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	Ref:
Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 36
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+41 22 730 5591
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the 
Union
-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;
- To ITU-T Academia

	E-mail:
	tsbfginnovation@itu.int 
	Copy:
-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of all ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;
-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	ITU Workshop on “ICT Innovations in Emerging Economies” 
(Geneva, Switzerland, 18 September 2013)



Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I am pleased to inform you that ITU is organizing a workshop on "ICT Innovations in Emerging Economies" on 18 September 2013 at the ITU premises, Geneva, Switzerland.  This workshop will be preceded by the sixth FG Innovation meeting from 16 to 17 September 2013 at the same venue. 
The workshop will open at 0930 hours.  Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters.  Registration will begin at 0830 hours.
2
Discussions will be held in English only. 
3
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.  The workshop is free of charge and no fellowships will be granted. 

4
Companies and states are constantly looking for effective means to stimulate innovation. In general, companies work towards securing new potential revenue streams by engaging in innovative products, solutions, and services deployments. On the other side, governments constantly work towards achieving the maximum possible socio-economic development by means of development oriented strategies, policies, and initiatives. Innovation is considered by the whole industry as a key door towards opening up potentially new business opportunities, while achieving efficiently the targeted economic development.  

 Crafting such successful strategies, policies, and action items brings crucial questions which this workshop intends to tackle: 

· How can we promote the role of standardization on innovation and vice versa inside the standardization and innovation ecosystems? 

· What are the main roots behind the skepticism of some entrepreneurs from participating in standardization activities? 

The objective of the workshop is to explore the potential benefits related to the role of standardization and the effect of bringing innovations to the ITU-T standardization activities on the development of companies, industries, and countries. The workshop will also tackle the major obstacles facing entrepreneurs in bringing their innovations to standardization with a clear mandate of recommending effective strategies, policies, in addition to actions for their proper inclusion. 

5
A draft programme of the workshop is set out in Annex 1.  The programme including speakers’ presentations will be made available on the ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/ict/201309/Pages/default.aspx.  This website will be updated as new or modified information becomes available.

6
Wireless LAN facilities are available for use by delegates in the ITU main conference room areas.  Wired network access continues to be available in the ITU Montbrillant building.  Detailed information is available on the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html).

7
 For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 2 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/ for the list of hotels).  Detailed information on hotel accommodation, transportation and visa requirements can be found at the ITU-T website: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/ict/201309/Pages/default.aspx.  

8
To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the workshop, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/ict/201309/Pages/default.aspx  as soon as possible, but not later than 9 September 2013.  Please note that pre-registration of participants to workshops is carried out exclusively online.  

9
I would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested at least six (6) weeks before the date of beginning of the workshop and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.


If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates or Academic Institutions, and at the official request made by them to TSB, the Union can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa but only within the period mentioned of four weeks. Any such request should be made by official letter from the administration or entity you represent. This letter must specify the name and functions, date of birth, number, dates of issue and expiry of passport of the individual(s) for whom the visa(s) is/are requested and be accompanied by a copy of the notification of confirmation of registration approved for the ITU-T workshop in question, and must be sent to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int), bearing the words “visa request”.   Please also note that ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members, ITU Associates and ITU Academia.

Yours faithfully,



Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(To TSB Circular 36)

Draft Programme

	08:30 – 09:30
	Registration

	Policy Track​ ​

	​09:30 - 10:00
	​Opening Remarks

	10:00 - 11:30​
	Session 1: Role of Standardization on Innovation Ecosystems
Successful standards fulfill a definite need in the telecommunication and information markets. However, they also do allow innovations to be accomplished in a standard manner. Two important aspects: extensibility and inter-operability between different innovations; have its definite impact on the final adoption of such innovations by the end users. To foster efficient collaboration between the different stakeholders, a standards development organization might be necessary to achieve those aspects. Additionally, standardization offers a definite economy of scale pushing potential costs down and leading to a foreseen new revenue streams. This session tackle the potential role of standardization on the whole innovation ecosystems.​


	​11:30 - 11:45
	​Coffee Break

	​11:45 - 12:45
	Session 2: Balancing Closed and Open Innovation Strategies
Open innovation is creating a new revolutionary perspective in business strategies. Traditional business strategies focused on developing rival positions against competitors and other market dynamics; which usually contradicted with openness. However some industries are experimenting with novel business models that reap from a global creativity  momenta by employing open innovation strategies. This session investigates the correct the appropriate balance between closed and open innovation; in addition to the latter’s relationship with standardization activities. 
​

	​12:45 - 14:00
	​Lunch

	Technology Track​ ​

	​14:00 - 15:00
	​Session 3: New Emerging Innovations
New emerging innovations are arising every day. This session presents the state of the art technology\service innovations that occur at every layer of the supply chain. The innovations are presented with a potential focus on its readiness for standardization.


	​15:00 - 16:00
	Session 4: Innovations Technology Enablers
Technology is a powerful means to develop innovation capacity, particularly since it is related the how innovations are implemented and evolved in addition to  how they proliferate. Major technologies which act as innovation enablers are discussed in this session investigating their potential standardization.
​

	​16:00 - 16:15
	​Coffee Break

	Innovation Socio-Economic Show Cases

	​16:15 - 17:15
	​Session 5: ICT Innovations for Emerging Markets with a Focus on FG Innovation Repository 
Innovations are spurring in different parts of the world. This session illustrates the successful show cases of innovations which have socio-economic impacts on societies which specific references to the FG Innovation Repository.


	Closing​ ​

	​17:15 - 17:45
	Closing remarks and outcomes of workshop


ANNEX 2
(To TSB Circular 36)
	This confirmation form should be sent direct to the hotel of your choice
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


Workshop on ICT  Innovation-----------------------------   from    -------------------------  to -----------------------
Confirmation of the reservation made on (date) -------------------------   with (hotel)   -------------------------------
at the ITU preferential tariff 
------------ single/double room(s)

arriving on (date) ---------------------------  at (time)  -------------  departing on (date) -------------------------------

GENEVA TRANSPORT CARD: Hotels and residences in the canton of Geneva now provide a free "Geneva Transport Card" valid for the duration of the stay. This card will give you free access to Geneva public transport, including buses, trams, boats and trains as far as Versoix and the airport. 

Family name    -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
First name        ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -----------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -----------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ----------------------------
Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) ---------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until      ------------------------------------------------
Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        -------------------------------------------------

________________
Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int
Switzerland

Gr4:

+41 22 730 65 00

ITU-T\BUREAU\CIRC\036E.DOC

