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	Abstract:
	TSAG (July 2016) requested that TSB provide a summary of all actions undertaken with respect to WTSA Resolution 80 to WTSA-16.This document summarizes all actions understaken between 2012 and 2016 with respect to the implementation of Resolution 80. Based on the analysis carried out by Study Group 9, TSAG (February 2016) approved a set of options (use of bibliographic references, lists of participants and contributors per meeting, and lists of contributors’ names on a given Recommandation’s webpage) to acknowledge contributors to the development of study group deliverables valid for all study groups.





	SGALL/59/1
1	WTSA-12 discussions
At WTSA-12, a new draft resolution was proposed to stimulate further participation of academia, universities and their associated research establishments in the work of ITU-T through acknowledging their contributions to the development of ITU-T deliverables (B/57A11/1). For the development of their careers, academics are evaluated considering books, papers and patents published, courses taught, thesis advisor roles, and research projects accomplished. The authorship of contributions to ITU-T deliverables is not a criterion towards a successful career advancement, thus discouraging academics to engage in this activity. It was suggested that ITU-T studies mechanisms to give credits to authors of contributions to the development of studygroup deliverables, thereby stimulating academics to actively participate in the ITU-T standardmaking process. ITU solely holds copyrights on its publications (cf. Resolution 66 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010)). The so-called contributors should not be perceived as co-authors of the texts in question.
Also, ITU should support Member States in the formulation of public policies that highlight the importance of and position contributions to the standards-making process at the same level as other academic work.
2	Resolution 80
WTSA-12 approved Resolution 80 “Acknowledging the active involvement of the membership in the development of ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector deliverables” which: 
–	resolves “that it is important to acknowledge significant contributors to the work of ITU-T”,
[bookmark: _GoBack]–	instructs the TSB Director “to acknowledge the value of active participation of the membership, in particular academia, universities and their associated research establishments, in the standardization activities of ITU, by collaborating closely with Member States and their respective bodies that formulate public policies in areas such as education, science and technology and industry and commerce in order to highlight the importance of contribution to ITU-T study group deliverables”,
–	instructs TSAG “1 to study options on how to clearly acknowledge significant contributors to the development of study group deliverables; 2 to define, in consultation with the ITU membership, objective criteria that will guide study groups in identifying such significant contributors”, and
–	invites Member States “to consider, as appropriate, the participation of academia in the ITUT contribution process and to provide visibility and acknowledgment of their contributions, editorships and other outputs so that they may be considered as eligible activities for research and development productivity evaluation”.
3	From WTSA-12 to implementation: the role of TSAG and SG9
WTSA-12 instructed TSAG to study options on how to acknowledge contributors to the development of ITU-T deliverables. At its meeting, Geneva, 4-7 June 2013, TSAG agreed to task ITU-T SG9 to explore various mechanisms to implement WTSA Resolution 80, using contribution C.18 as a basis, and to report back to TSAG.
As a result of its investigations, ITU-T SG9 developed a set of guidelines (documented in TD 899 (GEN/9)) and started a pilot project to test the implementation of items 1, 3 and 4 of these SG9 Guidelines.
Meanwhile, TSB was requested to investigate whether and how ITU-T Recommendations could be indexed in citation databases and search services, addressing item 2 ‘List ITU-T Recommendations within e.g. IEEE Xplore, Web of Science (cost for both), Google Scholar (free).’ of the SG9 Guidelines (see TD 816 Rev1 (GEN/9)).
3.1	TSAG decisions
At the February 2016 TSAG meeting, SG9 reported on the status of the implementation of the SG9 Guidelines. TSAG agreed to extend the trial of acknowledging contributors to study group deliverables carried out by SG9 to all study groups. Derived from the SG9 Guidelines, the following options (documented in TD 460 Rev1, see also Annex 1) are available to study groups that would like to acknowledge contributors to the development of their deliverables:
· “to encourage the use of bibliography references to peer-reviewed publications that support technical decisions made in ITU-T Recommendations” (derived from item 1 of the SG9 Guidelines);
· “to create a study group's web page for each study period that acknowledges, per meeting, all participants and contributors, see for example the pilot page developed by SG9 at: 
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/studygroups/2013-2016/09/Pages/acknowledgements.aspx” (derived from item 3 of the SG9 Guidelines);
· “on the publication page of a given ITU-T Recommendation, to add a link to a page that lists the contributors who submitted at least one contribution that helped progress the Recommendation” (derived from item 4 of the SG9 Guidelines).
At the July 2016 TSAG meeting, the SG9 Chairman submitted and presented a proposal (as documented in TD 583) to address some aspects of the SG9 Guidelines which had required additional analysis. 
TD 583 was discussed and the advice of the ITU Legal Adviser was sought, in particular, in regard to privacy issues related to choice between “opt-in” and “opt-out” solutions to list the names of contributors on a given ITU-T Recommendation’s webpage. The ITU legal advisor clarified that both solutions would be possible and that there were no binding international regulations on this subject. In general, “opt-in” solutions might be preferable wherever possible to reinforce trust in the use of ICTs and to better protect the privacy of individuals. 
Given the fact that there were a number of points that required further discussion and clarification, the SG9 Chairman’s proposal (as modified in TD 618) was not agreed by TSAG. The agreement reached by the February 2016 TSAG meeting (as documented in TD 460 Rev1, see also Annex 1) continues to be valid. 
3.2	Implementation of the SG9 Guidelines by other ITU-T Study Groups
In addition to SG9, Study Groups 17 and 11 created a dedicated web page to acknowledge contributors to their work. The other ITU-T study groups are also considering to follow the example set by SG9.
4	Towards WTSA-16
The Associate Rapporteur of the TSAG Rapporteur Group on Working Methods proposed an update to WTSA Resolution 80 at the July 2016 meeting of TSAG (TD 592). 
TSAG discussed the proposal and said that it would need further reflection, in particular the notion of “significant contribution” which is hard to define. It was decided to refer the matter to WTSA.
ANNEX I
Options to acknowledge contributors to the development of study group deliverables as per WTSA-12 Resolution 80, currently in force as decided by TSAG February 2016 
(source: TD 460 Rev.1)
The following options are available to study groups that would like to clearly acknowledge significant contributors to the development of their deliverables. 
1	Encourage the use of bibliography references to peer-reviewed publications which support technical decisions made in ITU-T Recommendations
–	Bibliographic references for the purpose of acknowledging input to the content of an ITU-T Recommendation will consist of peer-reviewed publications and/or books that are considered useful for the understanding and/or development of the deliverable.
–	Web of science, Google Scholar, and IEEE-explore will be used as examples of reliable databases of peer-reviewed papers.
–	An author of a cited paper in the bibliography is not automatically a contributor to the ITU-T Recommendation itself.
–	The Rapporteur shall document in his meeting report the fact that the citation was published in a peer-reviewed publication. For example, “The peer-reviewed journal paper IEEExxx is included in Recommendation ITU-T X.nnn because the author Mr. AAA contributed the technology studied in that paper, which constitutes significant elements of this Recommendation”.
2	Create a study group's web page for each study period that acknowledges, per meeting, all participants
–	Provide a public web page which contains a living list (per meeting) of:
•	study group chairman and vice-chairmen, working party chairman and vice-chairmen, focus group chairman and vice-chairmen
•	rapporteurs and associate rapporteurs of all Questions
–	Provide TIES-restricted information (per meeting) which contains:
•	Editors and contributors of ITU-T Recommendations and other deliverables agreed by the study group.
Note 1 – Only editors and contributors who "opt-in" or explicitly agree to have their name included will appear on this list. The affiliation of contributors is as mentioned in the "source" at the top (and not in the "contact" at the bottom) on their contribution.
•	Attendees of the study group (and its working parties) meetings will be available as a link to the TIES-protected participants list already produced by TSB at each meeting.
3	On the publication page of a given ITU-T Recommendation, add a link to a page which lists the contributors who submitted at least one contribution to progress the Recommendation
NOTE – The "contact" of a contribution is not necessarily the "contributor." The names of contributors may, voluntarily, be provided at the time of submitting the contribution by inserting this information at the beginning of the contribution itself. This inclusion does not constitute an "opt-in". An "opt-in" or explicit agreement must be received for these contributors to be included on any public (i.e. not TIES-protected) webpage or link. "Opt-in" methods are still under study.
–	On the publication page of each Recommendation and other deliverable approved by the study groups, provide an additional link labeled "Contributors". This link will point to a document containing a list of contributors of contributions that were accepted to progress that Recommendation or other deliverables. After a definite "opt-in," the name, affiliation and country of the contributor as they appear in the source of the Contribution at the time it was submitted will be provided.
Note – Those web pages would begin with a text such as: "Study Group NN wish to acknowledge contributors to the development of this ITU-T Recommendation. Please note that the following may not necessarily list all participants who contributed to the development of this ITU-T Recommendation". It should be noted that, in case of joint work with another organization, individuals who have submitted contributions in the other organization will probably not be listed.
–	With agreement by the study group, an ITU-T Recommendation developed by the study group could include a list to contributors who have opted-in.
Note – Any necessary update of the Author's guide for drafting ITU-T Recommendations is left to the TSB, in consultation with TSAG Rapporteur group on working methods.
–	It is important to recognize that copyright is maintained by ITU for all study group deliverables regardless of any acknowledgement of contributors.
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