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Geneva, 2 November 2009
	Ref:
	TSB Circular 68
COM 3/RH

	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:
	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int 
	Copy:
-
To ITU-T Sector Members;
-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of 
Study Group 3;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	Study Group 3 Questionnaire on International Internet Connectivity (IIC)


	Action:
	Please return the attached questionnaire by 31 January 2010 at the latest


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
As agreed by Study Group 3 (SG3) at its last meeting (Kampala, 21-25 September 2009), you will find in the Annex of this Circular a questionnaire on the topic of International Internet Connectivity (IIC).  The purpose of the questionnaire is to gather information in order to facilitate further study of that topic within SG3.

2
I should like to stress the importance of this questionnaire for the continuation of the studies in Study Group 3 and therefore rely on your active cooperation in making sure that your answers are as complete as possible and reach me within the prescribed time limit.  The replies will be analysed by TSB and results will be published as a contribution to Study Group 3.  Individual replies will be posted on the TIES-protected portion on the SG3 website.

3
I should be grateful if you could complete the attached Annex and send the results to TSB not later than 31 January 2010.

4
Any requests for further details or clarification in respect of the present questionnaire should be sent to me, preferably by e-mail at the following address: tsbsg3@itu.int. 

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 68)

Please return this table completed to the following address before 31 January 2010:
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau/ITU
Place des Nations
CH-1211 GENEVA 20
fax: +41 22 730 5853
E-mail: tsbsg3@itu.int 

Response to the Questionnaire on International Internet Connectivity
If you are unable or unwilling to provide the data requested in the remainder of the questionnaire, please fill in this first page anyway and return it to us.
If you are going to fill in the rest of the questionnaire, you do not need to fill in this page.
Name of your Administration/Organisation: 


Contact person:


Tel: ............................................................. Fax: 


Email: 



Please indicate whether it is difficult or impossible for your administration to answer this questionnaire.  If you reply yes, please indicate the reason:


□
No, it is not difficult to answer.


□
Yes, it is difficult or impossible to answer.  The reason is: 



□
The data are not easily obtained.


□
It is our policy not to collect or provide the data.


□
Other, please specify:________________________
Response to the Questionnaire on International Internet Connectivity
Please fill out the following questions either on this survey or in a separate document to the best of your knowledge.

1) Please provide a brief description of the organization and existing situation of the Internet service in your country:
2) Please outline any constraints to Internet access due to lack of in-country facilities (lack of bandwidth, infrastructure, etc):
3) Please provide the quantitative situation for the following network elements:

	Element
	Quantity

	3.1) Number of Internet service providers (ISPs)
	

	3.2) Number of Network access points (NAPs) or Internet exchange points (IXPs) 
	

	3.3) Number of Network access points (NAPs) or Internet exchange points (IXPs) having international connectivity
	

	3.4) International bandwidth – fibre optic (in Mbps)
	

	3.5) International bandwidth – satellite (in Mbps)
	

	3.6) International bandwidth – other media (in Mbps)
	

	3.7) International bandwidth – incoming (in Mbps)
	

	3.8) International bandwidth – outgoing (in Mbps)
	

	3.9) Number of international gateways
	


4) Please estimate the costs of international connectivity as a fraction of the total wholesale costs for ISPs in your country?
Fraction of international connectivity costs as a percentage of total costs: 

5) If a NAP or IXP has been recently installed in-country or region, what has been the reduction in the costs of international Internet connectivity, as a percentage of total costs before the installation of the NAP or IXP?
Reduction of costs in percent: 

6) Please provide the estimated proportion of international bandwidth for services terminating to the following destination regions (which may include your own region):
	Region
(the regions are the regions as defined for the ITU Council, see:
http://www.itu.int/council/index.html )
	Percent

	6.1) Region A (Americas)
	

	6.2) of this, what is the percentage terminating to the USA and Canada (the total of USA and Canada plus other countries should equal the answer given in 4.1 above)
	

	6.3) Region B (Western Europe)
	

	6.4) Region C (Eastern Europe)
	

	6.5) Region D (Africa)
	

	6.6) Region E (Asia and Australasia)
	


7) Please provide the estimated proportion of international bandwidth for outgoing traffic in relation to total traffic (incoming plus outgoing)?
Proportion of outgoing traffic as a percentage of total traffic: 

8) Please select and briefly describe the interconnection scenario(s) and forms(s) of payment used by Internet service providers (ISPs) in your country, specifying the destination country, percentage of ISPs using the scenario and other relevant data, by filling in the table below:
	Scenario
	Description

	8.1) Access to an international provider for link and transit facilities
	

	8.2) Wholesale purchases over hubs located in your region (regional NAPs / IXPs)
	

	8.3) Peering or transit arrangements with higher level providers located in your region
	

	8.4) Peering or transit arrangements with higher level providers not located in your region
	

	8.5) Capacity and approximate prices of fibre optic system links (IRU) belonging to operators located in the country
	

	8.6) Other forms (explain)
	


9) Please provide the approximate price of a leased international line from your country to the destination regions indicated below (where applicable):
	Destination
regions are defined as in Question 6 above
	Yearly price of rented 
STM‑1 link (in US dollars)
	Yearly price of leased 
2 Mbps link (in US dollars)

	9.1) Region A (Americas) 
	
	

	9.1.1) USA and Canada
	
	

	9.2) Region B (Western Europe)
	
	

	9.3) Region C (Eastern Europe)
	
	

	9.4) Region D (Africa)
	
	

	9.5) Region E (Asia and Australasia)
	
	


10) Approximate price of indefeasible right of use (IRU) international capacity from your country to the destination regions indicated below (where applicable):
Definition: An “indefeasible right of use (IRU)” is a contractual agreement between the operators of a communications cable, such as a submarine cable or fiber optic network, and a client.  The IRU shall mean the exclusive, unrestricted and indefeasible right to use the relevant capacity (including equipment, fibers or capacity) for any legal purpose.
	Destination
regions are defined as in Question 6 above
	Yearly price of STM‑1 IRU
(in US dollars)
	Yearly price of 2 Mbps IRU
(in US dollars)

	10.1) Region A (Americas) 
	
	

	10.1.1) USA and Canada
	
	

	10.2) Region B (Western Europe)
	
	

	10.3) Region C (Eastern Europe)
	
	

	10.4) Region D (Africa)
	
	

	10.5) Region E (Asia and Australasia)
	
	


11) Please provide any relevant data that you may have regarding the implementation and practical effects of ITU-T Recommendation D.50:
12) Please provide any other information you feel is relevant to international Internet connectivity, including reports, other documents, presentations, etc:
If you have any additional comments, please write them in below, or on an additional page.
Thank you very much.
___________________
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