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1 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Mitsuji Matsumoto, Waseda University, Japan [UNI‑C‑1]

There are two big hurdles for the universities to overcome in order to participate in the standardization issues of ITU. One hurdle is the difficulty in evaluating the research done by students in relation to standardization. The other hurdle is the difficulty in obtaining information.
The university is more likely to positively participate in the standardization activities, if contributing to ITU leads to research evaluation.

It is difficult for universities to participate directly in ITU meetings given the present situation. Therefore, it is proposed to establish an ITU Research Group located in the middle of the academic society and ITU meetings. It is important that this ITU Research Group should have equal value to other academic societies.

… along with the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau of ITU, the participation of individuals from universities who understand ITU is necessary for the management of this Group. The activity of this Group is closely connected to the already formed ITU-T Technology Watch, and results may be reflected as new Questions for ITU-T Study Groups.
Those students interested in this process will participate in the standardization activity positively in the future. As a result, it is profitable for the universities and ITU.

4. Educational activity of ITU Research Group

The ITU Research Group will give lectures to students, together with specialists in Geneva and other places, on current technologies. It is necessary to work out a mechanism whereby students who attend those lectures can obtain a certificate. If the value of this certificate is high enough, it is possible to rate not only students but also organizations which obtain certificate.
2 Extracted from Contribution from Ritsumeikan University [UNI‑C‑2]

Universities are not equipped to create large telecommunication networks. On the other hand the results of the research they carry out could be of extreme value if used productively. We hope to provide our research products to ITU experts as a source of new standards and in exchange receive their queries, critiques and encouragement. Furthermore, the research products could be considered directly as products to be standardized.

We expect from ITU a quarterly e-mail publication where researchers could submit their articles and where the relevant ITU-T Study Groups provide comments on them. In order to avoid inadequate submissions, only those articles that already were published in designated international conferences or journals would be accepted.

3 Extracted from ITU Academy: ITU and University Cooperation, University of Milan [UNI‑C‑3]

We think it is really important to create cooperation between ITU and universities because it would help researchers, students and ITU - University systems in many ways. We think the most important topics to justify this collaboration can be listed as follow:

· It would create an easier mode to access to ITU standards and recommendations, helping both students and researchers

· It would be possible to follow the real-time evolution of some particular document, improving the quality of the scientific works and giving a relevant aspect of many researches performed in the academic world (degree thesis, PhD thesis, scientific publications and so on)

· It would helps teachers in their educational activities

· Academic scientific works represent on of the first steps to introduce new and innovative technologies in the multimedia market. And then, industries create and sell the final product. ITU could be introduced in this process, being the join between the academic and the industry worlds. It could help the cooperation between academic and industry world, in a context based on the standardization of new technologies and applications.

Furthermore, for a good cooperation we think it could be useful one or more meeting at year where ITU and university meet each other in order to focus the attention on the most important topics to study and to develop. And finally, a mailing list which should contains news related to ITU academy and the evolution of standards, recommendations and other important documents.

4 Extracted from ITU-T Academy Project, Department of Computer Information Systems and Management Science, James Madison University, U. S. A., ETRI, Republic of Korea [UNI‑C‑4]
We propose some major issues in the establishment of ITU-T Academy in view of membership, research and education, promotion, liaison with other organizations, and organizational issues.

· Formation of SIGs

· E-mail mailing list assignment per each SIG
· Teleconference facility using VoIP such as SKYPE, CENTRA, or NetMeeting
· ITU resource access: TIES Account
· Journal publication such as ITU-T Academy Journal
· Conference hosting concurrently with ITU-T SG meeting: ITU-T Academy Conference and Workshop

· Webinars on the emerging telecommunication technologies

· Student research projects based upon industry requirements

· ITU-T Academy web site construction

· Link to member universities

· Archiving ITU-T Academy journal and conference papers for research and teaching

· Link to relevant standardization organizations

· Digital video programs introducing ITU-T Academy

· Newsletter publication

5 Extracted from Contribution by Korea University [UNI‑C‑5]

Since standardization is an integral product of basic scientific R&D, manufacturing/production engineering, market management, and even social culture, it is required not only to mange human resources, those who are standard experts in each field, but also to incorporate standards into education curriculum systematically so that students have a competitive edge with a diverse background. Today, students and faculties recognize ITU, IETF, IEEE etc as important sources of information for their study/work/carrier. Their valuable research outputs are essential parts of standards. However the access to the resources is not easy and cost too much for students and faculties, those who are key contributors to the standardization. Standardization within and amongst academic institutions can help the following:

· Locate technical problems found in the process of standardization.

· Educate and train students so that they are familiar with the relevant to their major and industry.

· Provide an introduction to the standardization.

It is recommended to found an “ITU Academy” to facilitate the academic human resources to bring standards to their research and education.
· To research mid-term or long-term standard objectives like IRTF vs IETF in internet.

· To provide a limited access for students and faculty to stable working documents and meeting reports.

· To provide digital subscriptions service to the registered members

· To publish ITU journal (like IEEE magazine, or CISCO IP journals), consisting of introduction of standards, new emerging technologies, and so on. Especially it is explained how and why the final standard is stabilized.

6 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Prof. Andrej Kos, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia [UNI‑C‑6]

It is important that students recognize ITU as an important source of information for their study/work/career… We see it as very important that younger generation establishes a connection with the ITU and see ITU as an important organization.

In order for the ITU to be even more recognized among young generation (students and younger), we suggest to have some "PR-like" activities. One example would be free order of posters with ITU standards' specifications (i.e. H.323, SS7, IPTV, etc.) which people would put on walls (in lecture rooms, laboratories, at home).

One important issue for universities is also access to working documents (such as internet drafts at IETF for example). As universities are educational and research institutions research is in many cases measured in terms of science articles with citations. It is much easier to research a certain topic "before standardization" or "during the standardisation". After the standards/specifications/recommendations have been set, there is less manoeuvring space for researchers/students at universities.
We suggest that ITU starts an "ITU Academy" initiative. Within the initiative, the universities and interesting companies would explain topics that are (in any way) covered by ITU. Under the umbrella of "ITU Academy", seminars, workshops and trainings (with different topics, duration, level of complexity, structure, language, place) would be organized. The "ITU Academy" could award certificates, i.e. "ITU certified", "ITU Academy certified", etc.
7 Extracted from ITU-T and Universities cooperation, King Saud University [UNI‑C‑7]

…"international standards" in general, and "telecommunication standards" in particular are not receiving the attention they deserve in higher education institutions. In this respect, action need to be taken from both sides "ITU-T and Universities" in order to solve the problem.

· Establishing a course in the university telecommunication curriculum concerned with ITU-T standards.
· Designing short courses on the various telecommunication standards, so that standards are not only (statically) published, but dynamically delivered, to those who need them. Such courses can be run by universities and delivered to telecommunications engineers in the field (Joint ITU-T-Universities training certificates can be issued to those attending these courses).
· Supporting studies and research projects concerned with the analysis, application and development (including improvement) of ITU standards.

· Supported studies and short courses can consider other related standards, together with ITU-T standards. Such standards would include management standards, e-business standards, information security standards, and others.

· Publishing an "International Journal" concerned with ITU-T standards analysis, applications, development and other related issues (ITU had a similar journal in the past in which I had the opportunity to publish, but for some, unclear, reason , it was stopped).

· Establishing an "ITU academy" concerned with managing all the above, in addition to other supportive activities.

8 Extracted from ITU-T and Universities Cooperation University of Hyderabad India [UNI‑C‑8]

Standardization is indispensable for progress in information and communications technologies. The contribution of ITU-T in this regard has been quite laudable. Setting up collaboration with universities is an effective way of ensuring that end-users are made aware of the standards evolved. In the university setup this could be achieved in the following ways:

1. by building awareness of standards into the existing curricula,
2. by organizing awareness workshops in collaboration with ITU-T,
3. by developing tutorial material in local languages,

4. by making the standards themselves available in the local languages through translation.

It seems to me that a strong and close collaboration between ITU-T and premier Indian academic institutions like the University of Hyderabad could achieve a lot by way of translation and dissemination of the ITU standards. I would welcome the opportunity to present a blueprint for such a collaborative project at your planning and consultation meeting in January.

9 Extracted from Contribution from Tsinghua University [UNI‑C‑9]

…the exchanging ideas between universities and standardization groups are very important, since university are working on the scientific and technology front and universities need to know the industrial current states which are on some extent being standardized. In university side, there is also a need to tell students to search not only the journal or conference publications, but also patented ideas (which are possibly included in standards).

10 Extracted from Contribution from the National University of Singapore [UNI‑C‑10]

In particular, I am interested in ITU-T standardisation movement in academia, and would be interested to lead standardisation for Internet Domain names especially multilingual ones.

11 Extracted from Contribution from the School of Computer and Communication Sciences at EPFL [UNI‑C‑11]

The School of Computer and Communication Sciences at EPFL would be pleased to send a representative to the workshop organized in Jan 2007, and would in general like to be kept informed of any other activities the ITU is developing with universities.

12 Extracted from Considerations on the Foundation of ITU ACADEMIA, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications [UNI‑C‑12]

1. Volunteers can be recruited from the reporters of different SGs. They may come from various Members/members, at best from relevant universities and research institutes though, for the reason that they are believed to have more time and interests in pursuing research on issues "before standardization" with more attention paid to academic values instead of commercial benefits. And what’s more, they may have regular connection with the younger generation (students and the young researchers).

2. These volunteers can be organized into a core team, who will simultaneously act as initiators or correspondents of ITU Magazine.

3. Involvement from higher learning institutes is expected to come through the volunteers’ work. Meanwhile, their activities is also likely to attract their students and younger faculty members to study, understand and familiarize with the schema and mechanism of ITU-T， standardization procedures and hot topics of the current research area.

13 Extracted from contribution by Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunication (BUPT) [UNI‑C‑13]

· The ITU-T Academy Journal can be a good bearer to convey new telecom technologies and the developing trends of Information industry.

· The Academy Journal can also be established to introduce the current focuses and hot topics of each ITU-T Study Group, so that universities and graduate students may easily find out which topics are most suitable for them to participate.

· A special column in the Journal can be used to specify the unsolved technical issues from various Study Groups, so that universities can focus on such problems to help improve the standardization process.

· Some of the draft standards may need to be tested before it comes into force, thus a special column in the Journal can be established to indicate the “call for test” project. The universities resources then can be used to make experiments for such tests, and the corresponding feedbacks can then be published in future Journals, indicating either the validation or improving proposals for such draft standards.

14 Extracted from Knowledge Transfer between Developed & Developing Nations, United Kingdom Telecommunications Academy (UKTA) [UNI‑C‑14]

The UKTA has considerable experience of transferring knowledge between the UK and both China and Africa.

We welcome discussing with colleagues at the upcoming meeting in January 2007 how this experience can be shared with other Academic Institutions particularly in India and Eastern Europe.

15 Extracted from ITU and University Cooperation, University of Reading, UK [UNI‑C‑15]

Better collaboration between ITU and Universities is very important. University staff can often be classed as ‘experts’ and they do not have the need to conform to the technological approach taken by their employing company. Hence they can provide unbiased input which can only serve to improve the ITU standards making process, and the standards themselves. It is quite probable that standards will emerge which are closer to what is best technically rather than what is ‘politically’ acceptable, given the mix of company representatives.
The difficulty in increasing the participation by University staff is almost purely down to money. Most University Departments will not have a budget available to pay meeting fees, nor travel and hotel costs. I do not have an easy way around this difficulty, as I do not know the size of the ITU budget. In any case, I expect it is unlikely that ITU or its member companies could be persuaded to subsidise participation from Universities, but the initiative will probably fail unless some source of funding is found.

16 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, University College London [UNI‑C‑16]

…we propose to appoint an Academic Technical Committee (ATC) in each standards working group to work closely with the industry. An ATC may consist of 4-8 active university academics; and should be jointly sponsored by the ITU-T and industry. As independent technical experts and researchers, ATC members will contribute their time, efforts and knowledge to participate in standards development, to conduct rigorous evaluation and comparison of different technical solutions, to provide technical training and consultancy services, and to promote standards education among engineering students.

We are also keen to discuss different funding opportunities and mechanisms for supporting standards-oriented R&D projects at universities.
17 Extracted from Integrating Research and Standardisation - A ‘Manual’ for Standards Setting Bodies, Aachen University [UNI‑C‑17]

…ways how to overcome the identified barriers, or at least how to lower them, are proposed. Suggestions include rather more high-level recommendations regarding the adaptation of processes to still better accommodate the specific needs of researchers, the implementation of R&D monitoring and alerting services to identify matches between R&D and standards activities, and measures to foster tertiary education on standards issues to increase and sustain students’ and academics’ awareness. These are complemented by a set of more specific suggestions that should be comparably easy to implement, such as, for example:

· Offer individual and/or temporary membership for researchers.

· Consider dedicated pre-standardisation groups.

· Hold co-located standardisation and R&D events.

· Co-operate with professional (umbrella) associations.

· Actively participate in (publicly funded) R&D projects.

Generally, do better standards ‘marketing’ in R&D circles

18 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU and universities, Kogakuin University [UNI‑C‑18]

The activities in academia are done by professional researchers such as professors and lecturers.  Recently contributions by graduate students are being more and more active in ICT fields in many countries.

Therefore, the new relationship should take into account the following points:

1. The contributions by the professional members of academia will make ITU more active, which is partly facilitated. The participations from academia are accepted not under affiliation with academia, but under the temporary affiliation with member states or sector members of ITU. The problem is that under current condition, the participation from academia is limited. Easy participation mechanisms are to be considered.

2. Professional studies are essential part of academia, which are helpful to validate the proposed/discussed candidate specifications and algorithms.

3. This could be done by ITU academy or ITU Academy member universities, if we could say so.  The supports for these members should be considered which will be beneficial to ITU activities in many ways.  This will give graduate students chances to deal with real world technologies.

4. The support for graduate students will increase the number of future engineers and possible contributors to ITU, who will be supporters to ITU.

19 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU and universities, Politecnico di Torino [UNI‑C‑19]

· ITU-T can periodically propose a list of technical topics on which research is necessary to make significant progress in standards

· Universities can contribute to standardization, specially in the issues closer to basic research and in the independent comparison of alternative solutions

· ITU-T can assist universities with the preparation of teaching material (class notes, slides, virtual lab demos, videos, …) related to important standards

· Universities can include more material concerning telecommunication standards in their curricula

· ITU-T can organize tutorials on new standards at different universities with the contribution of key persons in the standard development

· ITU-T can offer internships to students, involving them in the standard development process during their Master or PhD research

· ITU-T can organize a yearly meeting to disseminate the results of ongoing standardization activities, and propose open research problems on which universities can contribute

· Universities can encourage their young researchers and students to consider the research issues put forward by ITU-T

· ITU-T could publish a new magazine (provided it is not yet another journal in the field of Telecommunications! A very specific and innovative focus for the magazine must be found. It could be related to ongoing or recently completed standardization activities)

· Universities can contribute to the editorial board and to the review process for the ITU-T magazine

20 Extracted from On Intellectual Property Rights, Peking University [UNI‑C‑20]

…it is necessary for the academics and students in universities to get some ideas of the formulation of intellectual property policies conducted by ITU-T. On the other hand, ITU-T can also make use of the source of universities in order to pursuing some intellectual property policies that is reasonable as well as being capable of promoting innovation and competition. A platform for discussing intellectual property licensing policies can be established by ITU Academia either in its academic journals or on its website so that more and more faculties in universities can participate in the discussion and activities concerning international standardization- elated intellectual property policies.

21 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Vilnuis Gediminas Technical University [UNI‑C‑21]

For universities it is important to access not only ITU standards, but also working documents, because of it is better to perform to research on topics before standardization then after standards have been accepted.

The success of the cooperation between Universities and ITU also greatly depends on finances. Most Universities do not have money to cover meeting, travel and accommodation expenses, so source of funding is should be found.

22 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Almaty Institute of Power  Engineering and Telecommunications (Technical University) [UNI‑C‑22]

There are many reasons for this cooperation:

1. Teachers and students should use telecommunication standards in training process (especially for diploma work and laboratory practice), therefore it is very important to have continuous access to ITU standards.

2. Master and PhD students should study ITU-T standards and apply them in research work and investigations.

3. Universities should be well-informed about the development of the ITU-T new standards and try to participate in the work of the ITU-T Study Groups.

4. Universities can inform ITU-T through their former students, working in telecom companies, about the problems relating to the telecom standards and about their requests in this field.

5. Universities can assist their Telecom Administrations in more active work with ITU-T (participation of professors in ITU conferences, workshops, seminars, study groups, organization of seminars on ITU-T standards for Administration staff and telecom companies).

It is desirable that ITU-T will organize some seminars for professors and researchers from universities on telecom standards problems (new technologies, NGN, quality of service, integrated approach to IT and Telecom standards (convergence)

23 Extracted from Proposed Framework for Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities Tokyo Institute of Technology [UNI‑C‑23]

Proactive educational initiative involving ITU-T and universities should be created in order to nurture the next generation of human resource for ICT. International conferences, well-reputed technical journals, and e-workshops should be discussed. Internship for graduate students in ITU, corporations and governments would be highly welcomed by universities.
Duplicating works undertaken by other organizations -- e.g. ISO, IEC, IETF, IEEE - should be avoided as much as possible. ITU-T/Universities must find novel and innovative research areas for this new ITU-T/U initiative.

As expressed by many academic institutions, new provisions would be needed within or adjacent to ITU-T. For example:

· Openness of participation to the ITU-T/U activities,

· Openness for future innovation

· Access to ITU resources for academia to be provided free of charge

· Joint academia-industry conference to be held with reasonable fee to be paid by universities or from their research funds,

· Financial support from industry and national/regional telecommunication administrations

· Well-reputed technical magazine with papers approved by peer reviewers,

· E-workshop eliminating the need for long travel

· Internship for students

· Student forum with proper faculty advisors

· IPR implications to be solved

24 Extracted from Integrating Research and Standardisation - A ‘Manual’ for Researchers and Research Organisations, Berlin University of Technology, Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research (Germany) [UNI‑C‑24]

Researchers, but also research organisations are mostly neither informed about nor in standardisation activities. Their priorities are in doing research and producing respective output, like publications or patents. However, researchers and their organisations can also benefit both from standardisation and standards. This [contribution] manual addresses researchers and research organisations. Based on a conceptual model of the role of standards in the research and innovation process, it aims at first to point to the possible benefits they can derive from implementing standards, bit more important from standardisation processes. They provide several opportunities to disseminate and exploit research results efficiently in an additional way. After discussing possible barriers regarding participation in standardisation processes and eventually hurdles for the technology transfer process, we present adequate solutions. They range from new forms of mobility of personnel, new forms of collaboration to addressing standards and standardisation more prominently in research programmes, but also in evaluations of research projects, research organisations and finally of researchers.
25 Extracted from Considerations regarding the cooperation between academia and the ITU, Münster University of Applied Sciences [UNI‑C‑25]

Since the beginning of 2007 one major problem has been resolved: One can download ITU recommendations for free from the ITU website. This is very important, because one can now use these documents in lectures and projects. Students can freely access these documents.
… one can learn that active participation of people from academia can be very useful for the work of the standards body. For doing this, one must be able to attend the meetings, access interim documents (not only the final recommendations), and access the mailing lists. This means that there must be a way to get these accesses without paying too much money.

People from academia could work on subjects related to new technology and most likely can will find problems where some research is necessary.

On the other hand the results of the research can be put back into ITU documents and therefore make standards better. This is in particular helpful in areas where the industry is not able to spend the necessary amount of work or does not have the necessary expertise.

26 Extracted from Towards a Multidisciplinary Approach in Teaching the Information Society, University of Aarhus [UNI‑C‑26]

Technical issues of the development of information and communication technologies were clearly separated from the legal, economic and political issues raised by the application and use of these technologies. This reality has changed. Today it is nearly impossible to separate technical and political issues if it comes to problems related to the development and application of new ICTs, in particular if they are related to the Internet. One conclusion from this special type of “convergence” is for technicians is not enough to discuss the technical issue, they also have to understand the political, economic, legal and social implications of their research and development. On the other hand, lawyers, economists and political scientists will fail in developing political frameworks, legal mechanism or business models if they do not understand the technologies behind applications and services.

As a consequence from the lack of a truly multidisciplinary higher education technicians have too less knowledge on the legal and political implications of their subject while lawyers and political scientist do often not understand the complexity and function of new ICT technologies. To improve the situation there is a need to develop new curricula and courses which are more trans- and multidisciplinary and offer students of computer sciences, informatics, engineering as well as students of law, political science, economy, communication etc.

ITU could become a facilitator for a multidisciplinary cooperation both among academic researchers and academic teachers. It could promote the exchange of experiences among universities as well as among academicians and practitioners and it could distribute “best practices” in related academic research and education.
27 Extracted from Contribution, Oita University, Japan [UNI‑C‑27]

1. Because universities are not profit making organizations, they can foresee the trend of and the demand for technologies from neutral standpoint.

2. Go-between with other standardization organizations: ITU-T can sometimes work better hand in hand with IEEE, OIF, and/or IEC.  Universities will play a role of a bridge with other organizations or can negotiate with them.

3. Concern regarding the resources which include travel expenses to participate in conferences: As a professor, the author realizes the difficulties in securing these expenses.
28 Extracted from Promoting Cooperation between ITU-T and Chinese Universities, Shanghai University [UNI‑C‑28]

If ITU-T hopes to strengthen its cooperation with universities all over the world, it should adopt a different modus operandi for universities in developed and developing countries.

Our suggestion is for ITU-T to pay attention to the characteristics of the universities in developing countries which possess the potential research ability but lack the consciousness to participate in standardization and implement a specific program to attract these colleges.

As ITU-T mainly provides information via its official website, we suggest that ITU-T develop its information channels as follows:

i. Providing the latest work research information of the ITU-T to researchers via publication in periodicals;

ii. Setting up some academic forums to attract universities.

…we advise that:

1. ITU-T encourages enterprise members to absorb colleges in their researches; or
2. ITU-T attracts universities through favourable polices such as the financial support to some - outstanding - colleges, free provision of ITU-T Recommendations and reduction of the membership fee for all universities. We found that there are such policies in the IEEE which gives preferences to developing countries and universities with regards to membership fees. We can see this policy quite clearly in the following table.

29 Extracted from Opportunities and challenges in cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Technische Universiteit Eindhoven, The Netherlands [UNI‑C‑29]

ITU-T has undoubtedly greatly contributed to the growth of global telecommunications. Still, in some areas improvements can be envisaged; for example, as to encouraging accessibility to all facets of modern (also mobile) telecommunication for all members of the world's population, including older people and in some regard disabled people. Industry is not always equipped or inclined to search for remedies for these people's difficulties - whereas university laboratories may do so.

Another area where universities may play an important role, directly contributing to ITU-T Recommendations, is in adequately harnessing the results of many current joint European research projects, for instance, on video encoding/decoding schemes, especially as to quantitative evaluation of  visually perceived image quality before and after this encoding or decoding.

One of the largest mutual, albeit long term, benefits of  cooperation between ITU-T and universities is in making known the world of standardization, in particular as to telecommunication, to researchers, teachers and students at universities, and thereby, society at large.

Continuity in participation in the typical ITU-T recommendation-creating process, that up to now is driven by Contributions from m- or M-members of the ITU-T: "No contributions to a subject? then no Recommendation", is not an easy task for a university, also financially. Perhaps there is a role here for the national representation in ITU-T of the country to which the university at stake belongs.

30 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Tokyo University [UNI‑C‑30]

Contributions to standardization bodies are not considered as valid results of research activities by universities by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and therefore budget cannot be allocated to this activity. Each professor participates in standardization activity at their own expense.

… the idea of holding congresses specifically aimed at professors during ITU-T Study Groups meeting may be advisable.

Said congresses could take the form of a workshop. There should be a flexible management mechanism which makes professors to prepare their presentation materials easily.  It is difficult for university professors to attend without any academic paper presentations. For this reason, we should start the preparation of the congresses well in advance. It is advisable to fix the schedule of SGs at least one year before so that the schedule of congresses can be synchronized.

So it is essential to shorten the time for the evaluation of papers, if we wish to secure the attendance of researchers relevant to the topics of the SG concerned.

31 Extracted from Cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, Hellenic Ministry of Transport & Communications [UNI‑C‑32]

…we welcome and fully support this initiative to establish cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, which we believe will be mutually beneficial.

We believe that the involvement of the Universities will promote the ITU-T standardisation activities by adding the fresh and innovating ideas that are spread in the academia world, making, at the same time, the work done in ITU-T widely known.
To achieve that, we propose to appoint an “ITU-T Academic Liaison Committee” (ALC), which will deal with the cooperation between the ITU-T and the Universities. The ALC will provide information about each Study Group and its objectives to the Universities, access to working documents, reports and standards, manage the (voluntarily) human recourses (with possible diverse background and expertise) and introduce “academic technical subgroups” in each ITU-T Study Group.

The ALC will also organise training courses, seminars, workshops and international events and publish a journal, whose content will consist of new technologies, “hot” topics, unresolved technical issues, testing procedures and results and, more importantly, the papers that will have been produced by the participation of the students to the research and standardisation process. ITU-T’s ALC can also award certificates (e.g. “ITU certified”, “Best Paper Award” etc) in order to promote participation, innovation and competition.

We think that the majority of the Universities worldwide cannot afford the costs of meeting fees, as well as the travelling and accommodation expenses. Thus we believe that funding opportunities and mechanisms for supporting standards-oriented R&D projects must be discussed in this first consultation meeting.

32 Extracted from Some comments on: ITU-T Technical Publication – Proposal and Business Case, RWTH Aachen [UNI‑C‑33]

…I think that such a journal would indeed be beneficial for all involved, e.g., by raising awareness among researchers and in academia, improving the flow of research findings to the ITU-T work, and ultimately by attracting more researchers to contribute to ITU-T’s technical work.

However,… the document… states that it aims at academic quality… At the same time, the document proposes “… a concept similar to The Internet Protocol Journal”. This journal is clearly targeting the professional community, and has no academic ambition …. I would strongly suggest to stick to the ‘academic’ approach.
It seems to me that the journal is exclusively going for strictly technical papers…
I think that this approach has three severe drawbacks:

1. The journal would be a direct competitor to Elsevier’s ‘Computer Standards & Interfaces’, which is a well-established academic publication outlet.
2. If you are serious about “The target audience for ITU-T Technical Journal is member and non-member researchers, scholars, policymakers, engineers (or others working in R&D), ICT managers and standards developing organizations and forums.” then publication of purely technical papers will be inadequate; policy makers, for example, are not really interested in the technical nuts and bolts …
3. A purely technical focus would miss the opportunity of getting input from academia on other highly relevant topics

Also, “… an Editorial Review Board that will be made up of a core of Sector Member / Member States technical experts” is not necessarily the best way to achieve academic credibility (of course, I appreciate the reason behind this approach).
I would, therefore, suggest to look rather more for academic (excellence and) reputation when putting together the review board.

_____________________
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