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	- To Administrations of Member States of 

   the Union

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;

- To participants of FG ICT&CC


	E-mail:
	tsbdir@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Extension of the responsibility of ITU-T Study Group 5 on Environment and Climate Change and establishment of a new Joint Coordination Activity on ICTs and Climate Change 


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Resolution 22 of WTSA-08 gives inter-alia the authorization to TSAG (Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group) to act between WTSAs in restructuring and establishing ITU-T Study Groups and assigning Chairmen and Vice-chairmen to act until the next WTSA in response to changes in the telecommunication market.
2
TSAG at its first meeting of the study period 2009-2012 (Geneva, 28-30 April 2009) agreed on the following: 

2.1
The Focus Group on Climate Change had successfully completed its work, its mandate was terminated, and this work should continue in the study groups in order to prepare the necessary ITU-T Recommendations on this important issue.

2.2
That Study Group 5 would be the lead study group on ICTs and climate change and its title changed to “Environment and Climate Change” to reflect its new mandate (see Annex 1).

2.3
That Study Group 5 would keep its role as lead study group on protection against electromagnetic effects and electromagnetic compatibility. 
2.4
The establishment of the Joint Coordination Activity on ICTs and climate change (JCA-ICT&CC) with the Terms of References set forth in the attached Annex 2. 
3
The purpose of the JCA-ICT&CC is to coordinate the ITU-T ICTs and climate change work amongst the ITU-T Study Groups, and to liaise with the ITU-R and ITU-D Sectors. The co-conveners of the JCA-ICT&CC are Mr. Ahmed Zeddam (France Télécom Orange, Chairman of SG 5) and Mr. Dave Faulkner (BT, ex-Chairman of the Focus Group).
The new structure of the enlarged Study Group 5 will be established during its next meeting (Geneva, 25 – 29 May 2009). 

The organisations that participated in the work of the Focus Group, and other relevant organisations and academia are invited to nominate one or two representatives to participate in this work.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 
2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 38)
Revised mandate of ITU-T Study Group 5 
“Environment and climate change”
1) Annex A (to Resolution 2) PART 1-GENERAL AREAS OF STUDY
Study Group 5 is responsible for studying ICT environmental aspects of electromagnetic phenomena and climate change.

Responsible for studies relating to protection of telecommunication networks and equipment from interference and lightning.

Also responsible for studies related to electromagnetic compatibility (EMC), to safety and to health effects connected with electromagnetic fields produced by telecommunication installations and devices, including cellular phones.

Responsible for studies on the existing copper network outside plant and related indoor installations.
Responsible for studies on methodologies for evaluating the ICT effects on climate change, publishing guidelines for using ICTs in an Eco-Friendly Way, and energy efficiency of the power feeding system.

Also responsible for studying design methodologies to reduce environmental effects such as recycling related to ICT facilities, equipments, etc.

2) Annex A (to Resolution 2) PART 2 – LEAD STUDY GROUPS IN SPECIFIC AREAS OF STUDY

SG 5
Lead study group on electromagnetic compatibility and electromagnetic effects

-
Lead Study Group on ICTs and climate change.
3) Annex B (to Resolution 2) – POINTS OF GUIDANCE TO STUDY GROUPS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE POST-2008 WORK PROGRAM
Study Group 5 will develop Recommendations, Handbooks and other publications related to:

(
protection of telecommunication networks and equipment from interference and lightning;
(
electromagnetic compatibility (EMC); and

(
safety and health effects connected with electromagnetic fields produced by telecommunication installations and devices.
Study Group 5 will also develop documents related to:

(1) Study of methodologies for calculating the amount of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from ICTs, and the amount of reduction in the GHG emissions in other sectors as a result of using ICTs. 
(2) Creation of a framework for energy efficiency in the ICT field, taking account of WTSA Resolution 73.
(3) Studying of methodologies for power feeding that effectively reduce power consumption and resource usage.
(4) Studying of methodologies that reduce environmental effects for ICT facilities and equipment such as recycling, 
Note that the above text related to ICT and climate change needs to be studied by several SGs and Questions before being made an ITU-T Recommendation. For this reason, it is necessary to compile a list of all recommendations related to ICTs and climate change together with their progress status, and to clarify all relationships among the recommendations. To facilitate this, a framework Recommendation for positioning a set of related Recommendations and showing the relationships among them will need to be created. 
Study Group 5 will also take care of the aspects related to the deployment of new services on existing copper networks, such as co-existence of different services from different providers in the same cable and positioning of components (e.g. xDSL filters) inside the central office main distribution frame, including also the need to provide performance requirements of new copper pair cables designed to support a higher bandwidth.

This activity is strictly related to the continuation of studies on the local loop unbundling (LLU) with the scope to provide all the correct technical solutions needed to assure network integrity and interoperability, the easy use of equipment and access security in a context where operators can interact without affecting the quality of service defined by regulatory and administrative issues.

The meetings of Study Group 5, its WPs/Questions should be as far as practicable collocated with other SGs/WPs/Questions involved in study of ICT and climate change.

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 38)
Terms of reference for joint coordination activity on ICT and climate change 
(JCA-ICT&CC)
1. Rationale

ICT may have at least three major relationships with Climate Change:

· ICTs are contributing directly to Climate Change, in particular to the production of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) (e.g. power consumption, proliferation of ICT devices, recycling of material, etc.); 

· ICTs can also be applied in various sectors of industry, to reduce the impact of their operations on climate change, for instance by substituting for travel; 

· ICTs can also be used to monitor climate parameters (e.g. networks for environmental monitoring, Ubiquitous Sensor Network). 

2. Objectives

· To co-ordinate activity on ICT & CC across ITU-T Study Groups, in particular SGs (5, 9, 13, 15 and 16), and to coordinate with ITU-R and ITU-D.

· To provide a visible contact point for ICT and Climate Change activities in ITU-T, to seek co-operation from external bodies working in the field of ICT & CC and enable effective two-way communication with these bodies.

3. Working methods (in accordance with Section 2.2 of Recommendation A.1)
· The membership shall comprise all ITU-T SG Chairmen, all ITU-T SG Counsellors/Engineers, the TSAG Chairman and Counsellor, a number of SG Chairmen’s appointees, ICT & CC contact persons in ITU-T Study Groups and invited representatives from relevant SDOs such as IEC, ISO or relevant academia, consortia or fora.

· The JCA on ICT and Climate Change is working primarily by correspondence but can also meet in association with meetings of [Study Groups] where necessary. In addition urgent issues requiring attention can be flagged up at any time and the JCA can convene as appropriate (including web conferencing tools) to take action.

· The JCA on ICT and Climate Change will take advice and steer from TSAG.
The work of the JCA on ICT and Climate Change will progress its work mostly by electronic means (e-mail group and conference calls) and only hold face-to-face meeting when considered necessary. 

Task Forces may be set up under the JCA to progress work as necessary. 

4. Specific tasks

· Maintain a list of contacts for ICT & CC in each Study Group.

· Maintain a list of designated contacts within the external ICT & CC bodies.

· Co-ordinate with any proposed new and revised Questions in the ICT & CC area.

· Motivate and advise on the work in the individual SGs to complete and update their checklists, where appropriate, to promote reductions in Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions by making changes to new and existing Recommendations.  

· Promote use of ICTs, as applied to other relevant sectors, to reduce the impact of their operations on climate change, for instance by substituting for travel

· Promote a coordinated approach towards standardisation in the areas of three major relationships according to the Rationale above. 

· Advise in the overall planning of tutorials and seminars/workshops 

· May address coordination of activity with recognised SDOs and forums, including periodic discussion of work plans and schedules of deliverables.

5. Leadership

Co-Conveners: Mr. Ahmed Zeddam (France Télécom, Chairman of ITU-T SG 5) and Mr. Dave Faulkner (BT, ex-Chairman of FG ICT&CC).
6. Administrative Support

The TSB Secretariat will provide secretariat and facilities, including TIES access, required by the JCA, within the available resource limit.

7. Progress Reports

The JCA will submit a report to SG5 (and other relevant SGs) and TSAG. 

____________
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