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1	In the context of the recent increase worldwide in standards/essential patent litigation, and in view of the discussions in various circles relative to the possible lack of adherence to existing IPR policies of standards bodies, ITU will organize a roundtable on the effectiveness of RAND-based patent policies. The purpose of this initiative is to provide a neutral venue for industry, standards bodies and regulators to exchange innovative ideas that can guide future discussions on whether current patent policies and existing industry practices adequately respond to the needs of the various stakeholders.
2	The event will allow a unique mix of standards bodies, industry players and government representatives from around the world to exchange ideas and search for possible solutions on the key issues affecting the industry today in the field of patents and standards. The format used will be the World Café methodology, a simple, effective and flexible format for hosting large group dialogue that ITU has already successfully used.
3	Participants will be invited to submit discussion papers. Papers will be made publicly available on the ITU website but will not be presented at the round table. 
4	Additional details about the format and content of the event will be made available on the ITU website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/patent/Pages/default.aspx.
5	The roundtable will take place on 10 October 2012 from 0930 hours to 1730 hours at ITU Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland. Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters.
6	Discussions will be held in English only.
7	Participation is open to ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual or company from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. The event is free of charge but no fellowships will be granted. 
8	For your convenience, a hotel confirmation form is enclosed as Annex 1 (see http://www.itu.int/travel/  for the list of hotels).
9	To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the roundtable, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/patent/Pages/default.aspx, as soon as possible, but not later than 28 September 2012.  Registration is carried out exclusively online. Distribution of badges begins at 0830 hours at the Montbrillant entrance.
10	We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. Additional information relative to visa will be posted on the ITU website at the address mentioned in paragraph 4 above.
11	This roundtable will be immediately followed by the TSB Director’s IPR Ad Hoc Group meeting, from 11 to 12 October 2012, at ITU Headquarters, where possible improvements to ITU/ISO/IEC common patent policy and common patent guidelines will be discussed. Participation at the TSB Director’s IPR Ad Hoc Group meeting is open to ITU members. Upon request, non-ITU members attending the roundtable may also be invited to attend the IPR Ad Hoc Group meeting.
Yours faithfully,


Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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This confirmation form should be sent direct to the hotel of your choice




	[image: ]
	
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


ITU Patent Roundtable  from    ------------------------------------  to ----------------------------------------- in Geneva


Confirmation of the reservation made on (date) --------------------------  with (hotel)   --------------------------------


at the ITU preferential tariff 


------------ single/double room(s)

arriving on (date)-----------------------------  at (time)  ------------- departing on (date)--------------------------------


GENEVA TRANSPORT CARD : Hotels and residences in the canton of Geneva now provide a free "Geneva Transport Card" valid for the duration of the stay. This card will give you free access to Geneva public transport, including buses, trams, boats and trains as far as Versoix and the airport. 


Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------


Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------


No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until        ------------------------------------------------


Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------
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