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Geneva, 14 April 2011
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 185
TSB Workshops/T.J.

+41 22 730 5591
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

-
To ITU-T Associates;
-
To ITU-T Academia;



	E-mail:
	tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

-
To the Acting Regional Director, ITU Regional Office for the Americas, Brasilia, Brazil

-  To the Head, ITU Area Office, Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
-   To the Permanent Mission of Guatemala in Geneva



	Subject:
	ITU Regional Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap for the Americas Region and Interactive Training Session - 
(Guatemala City, Guatemala, 6-7 June 2011)


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the kind invitation of the Superintendencia de Telecomunicaciones de Guatemala, ITU is organizing a “Regional Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap for the Americas Region" on 6 June 2011 and an Interactive Training Session and Standardization Tutorial
on 7 June 2011.  These events will take place at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Guatemala City, Guatemala.
The workshop will open at 0930 hours. Registration will begin at 0800 hours.
Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be provided at the entrance of the meeting venue.

2
Discussions will be held in English and Spanish.

For your information, the Interactive Training Session will immediately be followed by an ITU Kick-off meeting on Regional Initiatives Implementation for the Americas Region on 8 June 2011 also organized by ITU at the same venue.  Participation to this Kick-off meeting is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia from the Americas region.  Detailed information will be made available on the ITU-D website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ams/CMS/index.asp.

3
The workshop is intended to provide concrete advice and best practices on participation by developing countries in global standards development and building nation standards readiness. It will also examine standards work on key new technologies. Participation to this workshop is free of charge and is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates, Academia and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.
4
The Interactive Training Session and Standardization Tutorial on the second day will provide an interactive learning experience through a simulated Study Group meeting.  It will be of greatest interest to those who will be, or who have begun, participating in international meetings and those who have some international experience with plans to move into leadership roles. 

5
Proposals (titles and abstracts) for speakership at the workshop are welcome and will be accommodated according to the topic, contents and availability of slots. Proposals should be sent to tsbworkshops@itu.int. Authors of selected proposals will be informed in due time by the ITU-T Secretariat. Speakers will not be entitled to any remuneration or financial support for participation.
6
A preliminary draft programme of the workshop and training session is set out in Annex 1.  The updated programme, presentations and relevant information will be made available on the 
ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/bsg/201106/index.html.
7
Practical information on logistics including transportation, visa and health requirements will be made available at the ITU-T website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/bsg/201106/index.html.
8
Accommodation: Detailed information on hotel accommodation will be made available at the ITU-T website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/bsg/201106/index.html. 
9
Fellowships: ITU-T will provide a limited number of full fellowships to one participant per eligible country within the Americas region only and within the available budget. The participant must be duly authorized by the respective ITU Administrations from Least Developed Countries and from developing countries with per-capita income under US$ 2,000. While the provision of fellowship is limited to only one participant per country, the number of delegates from a country is not limited provided the expenses of additional delegates are borne by the country. Participants requiring a fellowship are requested to complete the Fellowship Request Form in Annex 2 and return it to the ITU by e-mail: bdtfellowships@itu.int or by fax to +41 22 730 5778 by 13 May 2011 at the latest.
10
Workshop and Training Session Registration: To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of these events, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/bsg/201106/index.html as soon as possible, but not later than 30 May 2011.  Please note that pre-registration of participants to the event is carried out exclusively online.


11
We would like to inform you that there may be visa requirements for citizens of some countries to enter Guatemala.  Where this is the case, visa applications can be made at the Guatemala Embassy or Consulate in your country. Detailed information on visa requirements will be made available at the ITU-T website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/bsg/201106/index.html

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 185)
Draft Programme
Regional Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap for the Americas Region
and
Interactive Training Session and Standardization Tutorial
Guatemala City, Guatemala, 6-7 June 2011

	Day 1: 6 June 2011
Regional Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap for the Americas Region

	09:30– 10:30
	Opening Ceremony 

	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee Break

	11:00 – 12:00
	Session 1: Overview of ITU Activities in the Region

Objectives: This session will review the Resolution of WTSA-08, WTDC-10 and the relevant implementation plan. It will also give an overview on the main results of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2010 (PP-10) held in October 2010. An overview of standardization work in ITU-T will be provided.

	12:00 – 13:00
	Session 2: ICT Standardization Challenges in the region

Objectives: This session will address the challenges of ICT standardization in the region and present the standardization capability of countries in the region on the National Standards Capability Scale. The session will also consider strategies that promote standards in the region. 

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:30
	Session 3: Hot Standardization Topics for the Region

	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee Break

	15:45 – 16:45
	Session 4: Conformity and Interoperability

Objectives: The session will provide information on the WTSA-08 Res. 76, WTDC-10 Res. 47 and the Resolution on conformity and interoperability approved at PP-10. It will present the Conformity and Interoperability programme of the standardization sector.

	16:45 – 17:15
	Session 5 : Introduction to Standardization Tutorial

Objectives: The session is a preparatory session for the simulation study group meeting which will take place on Day 2. It will provide participants with an overview of how the simulated study group meeting will be carried out and what are the roles and responsibilities of the chair, vice chair and rapporteurs of study groups in international standards meeting.

	17:15 – 18:00
	Session 6: Action Plan for Standardization for the region  and closing session 



	Day 2: 7 June 2011
Interactive Training Session and Standardization Tutorial

	09:00 – 10:30
	Standards tutorial - Introduction and Opening Plenary

	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee Break

	10:45 – 12:30
	Standardization Tutorial : Working Parties

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 15:00
	Standards tutorial - Working Parties

	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee Break

	15:15 – 17:30
	Closing Plenary


_________________
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	Please return to:
	Fellowships Service
ITU/BDT
Geneva (Switzerland)


	E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5095 

Fax: +41 22 730 5778 

	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before 13 May 2011 

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Country:  ……………………………………………………………….………..……………………………..

Name of the Administration or Organization:  ………...……………….…..………………………………

Mr. / Ms.:  ……………….………………………………….………………………………………………….

                             (family name)                                              (given name)

Title:  ………………………………………………..…………………………….……………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

Tel:  ……………………….……. Fax:  …………..…….………... 

E-Mail:  …...………………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  ……………………………. Nationality:  ……………………………….……………………

Passport Number:  ……………….…………… Date of issue:  ……………………...….………..………

In (place):  ……………………………….…..… Valid until (date):  ………….…………………………….

	CONDITIONS 
1. One full fellowship per eligible country within the Americas region only. 
2. It is imperative that fellows be present for the entire duration of their fellowship.


	Signature of fellowship candidate: …………………………………………..  Date: ……...……………...

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

Signature:  ……..………………………………………. Date:  ……………………………………………..


______________
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