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Geneva, 1 May 2009
	Ref:
	TSB Circular 37
COM 13/TK

	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:
	+41 22 730 5126
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg13@itu.int 
	Copy:
-
To ITU-T Sector Members;
-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of 
Study Group 13;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	· Creation of a new Focus Group on Future Networks (FG-FN);

· First meeting of the FG-FN, Lulea, Sweden, 29 June – 3 July 2009


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I am pleased to announce the establishment of the ITU-T Focus Group on Future Networks (FG-FN) by ITU-T Study Group 13 “Future networks including mobile and NGN” at its meeting in Geneva, 12-23 January 2009.

2
ITU-T Study Group 13 took into consideration the discussions in the Study Group 13 meetings in the previous study period and the interest and support expressed by ITU-T Members on the subject. The Chairmen of all ITU-T Study Groups and TSAG were consulted. The objective of the Focus Group is, by fostering participation of all telecommunications and ICT experts to collect the information and document the results that would be helpful for developing Recommendations for future networks. The Focus Group also encourages participation of all standards development organizations involved in Future Networks. 

3
Based on the results of the Study Group 13 meeting, and under the ITU-T Recommendation A.7 provisions, the FG-FN is established with immediate effect. The FG will operate under procedures set out in ITU-T Recommendation A.7. Study Group 13 will serve as the parent group. The agreed Terms of Reference of the FG-FN are reproduced in Annex 1. Study Group 13 appointed the Chairman for the Focus Group: Mr. Naotaka Morita (NTT, Japan), and Vice-Chairman position is left open. It will be filled at the first meeting of the Focus Group.
I strongly believe that by creating the Focus Group on Future Networks, ITU-T will meet the expectations of its membership, and demonstrate its ability to address the topics requiring urgent attention.

4
The FG-FN is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates. This FG-FN is also open to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU and who is willing to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members or representatives of interested Standards Development Organizations.
5
It is planned to hold FG-FN meetings with a frequency of roughly every three months if justified by sufficient inputs. The first meeting of the FG-FN is scheduled to take place at Quality Hotel, in Lulea, Sweden, from 29 June to 3 July 2009 inclusive. This meeting is collocated with the Future Internet Research and Experimentation (FIRE) group that meets at the same time and the same location. (http://www.fireandlivinglabs09.eu/) Those delegates who will be participating in the FG-FN meeting are invited to join the FIRE group event on 1-2 July. On-line registration for both ITU-T FG-FN meeting and FIRE group event is open at the registration web page indicated in clause 9 below. (The total registration fee for both events is 1700 SEK (approximately 150 Euro)).
6
As agreed to with the Chairman of the Focus Group, Mr. Naotaka Morita, the initial time plan and the items for discussion at the meeting are given in Annex 2. Updates related to the meeting will be made available on the Focus Group web page:
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/focusgroups/fn/index.html as well as the contributions received.
The meeting will open at 09:00 hours on 29 June 2009. Participant registration will begin at 08:30 hours at the lobby on the Quality hotel. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed at the meeting venue.
The discussions will be held in English only.
All contributions to the first meeting should be sent to the following electronic email address: tsbsg13@itu.int. In preparing your documents please use the basic template for the FG documents available at http://www.itu.int/oth/T0A0F00000F/en and FG-FN webpage.

While the deadline of submission of documents should be decided by the FG-FN, it is suggested to submit the inputs to the first meeting not later than 21 June 2009. Please note that this is a paperless meeting.

7
Wireless LAN facilities are available for use by delegates in the Quality Hotel area. Detailed information will be available on site.
8
In order to book your stay at the Quality hotel (focus group venue) please book on line at http://fireweekitu.axaco.se.

9
Please note that pre-registration of participants to this meeting is carried out online at the website http://fireweekitu.axaco.se. To enable the secretariat to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the meeting, I should be grateful if you would register as soon as possible but not later than 29 May 2009.
10
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Sweden. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Sweden in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure.  Please be aware that visa approval might take time so kindly make your request for the invitation letter as soon as possible.

Participants who require an invitation letter and/or a visa supporting letter for entering Sweden are advised to get in touch with the contact person in this country whose detailed information is as follows:

Mr. Rikard Mattsson

Konfaktiv, Sweden

Tel: + 46 (0) 920 15 000

Fax: + 46 (0) 920 15 006

Email: rikard@konfaktiv.se
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 37)
Terms of Reference of ITU-T Focus Group on Future Networks
1. Scope

The Focus Group, established in accordance with ITU-T Recommendation A.7, by collaborating with worldwide future network (FN) communities (e.g., research institutes, forums, academia and etc), aims to

· collect and identify visions of future networks, based on new technologies, 

· assess the interactions between future networks and new services, 

· familiarize ITU-T and standardization communities with emerging attributes of future networks, and; 

· encourage collaboration between ITU-T and FN communities.

2. Rationale

According to the decision by WTSA-08 at Johannesburg, the title of SG13 in the new study period (2009-2012) is “Future Networks including Mobile and NGN” reflecting the importance of “Future Networks” agreed by WTSA-08. It means that the SG13 has a leading role to investigate the issue on Future Networks in the new study period. In particular, a new Question on Future Networks has been approved as Q.21/13.

Future Networks have become a part of global agenda through lots of research activities such as IRTF (International), GENI/FIND (US), FP7/FIRE (EU), CNGI (China), AKARI/NwGN (Japan), FIF (Korea) as well as standardization works in ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6. The academic community expressed their strong interest in collaborating with the ITU-T on this subject during the last ITU-T Kaleidoscope event in May 2008. However, it is understood all these activities are in their early stage of investigation. Taking into consideration the importance of global connectivity and interoperability between devices, networks, services and applications, global harmonization between these different activities are extremely important and necessary to build up globally interoperable future ICT infrastructures. 
ITU-T SG13 envisions that the role of the Focus Group will involve interaction with these various research activities, and familiarize ITU-T and standardization communities with emerging attributes of future networks.

3. FG Objective

The objective of the Focus Group is to document results that would be helpful for developing Recommendations for future networks. To achieve this objective the Focus Group will

· gather new ideas relevant to Future Networks and identify potential study areas on Future Networks,

· describe visions of the Future Networks,

· identify a timeframe of Future Networks,

· identify potential impacts on standards development, and

· suggest future ITU-T study items and related actions. 

4. Relations in and outside ITU-T

The FG will work in close collaboration with all ITU-T Study Groups (e.g. through collocated meetings, see section 10), for instance on the coordination of respective work programs in order to avoid duplication and overlap of work, and on the coordination of tutorials and workshops.

In particular, Q.21/13 will take a role of communication channel between the FG and other Questions in SG 13 and other SGs.

The FG will also cooperate and coordinate its work with the other ITU sectors (ITU-R, ITU-D), and with other relevant bodies outside ITU-T (Universities, Research institutes, SDOs, Fora/Consortia, regulators, policy-makers) in accordance with ITU-T Recommendation A.7.

5. Specific tasks and deliverables

· Review related research and standardization activities.

· Based on this review produce the following deliverables

· Future network benefits

· Future network vision

· High-level description of Future Networks attributes

· Vocabulary

· Incremental terms required to address Future Networks

6. Conveners

Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be appointed by SG13.

7. Participation

In accordance with ITU-T Recommendation A.7 participation to this FG is open to ITU members and other relevant bodies outside ITU (e.g., Universities, Research institutes, SDOs, Fora/Consortia, policy-makers from a country that is a member of ITU) involved in Future Network activities worldwide. A list of participants will be maintained for reference purposes and reported to SG 13.

8. Administrative support

The TSB Secretariat will provide TIES support and website capabilities from ITU-T headquarters, any other support should be provided in accordance with clause 5 of ITU-T Recommendation A.7.

9. General financing of the FG

As mentioned in clauses 4 and 10.2 of ITU-T Recommendation A.7. the Focus Group will be self-funded by its members.

10. Meetings

The FG should use remote collaboration tools (for instance, by establishing a ‘wiki’) to the maximum extent, and collocation with existing meetings (e.g. SGs and research activities).

11. Milestones and duration of the FG

The focus group lifetime is one year from the 1st meeting to the summer 2010.

The following milestones are proposed:

· Establishment of the Focus Group at the SG13 meeting (January 2009)

· Holding of the first Focus Group meeting (end of June or July 2009) 

· Production of the Deliverables as identified in Clause 5 (summer 2010)

12. Parent Group

ITU-T SG 13.

Appendix I: Background

For the sake of better understanding of Future Networks, an initial definition of ‘Future Networks’ developed in Q.21/13 meeting is provided here. And in Q.21/13 discussion the clean-slate approach was understood as a design principle, not deployment.

Future Network (FN) is a network which is able to provide revolutionary services, capabilities, and facilities that are hard to provide using existing network technologies.

Note: FN provides mechanisms that benefit every participant as much as they contribute. It will be studied based on clean-slate approaches.

ANNEX 2

(to TSB Circular 37)
Time plan and topics for the first meeting

	Monday

June 29
	Tuesday

June 30
	Wednesday

July 1
	Thursday

July 2
	Friday

July 3

	9:00-18:00
	9:00-18:00
	9:00 - 18:30
	9:30 - 18:00
	9:00-15:00

	ITU-T

FG-FN at Quality Hotel
	ITU-T

FG-FN at Quality Hotel
	FIRE and Living labs - Future Internet by the people at House of Culture
	FIRE - Tutorials and Workshops at Luleå University of Technology
	ITU-T

FG-FN at Quality Hotel

	Procedure discussion and contribution review
	Contribution review
	 
	Joint meeting with FIRE and FG-FN

(not yet determined)
	Wrap up and future planning
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