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Geneva, 1 December 2008

	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 2/SG3RG-AO

	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int 
	-
To the members of the Study Group 3 Regional Group for Asia and Oceania (SG3RG-AO)


	Subject:
	Inquiry on the results of the cost study for inward IDD services in direct and transit relations


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
The World Telecommunications Standardization Assembly (Johannesburg, 2008) agreed to change the names of the Regional Tariff Groups to “Study Group 3 Regional Groups”.  As a consequence, the acronym for the now Study Group 3 Regional Group for Asia and Oceania is SG3RG-AO.

2
Among the items in the programme of Study Group 3 is Question 3/3 (Regional costing studies for the development of cost models together with related economic and policy issues), which is to be dealt with on a regional tariff basis by the various Study Group 3 Regional Groups.

3
At its meeting held in Jakarta in 2008, the then called TAS Group agreed to continue to request information from the administrations on the final results of their cost study based on the TAS/SG3RG-AO cost model.

4
The cost studies for inward IDD services have been carried out since 1995. Unfortunately, not enough replies were received to the 2007 questionnaire for the results to be worth compiling.  The Questionnaire used for those initial cost studies has been readapted to avoid misunderstandings and to reflect the new telecommunication environment. This new Questionnaire is intended to collect the results of the above-mentioned cost study from each Administration or Recognized Operating Agency of the Region.

5
An Excel File containing the Pro-forma TAS/SG3RG-AO Group cost model can be retrieved from the SG3RG-AO home page at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/tas/index.html. 

6
Because the requested information contains confidential data, the TAS Group decided to request from each Administration or Recognized Operating Agency of the region the minimum necessary information in an aggregated format (see Questionnaire in Annex 1).

7
If you are unable or unwilling to provide answers, either this year, or in general for future years, then please so indicate on the first page of the Questionnaire and return that page to us.  This form is also available in electronic format at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/othergroups/tas/tas-eform0.html. 
8
I would draw your attention to the fact that the data to be furnished in reply to the questions should relate to the reference year 2008.

9
Replies to the Questionnaire alone should reach TSB no later than 15 February 2009.
10
It should be clearly understood that all replies received will be treated as strictly confidential by TSB and by the SG3RG-AO members during the next meeting of SG3RG-AO, scheduled in 2009 and solely opened to representatives of the Administrations and Recognized Operating Agencies of the Region.  Details of the meeting have not been decided yet.

11
Although aware of the additional administrative burden involved in preparing the replies, the SG3RG-AO has emphasized that it is extremely desirable for the largest possible number of Administrations and Recognized Operating Agencies to reply to the Questionnaire, so that the results of the study may be statistically significant and may be regarded as representative of the Region.

12
If, despite the explanations given in the cost model, you have any difficulty in interpreting the model, you may contact the TSB in writing (tsbsg3@itu.int), or the Chairman of the SG3RG-AO, whose name and address are given in Report TAS-R 3.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 2/ SG3RG-AO)
Questionnaire on inward IDD service in direct 
and transit relations and current inpayment rate

If you are unable or unwilling to provide the data requested in the remainder of the questionnaire, please fill in this first page anyway and return it to us.

Administration/ROA's name:


A.
Please indicate whether your administration intends to reply to this questionnaire in the future, even if it did not reply this time:


□
We do not intend to reply in the future


□
We may reply in the future

B.
Please indicate whether it is difficult or impossible for your administration to answer this questionnaire.  If you reply yes, please indicate the reason:


□
No, it is not difficult to answer.


□
Yes, it is difficult or impossible to answer.  The reason is: 



□
The data are not easily obtained.



□
It is our policy not to collect or provide the data.



□
Other, please specify:________________________
Questionnaire on inward IDD service in direct 
and transit relations and current inpayment rate

	Relations
	Number of relations
	Call Type
	Inbound Traffic
	Current average inpayment rate being received (SDR)

	Direct
	
	Fixed:
	
	

	
	
	· Terminating
	
	

	
	
	· Incoming transit
	
	

	
	
	· Blended
	
	

	
	
	Mobile:
	
	

	
	
	· Terminating
	
	

	
	
	· Incoming transit
	
	

	
	
	· Blended
	
	

	Transit
	
	Fixed:
	
	

	
	
	· Terminating
	
	

	
	
	· Incoming transit
	
	

	
	
	· Blended
	
	

	
	
	Mobile:
	
	

	
	
	· Terminating
	
	

	
	
	· Incoming transit
	
	

	
	
	· Blended
	
	


Note 1:

Conversion: 3,061 Gold Francs (GF) = 1 SDR
Averages are straight averages and not weighted; example:
Current  average inpayment as at 1 January 2005: 0.27, 0.29, 0.28, 0.32, 0.36, then average is 0.304 SDR.


Note 2:

Terminating: Incoming traffic terminating into your network

Incoming transit: Incoming traffic via your network to others network

Blended: No segregation of terminating/Incoming transit rate/Traffic

	Call type
	Number of relations
	Call Direction
	Outbound Traffic
	Current average Outpayment rate being paid (SDR)

	Fixed

	
	· Direct
	
	

	
	
	· Transit
	
	

	
	
	· Hubbing
	
	

	Mobile

	
	· Direct
	
	

	
	
	· Transit
	
	

	
	
	· Hubbing
	
	


_______________
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