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The Hellenic Ministry of Transport and Communications recognises the important role of Standardisation for the development and progress of the Telecommunication and Information technologies, therefore highly evaluates its mission to promote Standardisation in the Greek society. Under this respect, we welcome and fully support this initiative to establish cooperation between ITU-T and Universities, which we believe will be mutually beneficial.

Under the current scheme, the ITU-T Study Groups are dealing with a list of questions concerning each one’s area of interest. The participants of the Study Groups are people coming from the industry, reflecting industry’s ideas and intentions about the future telecommunications’ and ICT’s products and services and the result of the work done in each Study Group is the introduction of new ITU-T Recommendations. We believe that the involvement of the Universities will promote the ITU-T standardisation activities by adding the fresh and innovating ideas that are spread in the academia world, making, at the same time, the work done in ITU-T widely known. 

To achieve that, we propose to appoint an “ITU-T Academic Liaison Committee” (ALC), which will deal with the cooperation between the ITU-T and the Universities. The ALC will provide information about each Study Group and its objectives to the Universities, access to working documents, reports and standards, manage the (voluntarily) human recourses (with possible diverse background and expertise) and introduce “academic technical subgroups” in each ITU-T Study Group. By working closely with the industry the students (postgraduate) and the researchers will obtain practical experience providing, at the same time, unbiased (non-profit) input serving the standardisation development process. The ALC will also organise training courses, seminars, workshops and international events and publish a journal, whose content will consist of new technologies, “hot” topics, unresolved technical issues, testing procedures and results and, more importantly, the papers that will have been produced by the participation of the students to the research and standardisation process. ITU-T’s ALC can also award certificates (e.g. “ITU certified”, “Best Paper Award” etc) in order to promote participation, innovation and competition.

The major difficulty in making this initiative succeed is funding. We think that the majority of the Universities worldwide cannot afford the costs of meeting fees, as well as the travelling and accommodation expenses. Thus we believe that funding opportunities and mechanisms for supporting standards-oriented R&D projects must be discussed in this first consultation meeting. Possible sources of funding could be ITU itself, the Member-States Administrations and the industry. Another idea could be to link the participation of the R&D students (i.e. the Universities) to the ITU-T standardisation activities with already existing regional standardisation programmes and/or bodies (for example ETSI in Europe, which is funded by the European Commission and possible other similar standardisation bodies in the USA, Japan and elsewhere). An obvious advantage of this, apart from the funding, will definitely be the avoidance of duplication of the works undertaken by other standardisation organisations.

By Decision 542, the ITU Council has decided:

1
to allow free online access to ITU-T Recommendations to Member States, Sector Members, and Associates, from all Sectors, as of 1 January 2007 for a trial period from 1 January 2007 to Council-07,

2
to instruct the Secretariat to study methods and implement them to allow free online access to ITU-T Recommendations to universities, research institutions and centres of excellence for a trial period from 1 January 2007 to Council-07,

3
to allow public free online access to the Portable Document Format (pdf) versions of published ITU-T Recommendations for a trial period from 1 January 2007 to Council-07,


Taken into account that ITU has recognized the necessity for multilingual edition of its publications, however ITU has restricted the number of official languages of the Union to six only, the Hellenic Administration feels that this decision has to be supplemented, in the cases where the national language of a member state is not one of the official languages. ITU should support the effort of Member States to translate with their own expenses, the Recommendations and other relevant ITU publications in their national language, in order to increase the visibility of these publications to all concerned, by excluding such publications from the cost recovery concept of Resolution 91 (rev. Antalya 2006) “Cost recovery for some ITU products and services”. This decision should also be extended also to ΙΤU-R Recommendations.

We think that the call for this consultation meeting is the first step towards the active participation of the Universities to the ITU-T standardisation activities. We believe that this scope is noble and that procedural matters, intellectual property issues and funding problems could be somehow eventually overcome provided the open-minded dialogue among all the participants. 
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