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1. Background

The ITU-T Focus Group on ICTs and Climate Change (FG ICT&CC) was established by the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) in 2008.

The FG ICT&CC scope: identify from the standardization viewpoint, within the competences of ITU-T, the impact of ICTs on Climate Change, in particular the reduction of ICT’s own emissions over their entire lifecycle (direct impact), the mitigation that follows through the adoption of ICTs in other relevant sectors (indirect impact), and the monitoring of relevant climate parameters.

TSAG appointed Mr Dave Faulkner from BT, UK, as Chairman of the FG ICT&CC and Messrs Yoh Somemura from NTT, Japan; Sung-Chul Kang from Korea and Franz Zichy from USA as Vice Chairmen.
The FG ICT&CC was open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any other individual from an ITU Member State who wished to contribute to the work.

2. Work Results and Documents produced by FG ICT&CC

On the basis of received contributions the FG analyzed and identified gaps in the areas of definitions, general principles, methodology and appropriate tools to characterize the impact of ICTs on Climate Change in order to support the development of appropriate international standards.

FG ICT&CC met regularly, both face-to-face (3 meetings: 2 in Geneva and 1 in Hiroshima, Japan) and using remote collaboration tools, and completed its work in March 2009.

The ICTs and Climate Change Focus Group developed 4 deliverables:

· Deliverable 1 “Definitions” - identifies the terms and definitions needed to analyze the major relationships between ICTs and Climate Change.
· Deliverable 2 “Gap Analysis” – describes the energy-saving measures that ICTs would have, directly and indirectly (e.g. on transport), on Climate Change, identifies appropriate future standardization areas within ITU-T.

· Deliverable 3 “Methodology” – proposes methodologies for the assessment of the green house gas (GHG) emission of the ICT sector over the entire life cycle of ICT devices and methods for increasing the efficiency of the ICT sector and reducing global GHG emission through the adoption of ICTs in other relevant sectors.

· Deliverable 4 “Direct and indirect (on energy) of ITU-T standards” - contains Checklists and guidelines to allow ITU-T SGs to evaluate, for each Question, the possible future CO2E (carbon dioxide equivalent) reduction of technologies in terms of direct emissions from ICTs and possible savings in terms of Climate Change mitigation from the use of ICTs.
The above-mentioned deliverables have been published on …… Web page at: ….. They will be submitted (together with the FG ICT&CC Report) for the further consideration to TSAG meeting on 28-30 April.
3. Summary

Information provided in the ITU-T FG ICT&CC output documents could be taken into account in studies carried out by your Study Group.

Some described methodologies and methods (or some elements) might be also used for analysis of Climate Change effects of the existing and new Recommendations/Guidelines on methods, protocols, applications and systems developed by your Study Group with the goal to minimize the greenhouse gas (GHG) emission of the ICT sector itself and in other sectors.
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