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Geneva, 17 December 2009
	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 3/SG3RG-LAC

	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int 
	-
To the members of the Study Group 3 Regional Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (SG3RG-LAC)


	Subject:
	Questionnaire on the movement 
of accounting rates


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In order to monitor the tariff situation in the LAC region, ten studies have been carried out since 1998. Unfortunately, not enough replies were received to the 2007 and 2008 questionnaires for the results to be worth compiling.  At its meeting in Lima, Peru, on 25 and 26 June 2009, the Study Group 3 Regional Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (SG3RG-LAC) unanimously recognized that monitoring the situation of accounting rates in the Region would be useful for the harmonious implementation of cost orientated accounting rates in this Region. 

2
The questionnaire developed by the SG3RG-LAC to collect the necessary information is attached to this collective letter. 

3
The duly completed questionnaire should be returned to TSB not later than 
31 March 2010 at the following address:

The Director
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB)
Place des Nations
1211 GENEVA 20
Switzerland
Fax: +41 22 730 5853
Email: tsbsg3@itu.int
4
If you are unable or unwilling to provide answers, either this year or, in general for future years, then please indicate so on the first page of the questionnaire and return this page to us (Annex 1).  Please note that this page is also available electronically at:
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/othergroups/tal/tal-eform0.html. 
5
Although I am aware of the additional administrative workload that the preparation of replies entails for every Administration and Recognized Operating Agency, I wish to stress how desirable it is for as many of them as possible to reply to the questionnaire, so that the results of the study are statistically significant and may be regarded as representative of the Region.

6
It is fully understood that all replies received will be treated as strictly confidential by TSB, which will analyze and consolidate them. The results in an aggregated format will be published as a contribution without any confidential information. It will be discussed at the next SG3RG-LAC meeting, to take place next spring at a venue and date still to be determined. 

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 3/SG3RG-LAC)

Reply to the questionnaire on collection charges and accounting rates 
for Latin America and the Caribbean

If you are unable or unwilling to provide the data requested in the remainder of the questionnaire, please fill in this first page anyway and return it to us.
If you are going to fill in the rest of the questionnaire, you do not need to fill in this page.
Name of your Administration/Organisation: 


Contact person:


Tel: ............................................................. Fax: 


Email: 



A.
Please indicate whether your administration intends to reply to this questionnaire in the future, even if it did not reply this time:


□
We do not intend to reply in the future


□
We may reply in the future

B.
Please indicate whether it is difficult or impossible for your administration to answer this questionnaire.  If you reply yes, please indicate the reason:


□
No, it is not difficult to answer.


□
Yes, it is difficult or impossible to answer.  The reason is: 



□
The data are not easily obtained.



□
It is our policy not to collect or provide the data.



□
Other, please specify:________________________
ANNEX 2
(to TSB Collective letter 3/SG3RG-LAC)

Questionnaire on settlement and collection rates

	Please fill out this table and return it to:

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
Place des Nations
CH-1211 GENEVA 20
Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / e-mail: tsbsg3@itu.int 

By 31 March 2010 at the latest.
	Administration 

Operator (      Regulator (
Country: 


Name of official in charge: 


Tel.: 

Fax: -

E-mail: 



Reply to questionnaire on settlement and collection rates

	
	Average weighted outgoing
settlement rate*
	Average weighted incoming settlement rate*
	Outgoing traffic (minutes)
	Incoming traffic (minutes)
	Average weighted collection rate*

	
	December 2008
	December 2009
	December 2008
	December 2009
	December 2008
	December 2009
	December 2008
	December 2009
	December 2008
	December 2009

	With LAC region countries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	With other countries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Weighted must be based on traffic

Estimated proportion of traffic using an accounting rate system: ___________% 

Definitions:

Outgoing settlement rate: It is the value, in United States dollars per minute, paid by the national operator to the destination operator for terminating your outgoing international traffic (if the accounting rate is used, please indicate the accounting rate share of the international operator).

Incoming settlement rate: It is the value, in United States dollars per minute, paid by an international operator to the national operator for termination of the incoming international traffic (if the accounting rate is used, please indicate the accounting rate share of the national operator).

Collection charge: It is the value, in United States dollars per minute, collected by a national operator from its customers for the use of the outgoing international long-distance call service.

	
	Average weighted payment for call termination*
(USD/minute)
	Average weighted tariff charged to user* 

(USD/minute)

	
	December 2008
	December 2009
	December 2008
	December 2009

	Mobile-mobile
	
	
	
	

	Fixed-mobile
	
	
	
	

	Mobile-fixed
	
	
	
	

	Fixed-fixed
	
	
	
	


*Weighted must be based on traffic

Please indicate the mobile charging system used in your country:

· We use the “Receiving Party Pays” system: 
(
· We use the “Calling Party Pays” system: 

(
For regulators

Qualitative aspects:
1.
What are the main policy objectives defined in the vision of the telecommunication sector for the next four years?

2.
What are the main regulatory policy instruments established by the regulator for achieving the objectives indicated?

3.
What role does the policy play in the setting of interconnection charges in the strategy in question? Specify how fixed and mobile networks are treated.

________________
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