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Geneva, 26 January 2009
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 15
COM 15/GJ

+41 22 730 6356
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union
-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- 
To ITU-T Associates;

	E-mail:
	tsbsg15@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of 
Study Group 15;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Questionnaire on Optical fibre cables for drop applications


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Study Group 15 at its last meeting (Geneva, 1 – 12 December 2008) decided, in the framework of the studies conducted under Question 16/15 (Optical physical infrastructure and cables), to create a Recommendation on optical fibre cables for drop applications.
2
Such a Draft Recommendation is planned to be submitted for consent in 2010.
3
To that end, your assistance is needed to collect information on optical fibre cables for drop applications. You are thus requested to answer the questionnaire given in Annex I of this Circular letter.
4
Please return all the information to the Q.16/15 Associate Rapporteur, by 31 March 2009 at the latest:
Mr. Shigeru Tomita
NTT Access Network Service Systems Labs

1-7-1, Hanabatake, Tsukuba, Ibaraki

305-0805, Japan
Email: tomita@ansl.ntt.co.jp
Facsimile: +81 29 868 6440
5
I rely on your cooperation in making sure that your replies are as accurate as possible and reach the above-mentioned Associate Rapporteur before the deadline.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1
ANNEX I
(to TSB Circular 15)
Questionnaire on “Optical fibre cables for drop applications”
Introduction

A1
Scope

This questionnaire addresses the development of a Recommendation on optical fibre cables for drop applications. Replies should be sent to the Q16/15 Rapporteur by 31 March 2009 at the latest, to allow data processing and analysis before the next Study Group 15 meeting (Hammamet, 28 Sep. – 9 Oct. 2009).

A2
Objective

Optical fibre drop cables are used to connect a customer and an optical access network.  With office users, usual underground and aerial cables can be used for this purpose.  However, with household users, usually only one or two fibre count cables are required.  Therefore, cables specially designed for this purpose are often used.

On this basis, IEC SC86A began to study the creation of a product standard or handbook related to optical fibre cables for drop applications. ITU-T SG 15 also began to study such applications in terms of the installation and functional aspects of this type of cable.  Question 16/15 is responsible for developing a Recommendation related to the optical fibre cable requirement. Before starting this program, Q16/15 would like to collect opinions, information and experiences about this type of cable.

A3
Deadline

Replies to this Questionnaire should be sent to the Rapporteur (with a copy to TSB) by 31 March 2009 at the latest, to enable data processing and analysis to be completed before the next Study Group 15 meeting (Hammamet, 28 Sep. – 9 Oct. 2009).  The Rapporteur’s contact details are:

Mr. Shigeru Tomita
Tel:
+81-29-868-6141

NTT Access Network Service Systems Labs.
Fax:
+81-29-868-6440

1-7-1 Hanabatake, Tsukuba, Ibaraki
Email:
tomita@ansl.ntt.co.jp 

305-0805, JAPAN

The form can be returned via email or fax.  If necessary, additional pages can be added should the space provided prove inadequate.
Questionnaire

“Optical fibre cables for drop applications”

This questionnaire should be completed and returned to the Rapporteur of Question 16/15 (copy to tsbsg15@itu.int) by 31 March 2009. Answers by electronic means would be highly appreciated.

The Rapporteur's contact details are:

	Mr. Shigeru Tomita
NTT Access Network Service Systems Labs.
1-7-1 Hanabatake, Tsukuba, Ibaraki
305-0805, JAPAN
	Tel: +81-29-868-6141
+81-29-868-6141

Fax: +81-29-868-6440
+81-29-868-6142

Email:
tomita@ansl.ntt.co.jp 


Questionnaire completed by:

	Name:

	Tel:


	Organization:

	Fax:


	Country:

	Email:


	Address:





Please select the most suitable answer to the following questions.

If you select “other”, please add a corresponding comment.

1. Do you already use or plan to use optical fibre cables for drop applications?

(  ) Yes

(  ) No

2. Does your country have a national standard for optical fibre cables for drop applications?

(  ) Yes (in this case, the Rapporteur would greatly appreciate a copy of the text of this standard.) 

(  ) No

3. Do you think that an international standard is necessary for optical fibre cables for drop applications?

(  ) Yes

(  ) No
4. The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) Sub Committee (SC) 86 A is now developing a standard for this kind of cable.  Do you think that the ITU-T should wait until IEC SC86A’s work is complete?

(  ) Yes (no ITU-T Recommendation is needed at present)

(  ) No (an ITU-T Recommendation is needed)

(  ) Unfamiliar with IEC Standards (an ITU-T Recommendation is needed)

5. Which types of optical fibres are (will be) used for drop applications?

(  ) Single-mode glass fibre (e.g.; ITU-T G.652-G.657, IEC B-series)

(  ) Multi-mode glass fibre (e.g.; ITU-T G.651, IEC A.1-series)

(  ) Multi-mode plastic fibre (e.g.; IEC A.4-series)

6. Which types of optical fibre cable construction are (will be) used?

(  ) Normal (ex. cables for conduits and tunnels)

(  ) Armoured (ex. cables for direct burial) 

(  ) Self-supporting (ex. cables for aerial applications)

(  ) Other _____________________________________________________________ 

7. Are the environmental conditions for drop applications harsher than those for conduit and aerial applications?

(  ) Yes

(  ) No

(  ) Depends on the item

8. As regards the possible environmental conditions for drop cables, what kinds of issues should be considered?

(  ) Rodent attack

(  ) Water immersion 

(  ) Other _____________________________________________________________

9. Are the mechanical requirements for drop applications harsher than those for conduit and aerial applications?

(  ) Yes

(  ) No

(  ) Depends on the item
10. Please select the mechanical test items that should be included in the Recommendation for an optical fibre cable for drop applications.

(  ) Tensile performance 

(  ) Crush

(  ) Impact
(  ) Bending

(  ) Repeated bending

(  ) Bending at low temperature

(  ) Flexing

(  ) Torsion

(  ) Kink

(  ) Other _____________________________________________________________

11. Please select the fire performance test items that should be included in the Recommendation for an optical fibre cable for drop applications.

(  ) No requirement

(  ) Flame propagation 

(  ) Smoke emission

(  ) Corrosive gas emission

(  ) Other _____________________________________________________________
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