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	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
To ITU Sector Members;

-
To ITU Associates;

-
To ITU Academia;



	
	
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-
To the Director, ITU Regional Office, Bangkok; 
-
To the Permanent Mission of India in Geneva


	Subject:
	ITU Tutorial on Audio Visual Media Accessibility (FG AVA) 
(New Delhi, India, 14-15 March 2012)



Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the kind invitation of the Centre for Internet and Society and in cooperation with the 
ITU-APT Foundation of India, ITU is organizing a two-day Tutorial on Audio Visual Media Accessibility from 14 to 15 March 2012.  The Tutorial will be held at the India International Centre, New Delhi, India and will be preceded by the meeting of the Focus Group on Audiovisual Media Accessibility (FG AVA) on 13 March 2012 at the same venue. More information on the FG AVA meeting can be found on the FG AVA website at: 
http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ava/Pages/default.aspx.  
The Tutorial will open at 0930 hours on the first day. Registration will begin at 0800 hours.
Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be provided at the entrance of the meeting venue.

2
Discussions will be held in English only.
3
Participation in the Tutorial is open to all. Priority will be given to countries within the Asia-Pacific region being the target audience for this event.
4 
Several tools will be used in this two-day tutorial, namely ITU publications relating to the field. To name two amongst the most recent ones, are the Accessibility to Broadcasting Services for Persons with Disabilities and Making Television Accessible” Report, G3ict-ITU, November 2011. 
5
The objective of the Tutorial is to improve the accessibility of AV media:  Captioning 
(pre-prepared and live), Audio/Video Description and spoken captions, visual signing and sign language, emergency access services.  These topics will reference examples from digital broadcast television and mobile telephony media.  

Furthermore, participants will gain a better understanding of:

a) How to Get started - strategies for establishing and expanding new accessibility services (how it can be done, what it costs, what business models exist to ensure the viability of accessibility services);

b) How standards can help developing countries plan and implement the transition from analogue to digital TV (what issues need to be addressed to optimize the Digital Dividend; making sure that various groups of vulnerable viewers are not disenfranchised by the digital switchover);

c) Human resource development for improved usability and accessibility (closely tied to work being done by the Audiovisual Media Accessibility Focus Group’s Working Parties).

The target audience for this workshop are, to name the main ones: 
-
Regulators and legislators working on measures to improve digital media’s compliance with   international accessibility conventions and directives; 
-
Accessibility service advocates from organizations representing persons with disabilities; 
-
Media executives from public service and commercial TV channels seeking compliance with media accessibility regulation; 
-
Pay-TV operators; 
-
Consumer electronics manufacturers; 
-
Consumer electronics wholesalers and retailers examining the business implications of demographic changes and media regulation. 

6
A draft programme of the workshop, presentations and relevant information will be made available on the ITU-T website at the following address:  http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/accessibility/201203/Pages/default.aspx and will be kept updated as necessary.

7
To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the workshop, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at the ITU-T website: http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/accessibility/201203/Pages/default.aspx, as soon as possible, but not later than 7 March 2012.  Please note that pre-registration of participants to workshops is carried out exclusively online.
8
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in India. The visa must be requested and obtained from the Indian embassy or consulate in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Please be aware that visa approval might take time so kindly make your request for the invitation letter as soon as possible. Participants who require a visa support letter, are requested to send their requests, at least four weeks, in advance to:
Mr. Ajoy Kumar 
Mobile: + 91 98454 92122
Email: ajoy@cis-india.org

Detailed information on visa requirements will be made available at the ITU-T website: 
http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/accessibility/201203/Pages/default.aspx.
Yours faithfully,



Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 234)
ITU Tutorial on Audio Visual Media Accessibility (FG AVA)

(New Delhi, India, 14-15 March 2012)
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

1. VENUE
India International Centre, 
Seminar hall no. 1, 2 and 3 main building 
#40, Lodi Road, Max Mueller Marg, 
Connaught Place, New Delhi, Delhi 110001
E-mail : cbo.iic@nic.in;
Website: www.iicdelhi.nic.in
Map from airport to IIC: http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&tab=wl 
2. HOTEL ACCOMODATION

The following hotels are recommended for all participants to stay during the meeting:

	Name of the Hotel
	Web Site
	Approx. double room rate (INR) per night
	Google map
	Telephone number
	Distance from venue

	Metropolitan Hotel
	http://hotelmetdelhi.com/
	11000/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=metropolitan%20hotel%20delhi&gs_sm=e&gs_upl=3154l9235l0l11525l14l13l0l2l2l0l424l3071l0.1.7.2.1l11l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
	+ 91 11 4250 0200
	16 minutes 
by car

	Hotel Janpath Delhi
	http://theashokgroup.com/hotels/janpath.html
	9000/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=hotel%20janpath&gs_sm=e&gs_upl=3475l7362l0l9209l10l10l0l0l0l0l265l1741l1.6.3l10l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
	+ 91 11 2334 0070
	11 minutes 
by car

	The Manor
	http://themanordelhi.com/tariff.htm
	12400/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=hotel%20manor%20delhi&gs_sm=e&gs_upl=78759l80454l0l84750l11l11l0l0l0l0l313l2611l1.1.8.1l11l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
	+ 91 11 4323 5151
	17 minutes 
by car

	Maidens Hotel
	http://maidenshotel.com/tariff2.htm
	8500/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=maidens%20hotel%20delhi&gs_sm=c&gs_upl=6234l6234l0l7604l1l1l0l0l0l0l252l252l2-1l1l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
	+ 91 11 2397 5464
	26 minutes 
by car

	Hotel Ajanta
	http://hotelajanta.com/tariff.htm
	4000/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=hotel%20ajanta%20delhi&gs_sm=e&gs_upl=6760l8582l0l9906l10l9l0l0l0l0l345l1948l0.5.3.1l9l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl 
	+ 91 11 2956 2097

	16 minutes by car

	De Holliday International
	http://deholidayinternational.com/ 
	3600/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=hotel%20de%20holiday%20international&gs_sm=e&gs_upl=1363l15747l0l19778l30l30l4l10l3l1l317l3081l3.6.6.1l16l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl 
	+ 91 11 2356 2690/91/92/
93/94
	16 minutes by car

	Hotel Mantra Amaitas
	http://mantraamaltas.com/tariff/index.htm 
	7000/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=mantra%20amaltas%20hotel%20delhi&gs_sm=c&gs_upl=34426l34426l0l36565l1l1l0l0l0l0l259l259l2-1l1l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl 
	+ 91 11 4966 4966
	13 minutes by car

	Hotel Palace Heights
	http://hotelpalaceheights.com/ 
	7000/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=hotel%20palace%20heights&gs_sm=c&gs_upl=2885l2885l1l5034l1l1l0l0l0l0l512l512l5-1l1l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl 
	+ 91 11 4546 0000, 4358 2610/ 20/30
	13 minutes by car

	The Amber
	http://theamber.in/Delhi/tariff_plan.html 
	7500/-
	http://maps.google.co.in/maps?hl=en&q=the%20amber%20new%20delhi&gs_sm=s&gs_upl=33273l33273l1l42945l1l1l0l0l0l0l634l634l5-1l1l0&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1280&bih=637&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&tab=wl
	+ 91 11 4659 1700
	17 minutes by car


Participants are requested to book their hotel room by contacting directly the hotel of their choice.

3. TRANSPORTATION / PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Delhi has a bus network and a metro train system. You can also use auto rickshaws which are three wheelers and they can be flagged down while walking on the road, they run by meter. However non Indians may be in danger of being overcharged if they are not cautious. Taxis are suggested to be the best and can be arranged at the hotel where one is staying. Taxis can be hired for half day (4-5 hrs) or full days (8 hrs). There are also city cabs which run from point to point and are very reliable. 
Meru cab service is one such city radio cab service. The number is + 91 11 4422 4422.

4. VISA INFORMATION

Citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in India . The visa must be requested and obtained from the Indian embassy or consulate in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Please be aware that visa approval might take time so kindly make your request for the invitation letter as soon as possible. Participants requiring an invitation letter and/or a visa supporting letter for entering India are advised to get in touch with the contact person in CIS whose contact details are as follows:

Mr. Ajoy Kumar (Administrator)

Email: ajoy@cis-india.org
Mobile: + 91 98454 92122
5. PRACTICAL INFORMATION

· Time Zone

       The time zone in Delhi is GMT + 5:30. 
· Telephone codes 

India country code is 91 and Delhi is 11. 

When dialing from within the country, one has to dial 011 when dialing a landline from a mobile and no code if dialing from another landline number. In case one has to call a local STD mobile number, one has to prefix the number with 0.
· Currency
The Indian currency is rupee. The present exchange rate is approximately 46.08 rupees to a dollar (currency converter http://xe.com/ucc/). 

Bank notes are Rs. 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 500 and 1000/-. Coin denominations are Rs.1, 2, 5 and 10. 50 Paisa, is half of a rupee and 25 paisa is one fourth of a rupee.
· Electric points
India uses voltage of approx 230v. Its sockets usually have three rounded holes. More details available at: http://users.telenet.be/worldstandards/electricity.htm#plugs_d.

· Tourism
There are many places to sightsee in and around Delhi. Details are available at http://tourism-delhi.com/delhi-sightseeing.html. 

6. LOCAL HOST CONTACT INFORMATION

The Centre for Internet and Society was founded and registered as a society in Bangalore in August 2008. As an independent, non-profit, research organization which is involved in research on the emerging field of the Internet and its relationship to the society, CIS brings together scholars, academics, students, programmers and scientists to engage in a large variety of Internet issues. CIS works in the areas of histories of the Internet, Digital Natives, a reader on the Wikipedia, enhancing higher education for the disadvantaged, and carries on policy research in the areas of accessibility for persons with disabilities, openness, intellectual property, free and open source software, 
e-governance, privacy, telecom and other areas of Internet governance. CIS also runs different academic and research programmes and is receptive to new ideas and collaborations.
CONTACT DETAILS: 


Sunil Abraham (Executive Director) 
Email: sunil@cis-india.org


Nirmita Narasimhan (Programme Manager) 
Email: nirmita@cis-india.org

Ajoy Kumar (Administrator)
Email: ajoy@cis-india.org 


Office details:
Centre for Internet and Society

194, 2nd C Cross, Domlur 2nd stage, Bengaluru: 560071

Tel: +91 80 25350955, +91 80 40926283

website: www.cis-india.org  
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