venue and date of next SG17RG-AFR and SG17RG-ARB meetings, future workshops

	15. 
	Any other business

	16. 
	Closure of the meeting



________________
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