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Outline


• Objectives of the meeting
• Benefits for ITU and for Academia
• Evaluation of current situation
• Proposals


– Academia
– ITU-T
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Objectives of this meeting
• Better involvement of universities in the standardization 


process
– Future seeds for standardization
– Hurdles
– Proposals


• Expectations from universities
– Assistance to the educational process
– Internship with ITU-T Members


• Possible initiatives
– Publication of an ITU-T technical journal
– Possible creation of a platform for Universities within ITU-T


• Other topics of common interest
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Benefits for ITU and for 
Academia
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• Importance of capturing new work to ensure continued 
relevance in the standardization marketplace. 


• Universities are an important and largely untouched 
pool of innovation.
– Universities could bring new work on emerging technologies


• Students of today are the technology movers and 
shakers of tomorrow


Benefits for ITU







6
ITU-T & Academia: a way ahead


Benefits for Academia


• Networking opportunities with most of the world’s 
major ICT companies (ITU Sector Members). 


• Exciting opportunity for any university to be part of an 
international team creating international standards


• Global exposure to  new techniques from academia
• Access to ITU resources and events
• Possibility to have new, emerging technologies adopted 


as internationally recognised ITU standards 
• Foster in academia a more standards-oriented culture 


that is based on a solid, global, open and transparent, 
consensus-driven  environment
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Evaluation of the current 
situation
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Participation of 
Academia in ITU-T


• Discrete participation in SG activities
– Some individuals from academia have leadership roles in ITU-T 


(Editors, Rapporteurs, chairs of technical committees, as members or 
representing members)


• Little participation in Focus Groups, Incubators, 
Technology Watch, IPTV, RFID, NGN


• Some participation in ITU-T workshops
• No specific ITU membership policy for universities
• Very low visibility and presence of ITU-T in 


Universities premises/events
• Specific participation rules (next slide)
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Direct participation 
mechanisms in ITU-T work


• Invited experts
– Cannot submit written proposals
– Contribution source not acknowledged


• Sponsored by members (countries and private sector)
– No membership fee
– Contribution source not acknowledged
– Level of participation limited according to national processes or 


company rules
• Associate members


– Contribution source properly acknowledged
– Participation limited to one SG; can have only a limited number of 


roles
– Membership fee (CHF 10600 ~ USD 8300 per year)


• Membership in special groups: Focus Groups; Joint groups 
with ISO/IEC; Coordination activity on RFID
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How academia has 
participated in ITU-D


• Through “Training Agreements” where post-graduate 
opportunities are offered to our membership in regular 
programmes of selected universities


• Through the development of specific post-graduate 
programmes especially tailored to the needs of the Sector 
(Masters in Communications Management, Masters in 
Telecommunications Operations, etc.)


• Through the delivery of continuous education short 
programmes in specific fields (regulatory aspects, finance, 
etc.) as nodes of the ITU Center of Excellence network


• Organizing national competitions among students that are 
candidates to participate in ITU Youth Forums
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Proposals
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University Proposals (1/2)


• Creation of a platform with participation of ITU-T 
and Academia


• Creation of a high-level ITU-T Technical Journal
• Possibility to acknowledge authorship in 


ITU-T’s SG work
• Organization of workshops and conferences possibly 


co-located with ITU-T meetings
• Establishment of courses recognized by academia in 


terms of curricula/credits in order to attract students 
and younger faculty members to study, understand 
and familiarize with the schema and mechanism of 
ITU-T, standardization procedures and hot topics of 
current research and standards areas.
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• Promotion plan for ITU activities (workshops, 
meetings, etc) in the academic environment


• Free access to working documents and ITU-T
Recommendations to allow contribution of 
R&D on certain topics "before 
standardization" or "during the 
standardization" process


• Participation as experts in ITU-T activities
with no or very limited financial engagement 
(e.g. pay-per-meeting participation modality)


University Proposals (2/2)
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Some opportunities already 
offered by ITU-T


• Open and free participation in meetings of some 
Focus Groups


• Free participation by invitation to SG and 
Rapporteur’ groups meetings as experts


• Free participation in Workshops and Seminars
• Available web-based collaboration tool (Technology 


Watch)
• Free Recommendations on line (trial)
• Possibility to provide secretariat support
• Availability to co-organize events
• Broker for research project sponsors
• Internships (e.g. visiting professors, students, 


researchers)
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ITU-T Proposals


• Should have concrete results for this meeting
• Establishment of an ITU-T/Academia Steering 


Committee (IASC): role and composition
• Establish a pre-standards environment


– Managed by the IASC
– Initiate a Pre-Standard environment trial on e.g.:


• Next generation multimedia conferencing
• Others to be identified from contributions


• Discuss the creation of an ITU-T Journal
• Develop an action plan for educational initiatives
• Organize “Kaleidoscope events: bridging 


Standardization and Research”
– Start preparing an “Innovation in NGN” event
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