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Geneva, 11 March 2009
	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 2/SG3RG-AFR

	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int

	To the members of the Study Group 3 Regional Group for Africa (SG3RG-AFR)


	Subject:
	Meeting of the Study Group 3 Regional Group for Africa (SG3RG-AFR) (former TAF Group)
Maputo, Mozambique, 6-8 May 2009


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
Further to the debates held at the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly held in Johannesburg in October 2008 (WTSA-08) on the exact name of the former Tariff Groups, the Assembly has decided to have them renamed Study Group 3 Regional Groups.
I am now pleased to inform you that the Study Group 3 Regional Group for Africa (SG3RG-AFR) is to meet in Maputo from 6 to 8 May 2009, at the kind invitation of the Instituto Nacional das Comunicações de Moçambique (INCM).  The meeting will take place at the Girassol – Indy Village Hotel in Maputo, and will be preceded by a two-day seminar (afternoon of 4, 5 and morning of 6 May), focusing on economics and finance aspects related to Programme 4 of the BDT Doha Action Plan.

2
The Seminar, organized with the cooperation of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), will start at 1430 hours on Monday, 4 May 2009.  The meeting of the SG3RG-AFR will start at 1430 hours on Wednesday, 6 May and will end on Friday, 8 May.  It will be restricted to delegates and representatives of administrations and recognized operating agencies of the region, in conformity with §2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the WTSA-08.  The registration of delegates will take place on 4 May at the meeting venue as from 1330 hours.
3
As agreed with the Co-Chairmen of the Group, the working languages of the meeting will be English and French.
4
The draft agenda of the SG3RG-AFR meeting, prepared in consultation with the Co-Chairmen of the Group, is set out in Annex 1 to this Collective letter.  I would like to draw your attention to the fact that you might usefully prepare for the meeting by referring to the summary record of the previous TAF Group meeting (GR TAF-R 4).
5
You will shortly be receiving a letter of invitation from BDT for the Regional Seminar to be held just before the SG3RG-AFR meeting.

6
Would you please read carefully Annex 2 to this collective letter which contains practical information kindly provided by the host organization.

7
I would like to urge you to pre-register for this meeting by 20 April 2009, at the latest.  Please note that pre-registration of participants to ITU-T meetings is carried out online at the ITU-T website (http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/othergroups/taf/index.asp). 

8
Hotel reservations should be done directly by the participant with the hotel of his/her choice using Annex 4. 

9
For those participants who need an entry visa to Mozambique, please consult Annex 2 for more complete information.

10
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of the WTSA (Johannesburg, 2008) contributions to the work of the SG3RG-AFR shall be submitted to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).

Participants are encouraged to submit contributions by electronic mail to the following address: tsbsg3@itu.int.  Detailed instructions may be found on the ITU-T website.

With a view to settling any questions which might arise concerning contributions, the name, the fax and telephone numbers and e-mail address of the person to be contacted should be indicated on contributions.  Accordingly, please give those details on the cover page of all documents.

11
Contributions which cannot reach TSB by 22 April 2009 must be sent directly to the host organization at the address given hereunder, with a copy to TSB.

Address for sending contributions after 22 April 2009:

Mr Júlio Buque
Head of Foreign Affairs Department
Tel: +258 21 227 100
Fax: +258 21 494 435
Mobile: +258 82 320 7961
Email: jbuque@incm.gov.mz 
It is important to note that participants should enquire in advance whether they need a visa for Mozambique and apply to the Consulate or Embassy of Mozambique in their respective country.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
Annexes: 4
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Collective letter 2/SG3RG-AFR)
Draft agenda
SG3RG-AFR meeting
Maputo, Mozambique, 6-8 May 2009
1
Opening of the meeting

2
Adoption of the agenda

3
Results of ITU-T Study Group 3 meeting and other ITU meetings

4
Report of the last TAF Group meeting

5
Priorities for the SG3RG-AFR

5.1
Discussion of the tariff situation in Africa, results of the questionnaire

5.2
Discussion and review of the TAF Group/SG3RG-AFR cost model

5.3
Discussion on the implementation of the TAF Group/SG3RG-AFR cost model

6
General tariff issues of interest to Africa 

6.1
International Internet Connectivity

6.2
Accounting system in the case of IP telephony/Interconnection of IP networks and public switched networks

6.3
Changes to Recommendation D.195 (shortening of settlement period)

6.4
Accounting rates for traffic terminating on mobile networks

6.5
Interconnection between fixed and mobile networks

6.6
Network externalities

6.7
Study of hubbing

6.8
Cross-border connectivity for mobile

6.9
Access deficit

7
Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations

8
Highlights of WTSA-08

9
Work program and schedule

10
Other business
ANNEX 2
(to TSB Collective letter 2/SG3RG-AFR)

General information

BDT Seminar and SG3RG-AFR meeting
Maputo, Mozambique, 4-8 May 2009
1
Venue information
The venue of the Seminar and SG3RG-AFR meeting will be the Girassol – Indy Village Hotel, in Maputo:

Rua D. Sebastião, Nº. 99
Sommerschield 1750
MAPUTO (Mozambique)

Tel: +258 214 99643 / 214 98765
Fax: +258 214 90558
Email: indyvillage@visabeira.co.mz 
Website: http://www.girassolhoteis.co.mz/en/hoteis/girassol_indy_village 
2
Transfers from Airport
INCM will provide those delegates with transport from the airport to their respective hotels as well as from their hotels to the venue of the meeting and vice-versa.  Please note that pick-up from airport will only be done for those delegates that have provided INCM with their flight details.
3
Hotels
A list of hotels which are near the venue and with whom rates have been negotiated is below.  Please use the form in Annex 3 to make the reservation and send it to the hotel of your choice.
	1 Hotel Girassol – Indy Village ****

	Rates:
	Standard single
	USD 95

	
	Standard double
	USD 106

	
	Executivo single
	USD 118

	
	Executivo double
	USD 130

	
	Deluxe single
	USD 153

	
	Deluxe double
	USD 165

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 498 765

Fax: +258 21 499 643

Email: indyvillage@visabeira.co.mz 

	2 Hotel Avenida *****

	Rates:
	Standard single
	USD 260

	
	Standard double
	USD 290

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 484 400

Fax: +258 21 499 600
Email: bookings@hotelavenida.co.mz 

	3 Hotel Girassol ****

	Rates:
	Standard single
	USD 95.60

	
	Standard double
	USD 104

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 360 360

Fax: +258 21 495 026

Email: reservasgirassol@visabeira.co.mz  

	4 Hotel Cardoso ****

	Rates:
	Standard single – City View
	USD 140

	
	Standard single – Bay View
	USD 160

	
	Standard double – City View
	USD 155

	
	Standard double – Bay View
	USD 175

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 491 071/5

Fax: +258 21 491 804

Email : info@hotelcardoso.co.mz  

	5 Hotel Monte Carlos ***

	Rates:
	Standard single
	USD 72

	
	Standard double
	USD 92

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 304 048

Fax: +258 21 308 959

Email: info@montecarslo.co.mz  

	6 Hotel Tivoli ***

	Rates:
	Standard single
	USD 85

	
	Standard double
	USD 100

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 307 600 / 258 82 319 3130
Fax: +258 21 307 609
Email: tivoli@tvcabo.co.mz 

	7 Hotel Southern Sun ****

	Rates:
	Single – City View
	USD 215

	
	Single – Bay View
	USD 235

	
	Double – City View
	USD 245

	
	Double – Bay View
	USD 266

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 495 050

Fax: +258 21 497 700

Email: himaputo@southernsun.com 

	8 Hotel VIP *****

	Rates:
	Single
	USD 120

	
	Double
	USD 130

	Contact details:
	Tel: +258 21 351 000

Fax: +258 21 351 001

Email: hotelmaputo@viphotels.com 


4
Visa requirements
A visa is required for most foreigners to enter Mozambique.  Delegates should ensure that their passports are valid at least three months after the end of the meeting.  Some of the SADC countries do not require a visa to enter Mozambique.

Those persons wishing to obtain their visas upon arrival at the airport should forward Annex 3 containing their passport details to INCM (jbuque@incm.gov.mz, rmachavane@incm.gov.mz, or jmartins@incm.gov.mz) well before their arrival in Mozambique.

5
Currency and exchange
The currency in Mozambique is the Metical (MT).  There are many currency exchange counters in the city of Maputo.  All the main banks have foreign currency exchange services.  Their working hours are 0800h to 1530h.

International credit cards are generally accepted.

For information, the exchange rate on 6 March 2009 was USD 1 = MT 26.18.
6
Weather
The climate in Mozambique is generally tropical and humid with two distinct seasons:
May to October – cool and dry, with average temperatures 10ºC to 25ºC.

November to April – hot and wet with frequent showers.  Average temperatures in summer range from 25ºC to 35ºC.

7
Electricity
The electricity in use in Mozambique is 220V, with the standard European non-earthed socket.
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8
Business hours 
Government offices: 0730h to 1530h Monday to Friday
Shops: Most of them open from 0900h to 1830h Monday to Friday and half day on Saturday.  They are closed on Sunday.

Banks: 0800h to 1530h Monday to Friday.

9
Driving
As in the majority of southern Africa countries, driving is on the left hand side.  Seat belts are required by law at all times.
10
Languages
The official language is Portuguese, however English is spoken by many Mozambicans.
11
Telephone
The majority of cities are served by satellite telephone networks.  It is possible to dial direct to many countries using roaming and via an operator to other destinations.  To obtain an outside line via the operator, dial 100.
12
Local time
The local time in Maputo is UTC/GMT +2 hours.  There are no daylight saving time adjustments.
13
Health and vaccinations

Inoculations against yellow fever, tetanus, hepatitis, etc. are currently not required by Mozambique.  However, you should consult your doctor before starting the trip.  It is recommended to take precautions against tetanus, malaria, hepatitis and yellow fever.
14
Drinking water
Water is treated, but it will be safer to drink mineral water, which can be found in all hotels, restaurants, supermarkets and shops.

If you leave the cities, it is recommended to take along mineral water or to boil the water.

ANNEX 3
(to TSB Collective letter 2/SG3RG-AFR)
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	Request for visa upon arrival
Demande de visa à l’arrivée
BDT Seminar and SG3RG-AFR Meeting
Maputo, Mozambique, 4-8 May 2009
Séminaire BDT et réunion du SG3RG-AFR
Maputo, Mozambique, 4-8 mai 2009
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	This form is to be returned once completed to INCM well before the participant’s arrival in Maputo to:
Veuillez retourner ce formulaire dûment complété au INCM avant l’arrivée du participant à Maputo à:
jbuque@incm.gov.mz
rmachavane@incm.gov.mz
jmartins@incm.gov.mz


Please attach a scanned passport photo, as well as a photocopy of the passport page containing the personal information
Veuillez joindre une photo scannée, ainsi qu’une photocopie de la page du passeport contenant les données personnelles.
	
	Attach photo here
Coller photo ici


Name of passport holder:
Nom du titulaire du passeport : 


Nationality: 
Nationalité:


Passport number:
Numéro de passeport :


Place and date of issue:
Lieu et date de délivrance: 


Valid until:
Valable jusqu’au:


Place and date of birth:
Lieu et date de naissance: 


ANNEX 4
(to TSB Collective letter 2/SG3RG-AFR)
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	Hotel reservation form
Formulaire de réservation d’hôtel
BDT Seminar and SG3RG-AFR Meeting
Maputo, Mozambique, 4-8 May 2009
Séminaire BDT et réunion du SG3RG-AFR
Maputo, Mozambique, 4-8 mai 2009
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This form is to be returned once completed the hotel of your choice.
Veuillez retourner ce formulaire dûment complété à l’hôtel de votre choix.
Name of the hotel:
Nom de l’hôtel: 


Type of room required:
Type de chambre souhaitée


Dates and number of nights:
Dates et nombre de nuits:


Personal information/Données personnelles:
Name of participant:
Nom du participant : 


Organisation/Company:
Organisation/Entreprise: 


Country:
Pays:


Flight number, time and date of arrival:
Numéro de vol, heure et date d’arrivée:


Flight number, time and date of departure:
Numéro de vol, heure et date de départ: 


Payment/Paiement
Name as it appears on credit card:
Nom tel qu’il apparaît sur la carte bancaire:


Type of credit card:
Type de carte bancaire: 


Credit card number:
Numéro de carte bancaire: 


Valid until:
Valable jusqu’au: 


Signature: 


___________________

	Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
www.itu.int

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
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