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	Abstract:
	This contribution considers the need for updating classifications of technical-economic information in the area of telecommunications/ICT at the international level. 


Reasons
National classifiers of technical-economic information are used for the purpose of harmonizing technical, economic and social information in a form suitable for automated processing and eliminating linguistic barriers when identifying a given object.
National classifiers of technical and economic information must be harmonized with the corresponding international classifiers.
Harmonization of any classifications is normally understood to mean a process of ensuring correspondence/concordance in respect of content, structure, terminology and codes. Bearing in mind that classifications that are fully harmonized among themselves can significantly facilitate comparison of statistical data submitted by different countries and different international and regional organizations in accordance with the classifications they have developed, it is obvious that classifications should be harmonized as far as possible.
However, in practice, despite the modifications that have been made, national technical and economic information classifiers in the area of telecommunications/ICT in the RCC Member States have been only partially harmonized and lag behind the international classifiers.
For example, it is stated in our General Classification of Economic Activities (ОКЭД) that the classifier includes the authentic text of the European Community Classification of Economic activities (NACE Rev.2 “Statistical classification of economic activities in the European Community” / Regulation No. 1893/2006). The Classification of Products by Economic Activity (КПВЭД) also indicates that it is identical to the European Union Classification of Products by Activity (CPA 2008).
However, the national Classification of Economic Activities and Classification of Products by Economic Activity contain translation errors in relation to the original. In the original versions of the NACE Rev.2 и CPA 2008 in English, we have the following section headings: J. Information and communication, subsection 61 Telecommunications. In the Classification of Economic Activities and Classification of Products, the heading of section J in Russian (“Информация и связь”) exactly matches the European text, but subsection 61 is translated incorrectly as “Связь” when it should be “Электросвязь” (“телекоммуникация”).
The classifications of activities and services adopted in the national Classification of Economic Activities and the Classification of Products do not correspond to the current level of development of technology or cutting-edge experience as regards the development of telecommunications, given the failure to update European classifications for technical-economic information in the sphere of telecommunications/ICT.
For example, the Classification of Products by Economic Activity (КПВЭД) uses an obsolete division of services into “wire” and “wireless” services, which is unacceptable today as telecommunication services are no longer organized strictly along those lines.
Indeed, as early as 2005 the Statistics Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, in the light of rapid advances in technology and trends in demands for telecommunication/ICT goods and services, changed the applicable terms to “fixed” and “mobile” telecommunication services.
In addition, the national Classification of Economic Activities and the Classification of Products by Economic Activity do not include new types of activity and modern “infocommuncation” services, and this creates administrative barriers to innovative development of infocommunications.
The situation as regards the national Classification of Economic activities and the Classification of Products by Economic Activity is aggravated by the fact that the non-professional translation of classifications from English creates problems with regard to the understanding of basic concepts, subjects and principles of classification of technical-economic information.
This situation is the result of inadequate coordination in matters of updating classifications of technical-economic information in the area of telecommunications/ICT at the international level, in particular on the part of ITU, the International Organization for Standardization and the Statistics Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 
Proposal
	KAZ/54/1
It is proposed to request the ITU-T Telecommunication Standardization Bureau together with the ITU-D Telecommunication Development Bureau to:
1)	Strengthen coordination with other international organizations in updating international classifications of technical-economic information in the area of telecommunications/ICT using the harmonized concepts in that field adopted in ITU Recommendations.
2)	Assist Member States concerned in attracting highly qualified specialists for the purpose of correcting errors and discrepancies in national and departmental classifications of technical-economic information and statistical forms in the area of telecommunications/ICT in RCC Member States, taking account of international experience in this field.
3)	When developing international classifications of telecommunication/ICT services, recommend the use of the latest version of the Central Product Classification CPC (Ver. 2.1) of 11 August 2015, as approved by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs Statistics Division.
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regdntransfer.asp?f=284. 
Correspondence of CPC v.2.1 and ISIC Rev.4 codes is ensured by the CPC v.2.1 to ISIC Rev.4 transition keys provided.
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