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	-
To Administrations of Member States 
of the Union;

-
To ITU-T Sector Members

Copy:

-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of 
Study Group 16;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	Proposed deletion of Recommendations ITU-T H.282, H.283 and T.136 agreed to by Study Group 16 at its meeting on 6 November 2009


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 16, Multimedia coding, systems and applications, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, in its meeting from 26 October to 6 November 2009, agreed to delete the following Recommendations in accordance with the provisions of Recommendation A.8,  § 8.2, of WTSA (Johannesburg, 2008):

‑
ITU-T Rec. H.282 (05/99), Remote device control protocol for multimedia applications
‑
ITU-T Rec. H.283 (05/99), Remote device control logical channel transport
‑
ITU-T Rec. T.136 (05/99), Remote device control application protocol

A total of 18 Member States and 47 Sector Members participated in the meeting and there was no objection to this agreement.

2
Annex 1 gives information about this agreement, including an explanatory summary about the reasons for the deletion.

3
Having regard to the provisions of Recommendation A.8, § 8.2, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 12 February 2010 whether your Administration/organization approves or rejects this deletion.


Should any Member States or Sector Members be of the opinion that deletion should not be accepted, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and the matter would be referred back to the Study Group.

4
After the above mentioned deadline (12 February 2010), the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the result of the consultation. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

Annex 1

(to TSB Circular 73)

Deletion of Recommendations ITU-T H.282, H.283 and T.136
Recommendation ITU-T H.282 describes the core services and protocol for performing configuration and control of a remote device during a multimedia conference. 
Recommendation ITU-T T.136 describes how to utilize H.282 using T.120 as the lower layer protocol. 
Recommendation ITU-T H.283 describes its application using the RDC logical channel transport established using H.245. 

Since the original approval of these Recommendations in 1999, no enhancements or revision were made to H.282, H.283 and T.136, which suggests a lack of interest from implementers. Indeed, after consulting with SG 16 and industry multimedia communication experts, SG 16 came to the conclusion that there was likely no deployed implementation of remote device control using H.282 and that such Recommendation was only helping to confuse far-end camera control (FECC) implementors and the market about which standard to use.

It should be noted that Recommendations ITU-T H.224 and H.281 provide a protocol for remote device control over an HDLC layer. This protocol was originally developed for H.320 systems and later H.323 Annex Q specified how to use it in H.323 systems. The H224 media subtype allows using H.281 for SIP based systems. Consequently, H.281 is widely supported and can be used in H.320, H.323, H.324, and SIP equipment.
To the best knowledge of SG 16 experts, H.281 is the protocol used by all shipping video conferencing products, including those using SIP and H.323 as call signalling protocol. However, a new entrant into the marketplace would naturally presume that the higher-numbered Recommendations H.282, H.283 and T.136 are to be preferred. Therefore, the deletion of the unused ITU-T H.282, H.283 and T.136 will help avoid this confusion.
Taking into consideration the above rationale, ITU-T Study Group 16 agreed to the deletion of Recommendations ITU-T H.282, H.283 and T.136.
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