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Based on the findings in the report of ITU-T technology watch (FG CarCom C-007) the topic of whether or not FG CarCOM should expand its scope to include driver distraction was discussed at the August 26-27 meeting of FG CarCOM hosted by General Motors in Detroit, Michigan, USA. The first consideration was whether or not the current members of FG CarCOM have the expertise, interest, and ability to work on standardization activities related to driver distraction. Most delegates reported that their companies have expertise, but three companies (GM, QNX and JCI) reported that they could commit to providing contributions at future meetings. The consensus was that FG CarCOM would have to try and attract new participants with an expertise in driver distraction to reach critical mass. It is considered of critical success that a well known expert in this field is interested in leading such a group.

The second consideration was the fact that there are other standards organizations and industry/government forums better equipped to deal with the topic of driver distraction. This is because they have more subject matter experts and have been working on these issues for a while. However, it was also noted that there is a need for work on driver distraction within the ITU-T regardless of what is being done by other groups. There are a couple of reasons for this. First, there is an increasing trend for telecommunications technologies and applications, within the scope of ITU-T, being deployed in the automotive cockpit. Second, the best way to ensure that ITU-T Recommendations take driver distraction into account is to maintain a competency and focus within the ITU-T.   

Given that the ITU-T has to maintain some competency and focus on reducing driver distraction, the question then becomes where should this work reside? As discussed above, one possibility is to expand the scope of FG CarCOM. Again, the potential issue is being able to attract enough experts. An advantage of having the work take place in FG CarCOM is that there are already experts on the auditory aspects of driver distraction.

A second possibility is to create a new focus group with the phrase “Driver Distraction” in the title (e.g., “FG Driver Distraction”) and a scope limited to driver distraction related issues. It is believed that this may do a better job at attracting participation from experts because it may be perceived as more relevant to them. As an ITU-T Focus Group, this forum would also be attractive because there are no standards participation fees and the ITU-T handles administrative tasks (e.g., maintaining website, documents, etc.).

A third possibility is to encourage the participation of experts in specific questions that are likely to have an impact on driver distraction (e.g., Vehicle Gateway work of Q.27/16).

To summarize, FG CarCOM is happy to expand its scope and take on driver distraction related standardization activities. FG CarCom members also try to contact relevant experts in this field through their channels and keeps TSB/ ITU-T SG12 informed. However, it is recommended that the ITU-T also consider the possibility of creating a new focus group specifically on driver distraction, or some other organization of the work (e.g., try to attract experts to specific questions). FG CarCOM will await a response from the TSB and/or ITU-T Study Group 12 before taking any action. Whenever possible will consider driver distraction related issues in its standardization work.
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