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Geneva, 5 February 2010

	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 1/SG5RG-AFR


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5780
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg5rgafr@itu.int

	To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members and to ITU-T Associates of the African countries participating in the work of Group SG5 RG‑AFR


	Subject:
	Questionnaire on human exposure to electromagnetic fields


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Study Group 5 approved the creation of the Study Group 5 Regional Group for Africa (SG5 RG‑AFR).

2
The last World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Johannesburg, 2008) adopted Resolution 72, which requests Study Group 5 to expand and accelerate its work and support with regard to assessing human exposure to electromagnetic waves.

3
The questionnaire annexed hereto has thus been prepared in order to establish an overview of the practices implemented in the African countries and the standards applied in order to ensure that telecommunication installations comply with human exposure limits and to evaluate African countries' knowledge of Study Group 5 standards on the subject.

4
I therefore invite the administrations and recognized operating agencies of the African countries to respond, by 30 April 2010, to the questionnaire annexed to this letter, preferably by e‑mail addressed to: tsbsg5rgafr@itu.int, with a copy to KOUAKOU@atci.ci. 

5
I cannot stress too highly the importance this questionnaire holds for the ongoing work of SG5 RG‑AFR. I therefore count on your active cooperation in ensuring that your responses are as complete as possible and reach me by the given deadlines.

6
Information on the first meeting of SG5 RG‑AFR, scheduled to take place during the week of 21-25 June 2010 (Nairobi, Kenya), will be available shortly at the following webpage: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com05/rg5afr/index.html. 
7
Since the Group's working methods are essentially to be electronic, I should be grateful to you for joining its mailing list, instructions for which may be found on the above-mentioned webpage.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 1/SG5RG-AFR)
Name of your Administration/organization: .........................................................................................

Address: .................................................................................................................................................

Tel: .................................................................................... Fax: ............................................................

E-mail: ....................................................................................................................................................

	Please answer the questions to the best of your knowledge, using this document or any other medium

Send your replies 
 

to :
tsbsg5rgafr@itu.int







cc :
KOUAKOU@atci.ci 




Have you encountered any difficulties in filling out this questionnaire?


Yes


No

If YES, please specify

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Q1 -
Are there any regulations on the limits for human exposure to electromagnetic waves in your country?

Yes


No

If YES
Q1-1 -
What are the limits for human exposure to electromagnetic waves used in your country?


ICNIRP limits


IEEE limits


Limits peculiar to particular countries (please specify) 
...................................................................................................................................................

Other (please specify) ...............................................................................................................

Q1-2 -
What body is responsible for application of the regulations?


Telecommunication regulator


Ministry responsible for telecommunications


Other (please specify)

Q2 - Do you have regulations on the SAR (specific absorption rate) of terminals used?


Yes


No

If YES

Q2-1 - What do the regulations stipulate?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Q3 -
Is there a type approval procedure for terminal equipment in relation to SAR (specific absorption rate)?


Yes


No

If YES
Q3-1 -
Please provide details of the procedure
..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Q4 -
Do you use measurements to evaluate the levels of human exposure to electromagnetic fields?

Yes


No
If YES

Q4-1 -
What body is responsible for effecting the measurements?


National telecommunication regulator


Ministry of telecommunications


Accredited bureaux


Other (please specify) ...............................................................................................................

Q4-2 -
Do you use an international standard in order to effect these measurements?

CEPT


CENELEC


Other (please specify) ...............................................................................................................

Q4-3 - What equipment is available to you for effecting these measurements?

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Q4-4 -
Are the results of the measurements communicated to the public?


Yes


No
If YES

Q4-4-1
What means of communication are used?


Television (please specify the programme) …………………………………………………..

Radio (please specify the programme) ………………………………………………………..

Internet


Written press


Other (please specify) ...............................................................................................................

Q5 -
Do you effect theoretical evaluations of the levels of the fields?

Yes


No
If YES

Q5-1 -
How are the evaluations effected?


By calculation


By simulation (please specify the simulation software) ...........................................................

Q5-2 -
Are you aware of the simulation software EMF Estimator developed by ITU-T Study Group 5?

Yes


No
Q6 -
Do you have a licensing procedure for radio installations ensuring compliance with the human exposure limits?


Yes


No
If YES

Q6-1 -
Please provide details of the procedure

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Q7 -
Do you know ITU-T Study Group 5?


Yes


No
If YES

Q7-1 -
Are you aware of this Study Group's Recommendations on human exposure to electromagnetic waves?


Yes (please specify which ones) ................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

No
Q8 -
Would you like ITU-T to organize a seminar on the measurement of electromagnetic waves for the African countries?


Yes


No
Q9 -
What are your expectations of the activities of ITU-T, particularly those of the Study Group 5 African group?

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
_______________
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